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OVERSEAS  BUSINESS. 

Our  kinsmen  in  the  Colonies  and  Beyond  the 
Soas  buy  more  and  more  of  our  goods  every 
7MR  Foreign  business-houses  also  find  that  when 
they  buy  articles  of  British  origin  they  can  be 
depended  upon  to  sell  readily,  to  realise  a  good 
price,  and  to  give  satisfaction  to  their  customers. 
British-made  goods  are  in  favour,  and  it  is  only 
necessary  to  secure  the  attention  of  the  most  of 
the  best  buyers.  When  druggists'  goods  are  in 
question,  this  is  obtained  by  advertising  in  our 

COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  ISSUE. 
The  date  of  publication  is  May  18,  1912,  and  an 
increased  circulation,  additional  to  our  ordinary 
weekly  distribution  (unique  of  it«  kind),  is  being 
given  at  ordinary  advertising  rates.  Send  your 
instructions  for  advertising  without  delay  to 
the  Publisher.  The  Chemist  akd  DBrGGIST, 
42  Cannon  Street.  London.  E.C. 


SUMMARY  OF  THIS  ISSUE. 

The  more  notable  items  only  are  dealt  with. 


Articles  and  Communications! 

In  this  week's  article  on  laws  respecting  Secret  Remedies 
we  relate  what  has  been  done  in  the  Dominions  of  Canada 
and  New  Zealand  (p.  71). 

The  concluding  lecture  of  the  series  instituted  by  the 
Spectacle-makers'  Co.  was  given  this  week  by  Mr.  H.  G. 
Critchley.    It  dealt  with  ametropia  (p.  67). 

In  an  editorial  article  beginning  on  p.  71  we  present  the 
chief  provisions  of  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the  Customs  of  the 
South  African  Union,  so  far  as  they  interest  home  houses. 

Legislation  restricting  the  use  of  methyl  alcohol  is  being 
promoted  both  in  Germany  and  Japan.  The  use  of  the 
alcohol  in  perfumes  and  toilet  preparations  is  prohibited  by 
the  German  Bill  (p.  73). 

In  connection  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  election  a 
letter  signed  by  many  members  of  the  Society  has  been  sent 
to  the  candidates  asking  them  to  ensure  that  the  next  Secre- 
tary is  a  pharmacist.  The  reply  of  the  President  (Mr. 
C.  B.  Allen)  is  given,  with  other  correspondence,  on  p.  78. 

The  Corner  for  Students  tournament  is  reported  upon  in 
this  issue.  Dr.  Dobbin  reports  on  the  last  analysis  (a  mixture 
of  bismuth  oxynitrate,  ferric  acetate,  and  calcium  sulphate), 
awarding  the  monthly  prizes  to  Mr.  J.  Puddepha  and  Mr. 
H.  E.  Newton,  while  tournament  prizes  go  to  Mr.  H.  A. 
Buxton,  Mr.  R.  Stokes,  and  Mr.  J.  Munro  (pp.  52-53). 

The  Shops  Act  is  still  causing  a  good  deal  of  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  chemists,  and  we  reply  to  many  queries  on  p.  86. 
We  also  report  questions  and  answers  in  the  House  of 
Commons  (p.  65),  and  local  arrangements,  the  latter  being 
prefaced  with  a  statement  regarding  the  Section  4  notice 
which  in  the  type  prescribed  by  the  Home  Office  is  so  large 
that  we  have  asked  the  Home  Secretary  to  allow  a  reduction 
in  size  (p.  64). 

News  of  the  Week. 


More  about  the  bogus  orders  referred  to  last  week,  as  well 
as  another  warning,  are  on  p.  54. 

Notices  of  thirteen  deaths,  including  Mr.  J.  P.  Gibson,  of 
Hexham,  and  Mrs.  Charles  Umney,  appear  on  pp.  62-63. 

Mr.  Morgan  James  has  again  been  committed  to  prison  for 
disobeying  a  High  Court  order  as  to  the  use  of  the  name 
Gwilym  Evans  (p.  59). 

The  opposition  of  the  Alkali  Manufacturers'  Association 
to  certain  powers  in  Gas  Bills  before  Parliament  was  again 
referred  to  before  a  House  of  Lords  Committee  on  Thursday 
(p.  68). 

A  Weights  and  Measures  Bill  for  South  Africa  has  been 
gazetted.  It  provides  for  metric,  Imperial  and  other  stan- 
dards, and  power  is  sought  to  impose  the  metric  system  on 
the  retail  drug-trade  by  order  of  the  Governor  (p,  57). 

It  is  held  by  a  Metropolitan  Magistrate  that  imitations 
of  Beecham's  Pills  and  Zambuk  are  excluded  from  the  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  remedies  exemption,  but  owing  to 
a  technicality  the  Tendors  are  to  be  re-summoned  (p.  59). 

The  Inebriates  Bill  was  discussed  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  motion  for  second  reading,  on  April  22, 
Mr.  Ellis  Griffiths  mentioning  that  the  definition  of  intoxi- 
cants will  cover  morphine,  cocaine,  and  similar  drugs  (p.  65). 

The  terms  of  reference  to  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  which  is  to  inquire  into  the  business 
in  proprietary  medicinal  preparations  and  the  names  of  the 
members  of  the  Committee  have  now  been  made  public 
(p-  65). 

Trade  and  Market  Matters, 


The  quinine  market  is  commented  on  editorially,  and  the 
fact  that  German  makers  have  withdrawn  presages  another 
advance  shortly  (p.  70). 

Market  alterations  include  an  advance  in  glycerin,  quinine 
(second-hands),  cinchona,  German  refined  camphor,  carnauba 
wax,  and  soda  nitrato;  balsam  tolu,  copaiba,  sassafras,  opium 
(in  Smyrna),  and  paraffin  w  ax  are  firmer.  Norwegian  cod- 
liver  oil,  Cochin  ginger,  guinea-grains,  and  grindelia  are 
cheaper.  The  improvement  in  business  is  well  maintained 
(p.  80). 
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CORNER  FOR  STUDENTS. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 

All  communications  for  this  section  should  be  addressed  thus : 
"  Corner  for  Students,  '  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,'  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C." 


Report  on  April  Analytical  Exercise. 

rj^HE  powder  distributed  to  students  on  March  27  con- 
J-  tained  two  parts  by  weight  of  bismuth  oxynitrate, 
one  part  of  ferric  acetate,  and  seven  parts  of  calcium  sul- 
phate (hydrated).  The  calculated  composition  of  such  a 
mixture  is  : 


Bi   

  14.6 

Fe   

  2.1 

Oa   

  16.2 

NO,  

  4.3 

CH.O,   

  6.6 

SO  

  39.1 

0   

  1.1 

H20  

  16.0 

100.0 

The  powder  also  contained,  as  impurities,  magnesium  in 
small  quantity  and  traces  of  ammonium  and  of  a  chloride. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  fifty-seven 
students,  and  seventeen  reports  were  submitted  for  ex- 
amination. All  our  correspondents  succeeded  in  detecting 
the  presence  of  iron  and  of  the  sulphuric-acid  radical. 
The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  other  main  consti- 
tuents were  :  (a)  Metallic  radicals  :  Bismuth,  2;  calcium,  1. 
(6)  Acid  radicals:  Nitric,  12;  acetic,  10.  Only  four 
students  reported  the  presence  of  magnesium  in  small 
quantity,  while  two  failed  to  observe  the  evolution  of 
water  when  the  powder  was  gently  heated  in  a  dry  test- 
tube. 

Although  it  was  not  intended  that  this  exercise  should 
be  of  more  than  average  complexity,  it  appears  to  have 
proved  more  difficult  than  was  anticipated,  with  the  result 
that  very  few  high  scores  have  been  attained.  In  so  far 
as  the  metallic  radicals  are  concerned,  the  analysis  calls 
for  little  remark,  since  these  were,  for  the  most  part, 
easily  separated  and  recognised.  The  usual  complications 
arising  in  consequence  of  the  readiness  with  which  bismuth 
sulphide  is  decomposed  by  sufficiently  concentrated  hydro- 
chloric acid  made  their  appearance  in  one  or  two  cases. 
In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  several  students 
mention  heating  the  hydrochloric-acid  solution  of  the 
powder  prior  to  passing  hydrogen  sulphide  through  it, 
but  do  not  state  that  they  subsequently  cooled  it  and 
saturated  it,  when  cold,  with  this  gas  before  filtering. 
If  they  omitted  the  latter  treatment,  this  omission  was  in 
itself  quite  certain  to  cause  difficulty,  since  bismuth  sul- 
phide is  much  more  easily  decomposed  by  hot  than  by  cold 
dilute  hydrochloric  acid.  A  few  students  evidently  mis- 
took for  the  flame  coloration  due  to  potassium  the  colora- 
tion imparted  to  the  bunsen  flame  (as  seen  through  blue 
glass)  by  traces  of  calcium  which  had  not  been  removed 
by  means  of  ammonium  oxalate  after  the  separation  of 
the  ammonium  carbonate  precipitate.  Somewhat  delicate 
manipulation  was  required  in  order  to  obtain  sure  indica- 
tion of  the  presence  of  the  small  quantity  of  magnesium. 

It  was  in  connection  with  the  detection  of  the  acid 
radicals  that  the  great  majority  of  the  failures  occurred, 
and  this  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  both  the 
acetic  and  the  nitric  acid  radicals  were  present  only 
in  relatively  small  proportions.  Despite  the  smallness  of 
the  quantities  present,  however,  careful  application  of 
the  usual  special  tests  for  acetates  and  nitrates,  to  appro- 
priately prepared  solutions,  gave  clear  enough  indications. 
Several  students  first  observed  the  liberation  of  acetic 
acid  in  the  preliminary  examination  on  heating  the  powder 
with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  afterwards  they  had  no 
difficulty  in  confirming  an  acetate  by  means  of  ferric 
chloride  in  the  sodium-carbonate  extract,  after  neutralis- 
ing with  dilute  hydrochloric  acid.  The  same  extract, 
after  neutralisation  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid  and  treat- 
ment with  ferrous  sulphate  and  concentrated  sulphuric 


acid,  gave  the  nitric  acid  reaction  distinctly  on  standing 
for  a  short  time. 

The  colour  of  the  powder  and  the  presence  in  it  of  dark 
scale-like  particles,  together  with  the  fact  that  iron  was 
easily  recognised  as  a  constituent,  seem  to  have  suggested 
pretty  generally  that  it  probably  contained  the  citric-acid 
radical.  In  any  case,  many  endeavours  were  made  to  get 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  a  citrate,  and  a  few  students 
obtained  reactions  which  led  them  to  report  that  a  citrate 
was  indeed  present.  Precipitates  were  obtained  in  several 
cases  which  were  taken  for  calcium  citrate,  but  these 
simply  consisted  of  calcium  sulphate  and  might  have  been 
proved  to  be  inorganic  in  composition  if  any  test  for  this 
purpose  had  been  applied  to  them.  The  dark  shining 
particles  in  the  powder  were  merely  fragments  of  ferric 
acetate,  which  appears  to  be  a  salt  unfamiliar  to  most  of 
our  correspondents. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded 

to 

James  Puddepha,  84  Far  Gosford  Street,  Coventry. 
The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

H.  E.  Newton,  86  Brow  Bank,  Endcliffe,  Sheffield. 

First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a 
price  not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a 
first  prize. 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be  taken  as  a.  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books 
they  select. 

Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 

I.  Correspondents  who  are  unqualified  : 

J.  Puddepha  (1st  prize)...  95  I  Tolut   64 

H.  E.  Newton  (2nd  prize)  86  I  Virus   63 

Red  Lead   81  |  Arg annate  62 

Victoria   81    En  Avant  58 

Symbiosis   66    Curious   50 

Heroin   65    Student   41 

2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified,  or  who  have  not 
indicated  that  they  are  unqualified  : 

Atomic  Theory   81  ,  Gwylm   84 

Club  Moss  73    Nitrax   81 

Cobalt   35  I 

To  Correspondents. 

H.  E.  Newton. — A  somewhat  fuller  account  of  the  whole 
course  of  your  analysis  would  have  secured  higher  marks. 
It  is  not  satisfactory  to  apply  a  test  for  magnesium  to  the 
original  solution  of  an  unknown  mixture. 

Red  Lead.— We  are  gratified  to  note  that  you  reported 
just  exactly  what  you  observed,  quite  irrespective  of  what 
you  expected  to  observe,  and  we  wish  that  all  of  our  corre- 
spondents would  follow  your  good  example  in  this  respect. 

Victoria.— The  green  precipitate  (afterwards  becoming 
brown)  which  you  obtained  on  adding  ammonium  chloride 
and  ammonia  as  group  reagents  apparently  contained  some 
iron  which  wias  not  in  the  ferric  state.  After  boiling  out 
hydrogen  sulphide,  and  adding  nitric  acid  to  oxidise  any 
ferrous  salt,  the  mixture  should  be  boiled  again  to  ensure 
complete  oxidation. 

Symbiosis. — The  dense  white  fumes  evolved  when  the 
powder  was  heated  with  sulphuric  acid  must  have  been  due 
to  the  volatilisation  of  some  of  this  acid.  The  pungent  odour 
which  you  observed  on  dissolving  the  powder  in  cold  hydro- 
chloric acid  (and  for  which  you  failed  to  account)  was  due 
to  the  liberation  of  acetic  acid.  You  are  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  it  was  unnecessary  to  test  for  a  phosphate  in 
the  iron-group  precipitate,  seeing  that  ammonium  carbonate 
gave  a  precipitate  in  the  filtrate  from  that  precipitate. 
Assume,  for  example,  that  the  powder  had  contained  much 
iron  and  little  of  the  phosphoric-acid  radical :  the  latter 
would  have  been  completely  or  almost  completely  precipi- 
tated as  ferric  phosphate,  while  the  excess  of  iron  would 
have  been  mixed  with  this  as  ferric  hydroxide.  The  filtrate 
might  still  contain  much  calcium,  which  would  be  precipi- 
tated as  carbonate  on  adding  ammonium  carbonate. 

Tolut.— The  information  given  with  respect  to  some  of 
your  tests  is  insufficient.  Thus  in  testing  for  acid  radicals 
you  state  that  you  added  barium  chloride  and  silver  nitrate 
to  solutions  of  the  substance,  but  you  give  no  hint  as  to 
how  these  solutions  were  prepared. 

Virus. — The  precipitate  which  you  mistook  for  nickel 
sulphide  most  likely  consisted  of  bismuth  sulphide,  and  the 
supposed  precipitate  of  calcium  citrate  was  simply  calcium 
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sulphate.  It  is  remarkable  that,  in  testing  for  acid  radicals, 
barium  chloride  gave  you  a  precipitate  of  barium  sulphate, 
whereas  lead  acetate  did  not  yield  lead  sulphate. 

Abgamate. — We  are  unable  to  explain  how  you  got  silver 
reduced  from  silver  nitrate  when  testing  for  a  tartrate. 
You  seem  to  have  omitted  to  test  for  cadmium. 

Kn  Ay  ant. — The  chloride  which  you  detected  was  probably 
present  id  the  manganese  peroxide  which  you  employed  in 
oarrying  out  the  tost.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  commercial 
samples  of  the  peroxide  which  are  free  from  chlorides. 

(  i  mors. — Hydrogen  sulphide  failed  to  yield  a  precipitate 
of  bismuth  sulphide  in  your  original  solution  because  hydro- 
chloric acid  was  present  in  too  high  a  degree  of  concentration. 
You  appear  to  have  omitted  to  make  any  tests,  at  the  proper 
places,  for  chromium,  aluminium,  barium,  strontium,  or  the 
phosphoric-acid  radioal. 

\  unite  Theory. — Test  a  piece  of  your  turmeric  paper,  in 
a  blank  experiment,  by  moistening  it  with  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid,  drying  it  by  gently  heating,  and  then  moistening  it 
with  solution  of  sodium  hydroxide :  some  samples  give  a 
distinct  boric-acid  reaction  when  so  treated. 

Cobalt. — It  would  seem  that  you  really  obtained  a  positive 
result  from  your  testing  for  a  nitrate,  but  were  not  quite 
satisfied  as  to  its  sufficiency.  The  quantity  present  was 
relatively  small.  Note  that  potassium  thiocyanate  gives  a 
red  coloration  only,  and  not  a  precipitate,  with  ferric 
salts. 

Gwylm. — Your  evidence  as  to  the  absence  of  chromium 
was  not  very  convincing.  A  precipitate  which  consisted 
mainly  of  ferric  hydroxide  might  still  contain  a  considerable 
proportion  of  chromic  hydroxide  without  the  colour  of  the 
mixture  giving  any  noticeable  indication  of  the  latter  fact.. 

Nitrax. — The  flame  coloration  which  you  attributed  to 
potassium  was  most  likely  due  to  traces  of  calcium  which 
had  not  been  completely  precipitated  by  ammonium 
carbonate. 

The  Analytical  Tournament. 

The  exercise  just  reported  upon  is  the  concluding 
analysis  of  the  tournament  series  for  the  current  session, 
and  we  are  now  able  to  announce  the  names  and  marks 
of  the  prizewinners.  As  on  previous  occasions,  it  is  a 
matter  of  serious  regret  to  us  that  a  number  of  those  who 
began  the  exercises  in  November  did  not  persevere  to  the 
end  of  the  competition,  but  good  steady  work  has,  never- 
theless, been  done  by  a  number  of  students  who  sent  in 
reports  on  every  analysis,  and  some  reports  attained  a 
high  standard  of  excellence.  In  all.  sixty-four  students 
took  part  in  the  competition.  We  commend  all  our  corre- 
spondents for  their  efforts  during  the  winter  session  and 
heartily  congratulate  the  prizewinners  on  their  success. 
Wr  shall  he  glad  if  the  latter  will  intimate  to  the  Pub- 
lisher at  once  the  titles  of  the  books  which  they  wish  to 
have  as  prizes. 

The  first  place  has  been  taken  by  "  Nitrax  "  (Mr.  H.  A. 
n.  11  Leeming  Street.  Mansfield)  with  the  excellent 
aggregate  score  of  551,  made  up  of  98,  92,  95,  98,  87,  and 
81.  and  to  him  the  first  prize  of  books  to  the  value  of 
21.  2*.  and  a  certificate  have  been  awarded. 

The  second  place  and  the  prize  of  books  to  the  value 
of  U.  1*.,  with  a  certificate,  have  been  taken  by  "Red 
Lead  "  (Mr.  It.  Stokes,  c/o  Boots,  Ltd.,  1  South'Parade, 
Melton  Mowbray)  with  the  very  creditable  score  of  531, 
made  up  of  89.  89  .  91,  94  ,  87,  and  81. 

Almost  equal  with  the  second  prizewinner  is  "Rain- 
bow" (Mr.  James  Puddepha,  84  Far  Gosford  Street, 
Coventry),  whose  aggregate  score  is  530;  but  as  Mr. 
Puddepha  was  the  winner  of  the  second  prize  in  a  former 
tournament,  he  is  debarred,  by  the  terms  of  the  competi- 
tion, from  taking  any  tournament  prize  except  the  first. 

The  third  prize  of  books  to  the  value  of  10?.  6d.,  with 
a  certificate,  falls  (in  consequence  of  the  circumstance 
just  stated  above)  to  "Club  Moss"  (Mr.  John  Munro, 
Finslla  Cottage.  Brechin),  whose  aggregate  score  is  512, 
made  up  of  95.  93.  71.  95.  85,  and  73. 


Cor  NT  Hugo  Suolto  Douglas,  a  former  personal  friend 
►t  the  present  German  Emporor,  died  in  Berlin  on  his 
•evonty  fifth  birthday.  He  was  a  descendant  of  "Black 
Douglas,  '  a  fact  of  which  he  was  verv  proud,  and  took  a 
special  interest  in  hygienic  questions.  To  his  efforts  was 
due  the  introduction  in  Germany  of  the  use  of  hexagonal 
bottles  for  all  medicines  intended  for  external  use.  He 
made  a  considerable  fortune  bv  participation  in  the  potash 
industry,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  Douglas-Halle  works. 


SCIENTIFIC  PROGRESS. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


The  Marble  of  the  Acropolis  Temples  at  Athens  is 
becoming  foliated,  and  is  in  some  cases  crumbling  away.  Dr. 
Deunberg,  of  Athens  University,  and  Dr.  Ruine,  of  Leipzig 
University,  find  that  this  is  due  to  the  presence  of  mica  in 
the  Pentelikon  marble.  As  a  protective  measure  a  Univer- 
sity Commission,  composed  of  Professor  A.  K.  Dambergis, 
0.  Rossoupo'.os  (chemist),  and  G.  Soteriades  (archaeologist), 
has  proposed  that  the  ruins  be  encased  in  thick  glass  plates. 
The  use  of  a  transparent  "  Kesslers  Fluorat  "  has  been  sug- 
gested for  preventing  material  actually  affected  from 
further  crumbling. 

Lecithin  Soluble  In  Water.-Cohn  ("  Pharm.  Zeitung," 
28,  1912)  states  that  "  soluble  egg-phosphate,"  a  fluid  pro- 
duct, is  obtained  by  saponification  of  egg-leoithin  with  alkali. 
The  author  has  on  a  previous  occasion  shown  that  these  pro- 
ducts a.r©  not  to  be  regarded  as  lecithin  preparations,  and 
that  syrups  and  wines  to  which  these  soluble  egg-phosphates 
are  added  should  not  be  labelled  as  containing  lecithin  pre- 
parations. The  products  called  soluble  egg-phosphates  con- 
tain, besides  water  and  salts,  also  glyoero-phosphoric  acid 
and  cholin ;  in  all  probability  an  adequate  physiological 
effect  could  be  obtained  by  a  simple  mixture  of  an  aqueous 
solution  of  glyoero-phosphoric  acid  and  oholin. 

Cassia  Oil.—  "  The  Perfumery  and  Essential  Oil  Record  " 
(1912.  72)  states  that  during  the  six  or  seven  years  following 
the  first  introduction  of  cinnamic  aldehyde  valuation  of 
cassia  oil  (1890  to  1897)  the  following  are  records  of  the 
examination  of  many  hundreds  of  samples  : 

Over    85      per  cent,  cinnamic  aldehyde  ...  5  per  cent. 

80/85  ,.  „  „  ...  11  „ 

75/80  „  „  „  ...  24  „ 

70^75  „  „  „  ...  9  „ 

60/70  „  „  „  ...  17  „ 

50/60  „  „  „  ...  12  „ 

Under  50  „  „  „  ...  22  „ 

The  highest  examined  were  89.9,  88.5,  and  88.0  per  cent. 
"  The  accuracy  with  which  the  oils  are  graded  at  the  present 
time  is  remarkable,"  adds  our  contemporary,  "  and  we  find 
that  except  under  unusual  circumstances  the  money  value 
of  the  various  grades  of  cassia  oil  is  practically  propor- 
tionate." 

The  Analysis  of  Liquorice-juice.- Gouirand  ("  Bull,  de 
Pharm.  de  Sud-Est,"  1912,  86)  has  examined  what  he  believes 
to  be  all  the  recent  publications  on  this  subject,  but  neglects 
the  important  German  and  English  papers  on  the  subject  by 
Eriksson  and  Parry,  and  concludes  that  there  is  no  available 
method  for  the  accurate  determination  of  glycyrrhizin.  So 
long  >as  a  satisfactory  comparable  method  exists,  this  is,  of 
course,  of  little  importance,  and  he  proposes  the  following 
as  a  satisfactory  process :  Five  grams  of  the  sample  is  dis- 
solved in  500  c.c.  of  water,  and  to  125  c.c.  of  the  filtered 
solution  250  c.c.  of  95-per-cent.  alcohol  is  gradually  added. 
After  twenty-four  hours  the  liquid  is  filtered,  and  300  c.c., 
corresponding  to  1  gram  of  juice,  is  evaporated  to  the  con- 
sistence of  a  soft  extract,  and  taken  up  again  by  warm 
water  (5  c.c).  After  the  liquid  is  cold,  1  c.c.  of  50-per-cent. 
sulphuric  acid  is  added,  and  the  whole  allowed  to  stand 
for  twelve  hours  or  so.  The  clear  liquid  is  decanted,  and 
the  precipitate  washed  with  2  c.c.  of  water  three  times, 
and  then  dissolved  in  ammoniaoal  water,  dried,  and  weighed 
as  ammonium  glycyrrhizate. 

Storax  and  Synthetic  Cinnamic  Acid.-  It  has  for 
some  time  past  been  suspected  that  the  natural  cinnamio 
acid  obtained  from  storax  was  not  identical  with  synthetic 
acid,  and  it  was  believed  that  a  small  amount  of  one  or 
more  homologues  of  cinnamic  acid  might  be  present  in  the 
synthetic  product.  Erlenmeyer  has  now  shown  ("  Biochem- 
Zeit.,"  1911,  355)  that  the  difference  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  synthetic  acid  contains  some  hetero-cinnamic  acid,  a  body 
having  the  same  chemical  constitution  as  normal  cinnamio 
acid,  but  being  in  all  probability  a  space-isomer  of  it.  The 
two  acids  can  be  separated  by  several  means,  among  which 
is  the  fractional  precipitation  of  the  acids  from  a  solution 
of  their  sodium  salts.  The  author  has  also  shown  that  the 
character  of  the  synthetic  acid  depends  on  that  of  the 
benzaldehyde  from  which  it  is  prepared,  benzaldehyde  con- 
taining hydrocyanic  acid  yielding  storax-cinnamic  acid, 
while  benzaldehyde  quite  free  from  lrydrocyanic  acid  yields 
a  mixture  of  the  two  acids.  This,  however,  is  not  due  to 
the  actual  presence  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  as  the  author  finds 
that  by  the  use  of  alkali  to  free  the  aldehyde  from  hydro- 
cyanic acid  an  isomerisation  (space  isomerisation  ?)  takes 
place,  so  that  the  benzaldehyde  is  itself  actually  altered,  and 
would  therefore  naturally  yield  a  different  product. 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending-  newspapeis  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Plans  have  been  passed  by  West  Ham  Town  Council 
for  the  erection  of  a  soda  factory  by  Messrs.  Brunner, 
Mond  &  Co.  at  their  premises  in  Siivertown. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon  a  motor-bus  mounted  the  f  ootway 
in  Haymarket,  London,  crashed  into  the  shop-window  of 
Messrs.  Hairsine  &  Co.,  chemists,  No.  47,  and  demolished 
it. 

The  medicated-wine  licence  held  by  Mr.  William  Ernest 
Kirkman,  chemist  and  druggist,  New  Milton,  Hants,  has 
been  transferred  from  5  Bank  Terrace  to  new  premises 
at  4  Station  Road. 

Thieves  broke  into  the  branch  of  Boots,  Ltd.,  at  North 
End,  Croydon,  early  on  April  22,  and  appropriated  some 
silverware,  etc.,  valued  at  about  25/.  Entry  was  gained 
through  a  skylight. 

The  sanitary  committee  of  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Cor- 
poration recommend  the  appointment  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Dunn, 
F.T.C.,  as  public  analyst  in  succession  to  the  late  Mr.  J. 
Pattinson.    Dr.  Dunn  was  assistant  to  the  late  analyst. 

The  Swansea  Town  Council's  Health  Committee  has 
fixed  the  public  analyst's  fee  at  lO.s.  6d.  per  sample  for  the 
first  300  samples,  and  at  7s.  6d.  per  sample  for  samples 
over  that  number,  the  minimum  number  of  samples  to 
be  taken  each  year  to  be  350. 

A  fire  broke  out  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  Atlas  Works, 
Millwall,  London,  E.,  of  Messrs.  John  Bennet  Lawes  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  citric  and  tartaric  acid  makers,  on  April  22. 
The  fire  was  confined  to  that  floor,  which  was  considerably 
damaged  by  fire  and  water. 

Mr.  Albert  Thomas,  a  member  of  the  Dartford  staff 
of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  was  on  April  17 
presented  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Pearson,  F.C.S.,  general  manager, 
on  behalf  of  the  firm,  with  a  watch,  appropriately 
inscribed,  on  completing  twenty-one  years'  service. 

Goods  to  the  value  of  130/.  were  taken  by  burglars  from 
the  premises  of  Boots  Ltd.,  High  Street,  Lewisham, 
London,  S.E.,  on  April  14.  Access  was  gained  to  the  first 
floor  from  a  flat  roof  at  the  rear,  and  a  hole  was  cut  in 
the  ceiling  to  gain  access  to  the  ground-floor  portion  of  the 
shop. 

Four  labourers  were  killed  and  two  others  seriously 
injured  at  Widnes  on  April  23  as  a  result  of  an  explosion 
in  the  potassium-chlorate  plant  of  the  United  Alkali  Co. 
at  Muspratt's  Chemical  Works,  Widnes.  The  men,  who 
were  effecting  repairs,  were  lowering  a  pan  weighing 
7  tons  into  position,  when  the  explosion  occurred. 

A  beautiful  memorial  window  was  dedicated  at  the 
Parish  Church  of  St.  John's,  Bognor,  on  April  19,  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Alfred  Thorby  Long,  Ph.C.  The 
Archdeacon  of  Chichester  (the  Ven.  E.  L.  Elwes),  in  his 
address,  said  the  subject  of  the  window,  Christ  healing 
the  sick,  was  particularly  suitable.  He  said-  Mr.  Long  was 
instrumental  in  the  building  of  St.  John's,  of  which  he 
was  a  warden  for  forty-three  years.  The  window  would 
fitly  connect  his  name  and  memory  with  a  church  which 
in  itself  was  his  more  worthy  memorial. 

Royal  Society. 

For  the  celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  the 
Society  it  is  proposed  to  give  on  Monday,  July  15,  an 
evening  reception  of  delegates  at  the  rooms  of  the  Society, 
and  on  the  Tuesday  a  commemorative  service  in  Westmin- 
ster Abbey,  with  a  commemorative  dinner  at  the  Guildhall 
in  the  evening.  On  the  three  days  following  visits  to 
places  of  interest  will  be  arranged. 

Bankruptcy  Law  Reform. 
At  the  annual  Congress  on  Monday  of  the  National 
Chamber  of  Trade,  held  at  Hull,  a  resolution  was  passed 
in  favour  of  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  question  of  Bank- 
ruptcy Law  Reform.  There  is  little  or  no  probability  of 
any  legislation  being  proceeded  with  during  the  present 
Session,  based,  of  course,  on  the  report  of  the  Depart 
mental  Committee  which  sat  a  few  years  ago. 


Synthetic  Ammonia. 
The  lectures  which  Dr.  A.  W.  Crossley,  F.R.S.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  has  been 
giving  at  the  Royal  Institution,  Albemarle  Street,  London, 
on  Thursday  afternoons,  April  18  and  25,  on  "  Synthetic 
Ammonia  and  Nitric  Acid  from  the  Atmosphere  "  traverse 
the  ground  of  a  lecture  given  at  17  Blbomsbury  Square 
two  years  ago.  This  was  fully  reported  at  the  time. 
In  the  first  lecture  Dr.  Crossley  gave  a  detailed  account 
of  the  manufacture  of  Nitrolim  (CaCN2)  as  carried  on  at 
the  works  of  the  North  Western  Cyanamide  Co.  at  Odde, 
on  the  Hardanger  Fjord,  Norway.  This  was  illustrated 
with  lantern-slides.  In  regard  to  the  use  of  nitrolim  as 
a  fertiliser,  it  was  stated  that  it  must  not  be  employed  as 
a  top-dressing,  since  it  has  a  burning  effect  on  the  young 
plants.  It  is  not  immediately  available  as  a  plant-food. 
The  changes  it  undergoes  in  the  soil  are  due  probably  to 
a  reaction  with  the  carbonic  acid  of  the  soil  to  form  urea, 
then  the  usual  processes  of  nitrification  producing  nitrous 
and  nitric  acids  eventually  render  the  nitrogen  available  to 
plants.  In  the  second  lecture  Dr.  Crossley  dealt  with 
direct  combination  of  nitrogen  and  oxygen.  After  refer- 
ring to  early  attempts  to  prepare  nitric  acid,  he  described 
the  furnaces  now  employed — viz.  the  Birkeland  and  Eyde, 
the  Schonherr,  and  the  Pauling  furnaces.  The  working  up 
of  crude  nitric  acid  into  concentrated  nitric  acid,  nitrate 
of  lime,  sodium  nitrite,  ammonium  nitrate,  and  other 
useful  materials  was  also  described. 

Fraudulent  Orders. 

Messrs.  Butler  &  Crispe,  82  Clerkenwell  Road,  London, 
E.C.,  have  had  some  blank  order-forms  stolen  from  their 
premises,  and  warn  the  trade  not  to  execute  any  orders 
purporting  to  come  from  them  and  to  be  delivered  "  by 
bearer"  or  "messenger."  An  announcement  by  them  is 
given  in  the  advertisement  pages  of  this  issue. 

On  Monday  evening,  April  22,  an  order  similar  to  that 
reproduced  in  our  issue  of  April  20  and  purporting  to  come 
from  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Burrows,  Ltd.,  was  presented  at 
the  order  department  of  Kodak,  Ltd.,  in  Kingsway, 
London,  W.C.,  with  the  result  that  the  man  who  presented 
the  order  was  arrested.  He  was  charged  at  Bow  Street 
Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  April  23,  with  forging  and 
uttering.  He  gave  the  name  of  Maclntyre.  Formal 
evidence  of  arrest  having  been  given,  he  was  remanded. 

"Titanic"  Items. 

Sir  Edward  Evans,  of  Liverpool,  was  to  have  sailed 
on  the  Titanic,  but  was  prevented  by  pressure  of  business 
and  other  engagements.  He  is  sailing  this  week  by  the 
Lvsitania  for  New  York  on  one  of  his  periodic  visits  to 
Canada  and  the  United  States. 

Messrs.  N.  W.  Mitchell  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  cork-manu- 
facturers, "  Bouchon  "  Works,  15-17  Farrance  Street, 
Limehouse,  London,  E.,  inform  us  that  their  late  adver- 
tisement writer,  Mr.  Ri  G.  Coleridge,  was  a  passenger  on 
the  vessel,  and  is  among  the  missing. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Sedgwick,  Blackpool,  whose  death  in 
the  Titanic  disaster  we  recorded  last  week,  was  the  son 
of  the  late  Mr.  John  Sedgwick,  who  was  in  business  a6  a , 
chemist  for  about  eighteen  years  at  Blackpool.  Mr.  Sedg- ! 
wick  was  on  his  way  to  a  post  as  electrical  engineer  in  a  i 
Mexican  oil-refinery. 

It  is  now  unhappily  beyond  doubt  that  Mr.  Thomas j 
Pears,  of  Messrs.  A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd.,  perished  in  the | 
Titanic  disaster.    His  wife  was  saved,   a  circumstance 
which  indicates  that  he  was  one  of  the  brave  men  who  in; 
the  full  vigour  of  their  manhood  faced  death  in  order  that 
women  and  children  should  be  saved.      A  service  was^j 
held  at  St.  John's  Church,  Isleworth,  on  April  21,  in  I 
memory  of  Mr.   Pears.      Between  300  and  400  of  the ;  i| 
employes  of  Messrs.  A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd.,  attended  with 
the  whole  of  the  staff  and  some  of  the  principals  of  the,  ; 
firm,  nearly  all  wearing  mourning.     It  was  one  of  the,  j 
most  pathetic  of  many  similar  services  held  in  London  i 
that  day. 

Presentation  to  a  Pharmacist. 
Mr.  Chas.  A.  Tharle,  Ph.C,  Hastings,  was  entertained^ ;j 
to  a   complimentary   dinner  at  Hastings  on  Tuesday,' 
April  23,  and  presented  with  a  gold  half -hunter  watch,  a 
cheque  for  50/.,  and  an  illuminated  album  containing  tb.e| 
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names  of  the  subscribers,  in  recognition  of  his  services  to 
the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Borough  Association  as 
Secretary  for  twenty-two  years.  He  has  given  up  the 
position  owing  to  ill-health.  Alderman  Geo.  Huxley,  J. P., 
Mayor  of  the  town,  made  the  presentation,  and  spoke 
highly  of  Mr.  Tharle  and  his  work. 

Classes  for  Cambridge  Assistants. 
The  efforts  of  the  Cambridge  "Juniors"  to  form  a 
chemistry  class  have  been  successful.  At  the  meeting  of 
the  County  Boys'  School  Stib-Committee  on  March  19,  the 
Education  Secretary  reported  that  the  School  of  Arts  and 
Crafts  Sub-Committee  had  had  under  consideration  the 
question  of  forming  a  chemistry  class  for  the  benefit 
of  chemists'  apprentices  and  others.  He  had  con- 
ferred with  the  headmaster  of  the  County  Boys'  School, 
who  had  ascertained  that  Mr.  Dumas  would  be  willing  to 
take  the  class  for  two  or  three  periods  of  one  and  a  half 
hours  each  week.  It  was  accordingly  resolved  that,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Higher  Education  Sub-Committee,  a 
class  be  arranged  at  the  school  next  winter  session  on  the 
lines  suggested,  subject  to  some  suitable  payment  being 
made  for  materials  used.  The  course  of  instruction  will 
have  a  special  reference  to  pharmaceutical  chemistry. 
The  laboratory  where  the  classes  are  to  be  held  is  splen- 
didly fitted  and  equipped. 

Liverpool  Notes. 
There  was  a  "  run "  on  ruby  glass  in  Liverpool  on 
Eclipse  Day. 

The  fine  weather  has  resulted  in  the  aspect  of  the 
Liverpool  chemists'  windows  being  changed.  On  every 
hand  there  are  displays  of  health  salt,  saline,  hygeia  salts, 
sulphur  tablets,  and  blood-purifiers.  Several  chemists  are 
also  making  bold  displays  of  Garrod's  compound  sulphur 
tablets. 

Manchester  Notes. 
Business  has  been  remarkably  good  with  most  chemists 
in  Manchester  lately,  in  spite  of  the  effects  of  the  coal 
strike. 

The  election  of  Council  for  the  Manchester  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  is  likely  to  provoke  a  keen  contest. 
There  is  every  sign,  says  our  correspondent,  of  there  being 
a  change  of  President,  although  in  this  case  the  greatest 
regret  is  expressed  owing  to  Mr.  Woolley's  retirement. 

The  summer-like  weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  been 
accountable  for  the  early  demand  for  health-salt  and 
?ffervescing  preparations.  Straw-hat  cleaning  preparations 
have  also  been  in  great  request.  There  are  at  present 
effective  displays  of  spring  medicines  in  several  suburban 
pharmacies. 

In  condemning  the  practice  of  feeding  babies  with  pro- 
prietary preparations,  the  lady  health  visitor  of  the 
Swinton  and  Pendlebury  districts  of  Lancashire  states  in 
her  annual  report  that  although  their  use  is  declining  it 
;s  etill  far  too  common.  Many  mothers,  the  young  and 
inexperienced  for  the  most  part,  actually  purchase  any 
preparation  because  they  are  struck  with  the  picture  of 
the  baby  on  the  tin  or  poster,  she  adds. 

Poison-licences. 
Conways,  Ltd.,  nurserymen,  16  and  18   Bull  Green, 
Halifax,  have  applied  to  the  Town  Council  for  a  poison- 
licence. 

The  Bexhill-on-Sea  Town  Council  on  April  22  discussed 
Ma  application  for  a  poison-licence  by  a  local  florist,  Mr. 
-•rray  They  opposed  the  granting  of  a  licence  on  the 
rronnd  that  it  would  take  away  business  from  the  chemists. 
1  he  Mayor  (Mr.  D.  Mayer,  J.P.)  remarked  that  it  would 
«0W  a  very  narrow-minded  policy  if  the  licence  was 
■efused.  No  one  got  up  a  petition  to  prevent  chemists 
selling  photographic  apparatus.  The  application  was 
granted.  r 

Contracts. 

.  Fav.ereham  Town  Council.— Mr.  Thomas,  Faversham, 
:or  disinfectants  at  29Z.  8s.  Bd. 

Holywell  Urban  Council.— Mr.  David  Hughes,  chemist, 
Holywell,  for  mykrol  at  10.--.  per  cwt, 


Swansea  Town  Council.  The  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
formalin  tablets;  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood,  Ltd.,  for 
disinfecting- powder. 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. — Victoria  Rubber  Co.,  for 
1.000  yards  of  waterproof  sheeting;  A.  Gallenkamp  &  Co., 
for  the  supply  of  laboratory  appliances  to  all  institutions. 

Metropolitan  Water  Board. — Baird  &  Tatlock  (London), 
Ltd.,  for  an  annual  supply  of  laboratory  apparatus,  test- 
tubes,  etc. ;  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co.,  for  the  year's 
supply  of  chemicals. 

Government  Contracts. — Admiralty. — Surgical  dress- 
ings :  Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Birmingham;  Darton, 
Gibbs  &  Co.,  Oldbury;  Galen  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd., 
Benjamin  Lees  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (C.  Newsome  Department), 
Manchester;  Liverpool  Lint  Co.,  Robinson  &  Son6,  Ltd., 
Chesterfield;  Sanitary  Wood  Wool  Co.,  Ltd.,  T.  J.  Smith 
&  Nephew,  Ltd.,  Hull;  W.  G.  Taylor,  Saltley  ;  Vernon  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Preston.  Liquor  cresoli  saponatus  :  Pearson's 
Antiseptic  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hull.  Crown  Agents  for  the. 
Colonies. — Howards  &  Sons  for  quinine. 

From  Various  Courts. 

At  Stockport  Police  Court  on  April  22,  Thomas  Charnley 
was  committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  deliberately 
smashing  with  his  clogs  the  windows  of  the  shop  of  Boots 
Ltd.,  Bridge  Street,  Stockport.  It  was  stated  in  court 
that  the  damage  amounted  to  30Z. 

At  Pembroke  Dock,  a  case  in  which  Hugh  Eli  O'Grady, 
who  was  charged  with  stealing  property  value  20?.  8.s\  from 
his  employer,  Mr.  William  Henry  Bowling,  chemist  and 
dental-requisite  manufacturer,  44  Dimond  Street,  Pem- 
broke Dock,  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  bound  over  in  the 
sum  of  1QI.  for  twelve  months. 

At  the  West  London  Police  Court  on  April  22,  Robert 
Barton  (32)  and  Grace  Parker  (27)  were  remanded  in 
custody  on  a  charge  of  knowingly  uttering  counterfeit 
coins  at  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Day,  chemist  and 
druggist,  113  Dawes  Road,  Fulham,  and  the  drug-store  of 
Mr.  Philip  Vincent,  19  Jerdan  Place,  Walham  Green. 

At  Dartford  on  April  23,  Thomas  Ernest  Bax,  described 
as  a  property  manager,  Woolwich,  was  charged  with  at- 
tempting to  murder  Clara  Lewis,  an  employe  of  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Dartford.  Accused  shot  at 
Miss  Lewis  twice,  hitting  her  on  the  arm.  He  afterwards 
turned  the  weapon  on  himself,  but  his  wound  was  only 
slight. 

At  Tunbridge  Wells  County  Court,  Alfred  H,eathorn, 
commission  agent,  Piccadilly,  London,  W.,  sued  William 
Fearne  Crowther,  chemist  and  druggist,  Mayfield,  to  re- 
cover a  sum  of  94L  3s.  5d.,  a  debt  occasioned  by 
certain  betting  transactions  between  the  parties,  which, 
plaintiff  contended,  owing  to  certain  letters,  passed  out  of 
the  purview  of  the  Gaming  Acts.  Judge  Parry  held  that 
the  correspondence  revealed  no  new  contract,  and,  ad- 
mitting the  plea  of  the  Gaming  Act,  gave  judgment  for 
the  defendant,  with  costs. 

Jonathan  Hodgson,  drysalter,  24  Hunter  Road,  Hills- 
borough, was,  on  April  23,  committed  for  trial  by  the 
Sheffield  magistrates  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  money  by 
false  pretences  by  selling  adulterated  pepper  to  small  shop- 
keepers. Mr.  G.  E.  Scott  Smith,  the  city  analyst,  stated 
that  the  pepper  contained  50  per  cent,  of  rice  flour.  It 
was  stated  that  defendant  had  sold  the  adulterated  pepper 
at  llrf.  a  lb.  Defendant  explained  that  he  had  been  ill 
since  January,  and  his  son  had  been  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness. His  son  must  have  mixed  packages  of  pepper  with 
packages  of  a  sausage-seasoning  which  defendant  sold. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  Q2 ws  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

At  the  Registered  Druggist  examination  held  at  Belfast, 
Robert   Gray,   Belfast,  passed.    Four   candidates  were 

rejected. 
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Business  Changes. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Nugent,  Ph.C,  has  opened  a  pharmacy  at 
Terenure,  Rathgar. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Corcoran,  Ph.C,  has  opened  a  new  business 
at  136  North  Strand,  Dublin. 

Mr.  T.  Keawell,  Ph.C,  has  acquired  Harper's  Medical 
Hall,  Kenilworth  Buildings,  Harold's  Cross,  Dublin. 

Mr  B.  J.  Costello,  Ph.C,  has  taken  over  Mr.  Fletcher 
Jackson's  business  at  Terenure,  Rathgar,  Mr.  Jackson 
having  left  for  New  York. 

Messrs  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson,  Ltd.,  Dublin, 
have  acquired  the  block  of  buildings  at  the  corner  of 
D'Olier  Street  and  Westmorland  Street,  Dublin,  where 
they  intend  opening  a  new  pharmacy. 

The  business  carried  on  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne, 
The  Medical  Hall,  134  Dublin  Road,  Belfast,  has  been 
purchased  by  Mr.  J.  Bowden,  Ph.C.  Mr.  Bowden  was 
with  Mr.  Payne  for  a  number  of  years. 

Personal. 

Sir  Wm.  Whitla,  M.D.,  performed  the  opening  cere- 
mony at  the  Orient  Missionary  Exhibition  in  the  Ulster 
Hall,  Belfast,  on  April  22. 

A  dance,  organised  by  Mr.  M.  McDonald,  Ph.C.,  in 
aid  of  the  Nazareth  House,  was  held  in  the  Exhibition 
Hall,  Belfast,  on  April  24. 

Mr.  J.  Edgar  Connor,  Ph.C,  has  been  nominated  by  the 
Newry  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  appointment  on  the 
Irish  Advisory  Committee  on  the  National  Insurance  Act. 

The  following  have  been  appointed  to  church  offices  at 
the  Easter  Vestry  meetings  :  Mr.  A.  N.  Cole,  Ph.C, 
Youghal;  Mr.  I.  Davison,  Ph.C,  Portadown;  Mr.  W. 
Hayes,  Ph.C,  Harold's  Cross;  Mr.  W.  H.  Howe,  Ph.C, 
Carrickfergus ;  Mr.  R.  F.  McCartney,  Ph.C,  Colerame ; 
Mr.  H.  O'Connor,  Ph.C,  "Upper  Sackville  Street,  Dublin; 
Sir  Thomas  W.  Robinson,  Ph.C,  Irishtown;  Mr.  J.  M. 
Torrens,  Ph.C,  Youghal;  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  Ph.C,  Pem- 
broke; Mr.  W.  A.  Frizzell,  registered  druggist,  Port- 
stewart. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ramsay  Bryson  (23),  chemist's  assistant, 
Dunfermline,  has  been  missing  since  April  22. 

Mr.  James  Spence,  pharmacist,  1  Mounthooly,  Aberdeen, 
has  purchased  the  business  of  Messrs.  Strachan  &  Gerrie, 
138  Rosemount  Place,  Aberdeen. 

Claims  against  the  late  George  Ross  Fowler,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Forfar,  are  to  be  lodged  with  Messrs.  W.  & 
A.  S.  Gordon,  solicitors,  Forfar. 

St.  Cuthbert's  Co-operative  Association,  Ltd.,  Edin- 
burgh, proposes  adopting  Wednesday  as  the  half -holiday, 
instead  of  Tuesday,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Borthwick  Watson,  2  Bank  Street,  Falkirk,  as 
trustee  of  the  estate  of  David  Draper  Duncan,  chemist, 
High  Street,  Falkirk,  is  receiving  claims  and  debts  con- 
nected therewith. 

Glasgow  and  the  West. 

With  the  presence  of  summerlike  weather,  chemists  are 
now  showing  salines,  etc.,  prominently. 

Mr.  Charles  McDermid  has  withdrawn  from  the  business 
of  E.  J.  Kennedy  &  Co.,  wholesale  perfumers,  Dundas 
Street,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Kennedy  is  continuing  it. 

Dr.  Andrew  McCredie,  Stranraer,  who  was  recently 
appointed  medical  officer  to  the  Parish  Council  of  Inch, 
Stranraer,  has  acquired  the  medical  practice  and  chemist's 
business  of  the  late  Dr.  Andrew  Cluckie,  George  Street. 

This  promises  to  be  a  busier  year  than  hitherto  on  the 
bowling-greens.  Bowling  as  a  pastime  for  chemists  is 
becoming  more  and  more  popular  in  the  West,  and  now 
that  the  half-holiday  approaches,  many  more  will  probably 
be  seen  on  the  "  greens." 


A  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Chemists' 
Friendly  Society  was  held  on  April  23,  when  the  drafting 
of  rules  and  other  business  was  considered.  Mr.  C.  T. 
Cockburn,  F.C.S.,  managing  director  of  Messrs.  Cockburn 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  has  given  a  handsome  donation  to  the  funds 
of  the  Society. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent  ) 


British  Chamber  of  Commerce. — At  a  Board  meeting 
held  at  Paris  on  April  19,  the  President  (Mr.  0.  E. 
Bodington)  announced  that,  in  reply  to  the  Chamber's 
recent  petition  for  a  reduction  in  parcel-post  rates  from 
Great  Britain  to  France,  H.M.  Postmaster  General  had 
written  stating  that  negotiations  are  proceeding,  and  he 
hoped  shortly  to  be  able  to  make  a  substantial  reduction  in 
the  rates. 

Bank  Holidays. — The  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association 
have  considered  the  advisability  of  corporate  action  regard 
ing  closing  days,  to  prevent  the  uncertainty  often  reigning 
in  wholesale  trades  when,  for  instance,  a  bank  holiday 
falls  on  a  Friday,  Sunday,  or  Tuesday.  A  list  was  drawn 
up  and  voted  nem.  con.  Outside  the  regular  French  bank 
holidays  provision  is  made  for  midday  closing  on  the  two 
Carnival  Days  of  Shrove  Tuesday  and  the  Thursday  of 
Mid-Lent,  on  the  "Jours  des  Morts  "  (November  2),  and 
January  2 ;  November  1  and  January  1  are  statute  holidays. 
The  National  Fete  (July  14)  falling  on  a  Sunday,  an  extra 
day  (July  15)  will  be  given.  Good  Friday  and  Boxing  Day 
are  ignored  in  France;  so  Easter  Monday,  Whit  Monday, 
Ascension  Day,  Assumption  (August  15),  and  Christmas 
Day  complete  the  yearly  list  of  holidays. 

The  Telephone  Thief  has  become  a  nuisance  to  Parisian 
wholesale  druggists.  He  'phones  an  order  to  a  wholesale 
drug-house,  giving  the  name  of  some  provincial  or  suburban 
pharmacist,  and  instructing  the  goods  to  be  delivered  at  a 
cafe  or  other  establishment  near  a  railway  station  and  to 
be  "  booked  to  his  account."  A  large  drug-house  in  the 
French  metropolis  has  been  so  frequently  the  victim  of 
these  "chevaliers  d'industrie "  that  it  gives  printed  and 
public  notice  to  pharmacists  that  no  telephonic  order  will 
be  accepted  unless  the  place  of  delivery  stipulated  is  the 
speaker's  own  address  or  some  establishment  "  perfectly 
and  personally  known"  to  the  vendors.  Another  modern 
institution,  the  indiarubber  stamp,  is  also  utilised  by  the 
up-to-date  sharper.  The  stamp  of  some  pharmacy  is 
obtained  secretly  or  actually  imitated,  and  thus  apparently 
emanating  from  some  pharmacist  duly  inscribed  in  the 
directory  is  presented,  with  a  request,  of  course,  to 
"deliver  goods  to  bearer." 


CANADIAN  NEWS. 

(From  the  "C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


Trade  Increasing. — The  Customs  collected  at  the  port 
of  Ottawa  for  the  year  ending  March  31  were  $1,475,198, 
or  $207,000  more  than  the  previous  year. 

C.Ph.A. — Mr.  E.  S.  Knowlton  has  been  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Commercial  Interest  Committee  of  the 
Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Association  in  place  of  the 
late  Mr.  A.  W.  P.  Gourlie. 

Explosion. — The  Northfield  works  of  the  Canadian 
Explosives  Co.,  Nanaimo,  British  Columbia,  were  the 
scene  of  an  explosion  on  April  10.  The  superintendent 
and  one  labourer  were  killed. 

Regulating  the  Sale  of  Proprietaries. — The  Minister 
of  Inland  Revenue  at  Ottawa  has  announced  recently, 
states  the  "  Montreal  Pharmaceutical  Journal,"  that  he 
intends  introducing  an  amendment  to  the  Proprietary 
or  Patent  Medicine  Act.  The  direction  in  which  the 
Government  will  proceed  is  not  stated,  but  it  is  sug- 
gested the  collection  of  fees  for  licences  to  manufacture 
proprietary  preparations  should  be  enforced  in  a  stricter  it 
manner  than  at  present.  The  licence  costs  $1,  and  covers  I 
all  the  manufactures  of  the  holder. 
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We  referred  to  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  W.  P.  Gourlie  in 
our  i6sue  for  April  6  (index  folio  501).  Mr.  Gourlie 
graduated  from  the  Ontario 
College  of  Pharmacy  in  1902, 
and  at  first  conducted  a  drug- 
business  in  Maple  Creek.  When 
his  father  died  in  1903  he  took 
over  the  family  business  at 
Summerside,  Prince  Edward 
Island,  which  was  established 
in  1866.  When  the  P.E.I. 
Pharmacy  Act  was  passed  in 
1905  Mr.  Gourlie  was  an  ap- 
pointed member  of  the  first 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  in  1908  was  Presi- 
dent. He  was  a  founder  of 
the  Canadian  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  his  confreres  in 
Prince  Edward  Island,  as  well 
as  by  leading  pharmacists  throughout  the  Dominion. 


JIr.  A 


P.  GOCItLlE 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
"The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
<t  to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
■    Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


The  Union. 

Weights  and  Measures.— The  text  of  a  Bill  to  con- 
solidate and  amend  the  laws  relating  to  weights  and 
measures  was  published  in  the  Government  "Gazette"  of 
March  20.  The  first  chapter  of  the  Bill  provides  for  the 
establishment  of  standard  measures  of  weight,  capacity 
or  volume,  length,  superficial  area,  and  cubic  content 
throughout  the  Union,  such  standards  being  as  set  forth 
in  the  second  schedule  to  the  Bill.  The  standards  of 
weight  mentioned  there  are  metric,  avoirdupois,  troy,  and 
carat  weight,  the  unit  of  the  standard  being  the  kilogram. 
The  standard  measures  of  capacity  are  metric  and  imperial, 
with  the  litre  as  the  unit  of  the  standard.  Length  includes 
metric,  imperial,  and  Cape  measures,  so  also  for  super- 
ficial area,  while  the  standard  measures  of  cubic  content 
are  metric  and  imperial  measures.  In  the  second  chapter 
of  the  Bill,  dealing  with  the  use  of  weights  and  measures, 
there  is  no  provision  for  adopting  the  metric  instead  of 
imperial  measures,  except  in  the  case  of  drugs.  In  regard 
to  this,  Clause  12  (3)  is  as  follows  : 

From  a  dato  fixed  by  the  Governor-General  by  proclama- 
tion in  the  "  Gazette."  no  person  shall  sell  drugs  and  medi- 
cines retail  by  weight  or  measure,  except  by  measures  of  the 
metric  system. 

This  is  a  modification  of  the  terms  formerly  proposed, 
and  permissive  rather  than  compulsory.    The  standards 
are  confusing,  for  while  there  is  ample  provision  for  use 
in  trade  of  imperial  and  Cape  weights  and  measures,  the 
ultimate  standards  are  in  metric  terms.      This  is  appar- 
ently for  official  purposes  only— i.e.,  for  the  Government 
weights  and  measures  authority. 
Cape  Province. 
Pharmacy   Board  Examination  Rules.— Approval  is 
gazetted  of  Section  17  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the 
I  olomal  Pharmacy  Board  (Cape  of  Good  Hope)  relating 
to  examinations  (published  in  Government  Notice  No  48 
ot  June  23,  1910)  being  amended  to  read  as  follows  : 
H.iT*  NS  candidato  shall  be  admitted  for  examination  by 
,n  l,„o°        j     h.as  I?0t  ,obtai»t'd  a  certificate  showing  that 
Son,  asPfoUolsa  Standard  ln  Preliminary  and  general  educa- 
*0!uAn£  1>reliminary  examination  accepted  as  such  by 
una  rha.ri,nTac!utlcnl  Society  of  Great  Britain,  or 
(0)  School  Higher  Examination  of  the  Cape  University 
or    University   Junior   Certificate    Examination  for 
ocnools,  or 

"  {\t?J  cxanlinati°»  ?f  a  legally  constituted  examining 
bony,  approved  by  the  Pharmacy  Board,  provided  that 
in  each  instance  (6)  or  (c),  English,  Latin,  and  Arith- 


metic were  included  in  the  subjects  of  the  examination 
for  which  the  certificate  was  granted,  and  provided 
further  that  at  such  examination  the  person  desiring 
to  be  admitted  to  the  Board's  examination  was  actually 
examined  in  English,  Latin,  and  Arithmetic,  and 
passed  therein." 


Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  Mr.  G.  Stuart 
Jones,  Durban,  on  March  21,  at  8.15  p.m.,  when  Messrs. 
Dunkerton  (Vice-President),  Champion,  Tyson,  Whysall, 
Anderson,  Gale,  Jones,  Firth,  Cooper,  M.  W.  Stranack,  and 
Goodbrand  (Hon.  Secretary)  were  present. 

The  Correspondence  related  to  the  Metric  Bill,  and  was 
from  the  various  pharmaceutical  societies  and  associations 
of  South  Africa,  six  chemists  who  had  received  replies  from 
their  Parliamentary  representatives,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  four  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly.  A 
reply  was  also  read  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Minister  of 
Commerce  and  Industries,  who  gave  the  assurance  that  the 
clause  relating  to  the  compulsory  enforcement  of  the  metric 
system  would  very  likely  be  abandoned. 

Importation  of  Acetic  Acid. — Mr.  Jones,  who  introduced 
this  subject,  said  that  the  Majority  report  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Industries  recommended  the  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  acetic  acid  into  South  Africa.  It  was  thought 
that  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  chemists  were  allowed  to 
medicate  acetic  acid  in  bond,  the,  preparation  then  paying 
an  ad  valorem  duty  of  12  per  cent.  The  Hon.  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  write  to  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  Pre- 
toria on  the  matter. 

New  Member. — Mr.  A.  Fyvie,  of  Messrs.  Lennon,  Ltd., 
Durban,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Society. 


AUSTRALASIAN  NEWS, 

'The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to 
all  the  members  of  nine  Societies  of  Chemists  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  and  to  many  other  Chemists  in  business 
there. 


New  South  Wales. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. — By  a  "Gazette"  notice  pub- 
lished on  February  28  the  sale  and  advertising  of 
Mrs.  Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup  is  prohibited  in  New 
South  Wales  after  March  26. 

Early  Closing. — A  meeting  of  master  chemists  was 
held  in  Sydney  on  March  12.  Mr.  A.  Wadsworth, 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Wadsworth,  m  opening  the  proceedings,  said  that 
he  was  opposed  to  closing  at  6  p.m.,  and  of  seventy 
pharmacists  whom  he  had  questioned  only  three  favoured 
such  an  early  hour.  A  deputation  which  recently  waited 
upon  the  Minister  of  Labour  did  not  represent,  truly, 
chemists.  Mr.  Sharp  said  the  greater  part  of  his  busi- 
ness was  done  after  6  p.m.  Mr.  Carroll  thought  the 
proposal  diabolical,  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Brereton  characterised 
it  as  iniquitous.  It  was  resolved  to  send  a  deputation  to 
the  Minister  to  lay  before  him  the  views  of  the  master 
pharmacists  of  Sydney. 

Reciprocity  Fees. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Pharmacy 
Board  on  March  12,  a  letter  was  received  from  the 
Pharmacy  Board  of  Queensland  protesting  against  the 
fee  of  121.  12s.  proposed  to  be  charged  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  for  the  admission  of 
candidates  under  the  reciprocity  agreement,  as  "  ex- 
cessive and  prohibitive."  After  some  discussion  it  was 
decided  not  to  take  action.  The  Registrar  complained  of 
the  system  of  issuing  certificates  adopted  by  the  British 
authorities.  Candidates  for  admission  produced  a  slip  of 
paper,  signed  by  someone  whom  the  Board  does  not  know, 
stating  that  "So-and-so"  has  passed  the  Final  examina- 
tion. He  thought  the  authorities  should  be  asked  to  adopt 
some  satisfactory  certificate  and  keep  to  it. 

Opium  in  China. — "  The  Times"  has  had  a  telegram  from 
Lanchaufu,  the  capital  of  Kansu  province,  stating  that 
Major  Pereira  finds  that  the  poppy  has  been  replanted 
throughout  the  province. 

A  Glycerin-hadit  is  mentioned  in  "  Pharmaceutische 
Praxis,"  where  a  young  man  of  twenty  took  a  kilogram  of 
glycerin  a  day  as  a  cure  for  nervousness.  So  great  was 
the  craving  for  the  drug  that  when  his  friends  would  not 
obtain  it  for  him  he  stole  a  supply. 


Index   Folio  599 


53 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DEUGGIST 


April  27,  1912 


LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Flat  or  High  Stoppers.— In  the  City  of  London  Court, 
before  Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  on  April  23,  Messrs.  Orme  & 
Co.,  93  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  sued  Dr.  Richard  Weiss, 
managing  director  of  Roborat  Co.,  Ltd.,  23  Cloth  Fair,  E.G., 
for  three  guineas  for  supplying  certain  special  stoppers  for 
bottles  to  go  into  a  surgical-instrument  case.  Plaintiffs'  case 
was  that  they  first  sent  the  defendant  four  gross  of  stoppers, 
and  it  was  not  until  another  four  gross  was  delivered  that 
the  defendant  said  they  did  not  fit,  and  he  would  not  pay 
for  them. — Defendant  said  that  the  bottles  sent  to  him  by 
the  plaintiffs  at  first  were  useless,  because  they  would-  not 
fit  the  case  for  which  they  were  intended.  They  had  been 
mado  with  high  stoppers,  instead  of  flat  ones;  hence  their 
unsuitability.  He  only  kept  the  first  lot  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  the  plaintiffs'  traveller. — Plaintiffs'  managing 
director  said  that  the  traveller  was  not  with  them  now.  Any 
complaint  was  made  to  the  traveller,  and  not  to  him. — De- 
fendant's solicitor  said  that  the  plaintiffs'  traveller  was 
at  fault  in  not  communicating  defendant's  complaint  to  the 
plaintiffs. — Judge  Rentoul  said  that  without  the  traveller 
the  plaintiffs  could  do  nothing.  He  had  probably  deceived 
the  plaintiffs. — Defendant's  lady  secretary  said  she  heard 
the  defendant  order  flat  stoppers  instead  of  high  ones. — 
Judgment  was  given  for  the  defendant,  with  costs. 

Sale  of  a  Business. -In  the  Belfast  Recorder's  Court  on 
April  23,  Judge  Craig  heard  an  action  brought  by  Mr. 
Thomas  L.  Cole,  Ph.C.  and  artificial-teeth  manufacturer, 
61  Great  Victoria  Street,  Belfast,  and  formerly  of  Lurgan. 
against  Mr.  J.  Birchall  Sweeney,  registered  druggist, 
90  Albertbridge  Road,  Belfast,  to  recover  15/.  Us.  Ud.  for 
goods  and  cash  lent.  There  was  a,  counterclaim  for  20/. 
damage  for  alleged  breach  of  contract.  Mr.  Cole  having 
being  examined,  the  defendant  was  called  in  regard  to  the 
counterclaim.  His  case  was  that,  in  consideration  of  his 
entering  the  plaintiff's  services,  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  give 
him  first  option  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  his  pharmacy 
in  Lurgan.  The  plaintiff,  however,  had  disposed  of  1  hat- 
business  without  giving  him  the  option  of  purchasing. — 
Judge  Craig  said  that  Mr.  Sweeney  seemed  to  be  a  straight- 
forward man,  and  he  hoped  his  present  venture  would  be  a 
success.  That,  however,  was  quite  apart  from  that  par- 
ticular action.  Assuming  that  there  was  some  sort  of  an 
agreement  that  he  should  get  first  option  of  purchasing  the 
business,  which  seemed  to  him  (his  Honour)  a  little  vague, 
and  supposing  that  Mr.  Cole  had  decided,  on  the  eve  of 
completing  with  the  purchaser,  who  had  bought  the  place 
for  610/.,  to  offer  it  to  Mr.  Sweeney  for  that  sum,  what  could 
Mr.  Sweeney  have  said  ?  He  admitted  that  he  would  not 
have  bought  it  at  610?.  It  was  quite  plain  he  could  not 
have  got  the  money,  and  he  (his  Honour)  could  not  give 
him  any  damages  at  all.  He  would  dismiss  the  counter- 
claim, and  give  the  plaintiff  a  decree  for  15/.  14s.  Ud. 

Selling:  Businesses  to  Wives. -In  the  City  of  London 
Court,  before  Judge  Rentoul,  K.G.,  on  April  19,  Mr. 
William  Burnham,  9  Queen's  Gardens.  Ealing,  applied  to 
have  Mr.  Louis  Lennard,  trading  as  H.  Brooks,  chemical 
manufacturer.  North  View,  Boxmoor,  committed  for  the 
non-payment  of  43?.  due.  Judge  Rentoul  said  that  the  case 
had  been  before  him  on  a  previous  occasion.  Defendant  had 
(old  him  that  he  had  sold  his  business  to  his  wife.  That  was 
not  generally  believed  in  that  court. — Mr.  Bower,  plaintiff's 
solicitor,  stated  that  the  defendant  had  evaded  the  service 
of  seven  judgment  summonses. — Defendant  said  he  had  no 
income  at  present.  He  had  sold  his  business  to  his  wife. — 
Judge  Rentoul :  We  generally  know  what  that  means. — 
Defendant  added  that  if  that  had  not  been  done  there  would 
have  been  no  business  left. — Mr.  Bower  said  that  the  case 
first  came  before  the  Court  in  1910.  It  was  in  respect  of 
25/.  obtained  by  the  defendant,  from  the  plaintiff  as  security 
for  his  son,  who  was  induced  to  join  the  defendant  in  busi- 
ness with  a  prospect  of  taking  one-third  of  the  profits  of  the 
business.  After  the  money  was  paid  over,  and  the  plaintiff's 
son  had  been  attending  for  some  time,  the  defendant  found 
fault  and  made  complaints  about  the  plaintiff's  son,  and  the 
defendant  was  sued  for  the  return  of  the,  25/.  It  appeared 
to  be  the  defendant's  practice  to  advertise  for  the  sons  of 
gentlemen  to  join  him  in  business,  pay  25/.  down  as  cash 
security  with  the  possibility  of  taking  a  third  of  the  profits.— 
Defendant  declared  that  that  was  untrue. — Mr.  Bower  added 
that  the  plaintiff  had  received  letters  from  other  people  who 
had  been  "  done  "  in  the  same  way. — Defendant  denied  that 
they  had  been  "done." — Mr.  Bower  said  another  man  had 
got  his  -money  back  by  taking  strong  measures. — Defendant 
said  that  was  untrue  too.  It  was  all  very  well  to  make  state- 
ments. He  was  robbed  by  a  clerk  and  traveller,  and  that 
caused  him  to  be  without,  money.    He  asked  his  wife  to  sell 


her  securities,  which  she  did  for  125/.,  and  she  now  carried 
on  the  business;  otherwise  he  would  have  had  to  close  down. 
In  cross-examination,  he  said  he  managed  the  business  for 
his  wife.  That  was  only  natural. — Judge  Rentoul :  How 
was  judgment  obtained  against  you,  and  not  against  your 
wife? — Defendant  said  in  1909  he  told  the  plaintiff  he  would 
be  personally  responsible  for  the  money.  The  arrangement 
provided  that  the  plaintiff's  son  should  not  divulge  any- 
thing about  the  business  or  tell  any  of  its  secrets.  He  had 
admitted  that  he  had  bi'oken  that  undertaking,  and  had  said 
that  the  "  show  "  was  no  good,  that  he  was  leaving,  and  he 
did  not  think  he  would  get  his  money  back.  His  wife's 
shares  of  125/.  only  realised  63/.  He  traded  in  the  name  of 
Brooks  as  a  manufacturer  of  chemicals.  His  wife  and  son 
carried  it  on  now.  For  the  past  year  he  had  been  unable  to 
work,  and  had  nearly  lost  his  sight. — Judge  Rentoul  said 
that  the  plaintiff's  money  had  been  obtained  by  the 
defendant  and  his  firm,  which  was  still  going  on  and  which 
the  defendant  started.  Consequently  the  firm  ought  to  pay. 
— Defendant  desired  to  add  that  his  wife  offered  the  plaintiff 
25/.,  but  it  was  refused. — Mr.  Bower  was  sure  the  defendant 
did  not  mean  to  pay  the  debt  unless  he  was  made  to 
do  so. — Judge  Rentoul:  That  may  be. — Defendant:  I  simply 
cannot  pay. — Mr.  Bower  declared  that  the  defendant  kept 
two  gardeners  and  a  maidservant. — Defendant  denied  that. — 
Judge  Rentoul  thought  the  statement  very  strong. 
Defendant's  business  ought  to  be  made  to  pay.  Husband- 
and-wife  juggles  had  often  been  before  him,  but  he  never 
knew  one  of  them  to  bear  the  light  of  day. — Mr.  Bower 
asked  what  salary  the  defendant  received  from  his  wife. — 
Defendant:  No  salary. — Mr.  Bower:  You  work  for  the  love 
of  it  ? — Defendant :  I  have  not  done  any  work  for  twelve 
months. — Mr.  Bower  :  Be  careful  ! — Defendant :  I  am  very 
careful,  as  careful  as  you  are.  I  go  to  the  office  if  I  choose. — 
Mr.  Bower  :  Where  were  you  when  the  summons  was  served 
upon  you? — Defendant:  Ah!  How  did  you  know  where  I 
was?  (Laughter.)  There  is  collusion  between -this  man  and 
the  traveller  who  robbed  me. — Judge  Rentoul:  Have  you 
one  or  two  businesses? — Defendant  said  he  bad  two. — Judge 
Rentoul  ordered  payment  of  1/.  a  month,  with  committal  in 
default. — Mr.  Bower  asked  if  it  were  possible  to  join  the 
wife  in  that  order. — Judge  Rentoul  feared  it  was  not. — 
Defendant:  I  would  like  to  know  how  he  knew  where  I  was 
when  he  served  me. — Mr.  Bower  :  We  followed  him. — Judge 
Rentoul  :  He  got  to  know  because  he  is  a  clever  solicitor. 
(Laughter.) — Defendant  :  I  was  tricked  into  going  to  that 
place. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Unless  when  otherwise  stated  these  cases  have  been  heard  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justice,  London, 

Ammonia  Alkali. 
In  the  Court  of  Appeal,  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
and  Lords  Justices  Buckley  and  Kennedy  on  April  20, 
the  case  of  Jepson  &  Co.  v.  Ashworth  was  heard  upon 
the  defendant's  application  for  judgment  or  new  trial  in 
the  action  which  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore 
and  a  special  jury  at  Leeds.  The  action  had  to  do  with 
the  quality  of  ammonia  alkali  delivered,  and  was  reported 
in  the  C.  &  D.,  December  9,  1911,  index  folio  840.  The 
jury  gave  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs,  who  alleged  that  the 
alkali  delivered  was  not  of  the  quality  required.  From 
this  decision  the  defendant  (Mr.  Arthur  Ashworth,  Bury) 
now  appealed,  upon  the  ground  that  as  the  defendant  was 
only  the  representative  or  agent  of  the  Ammonia  Soda 
Co.,  Ltd.,  and  there  was  no  evidence  given  at  the  trial 
of  any  novation  of  the  contract,  the  learned  Judge  ought 
not  to  have  allowed  the  case  to  go  to  the  jury.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  arguments  of  counsel  their  Lordships 
held  that  there  must  be  a  new  trial,  awarded  the  appellants 
the  costs  of  the  appeal,  and  directed  that  the  costs  of  the 
first  trial  should  abide  the  result  of  the  second. 

Gillette  Safety-razor. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  April  19,  Mr.  Justice 
Warrington  had  before  him  a  motion  by  the  Gillette 
Safety-razor  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Leicester,  against  A.  W. 
Gamage,  Ltd.,  of  Holborn,  London. 

Mr.  Martelli,  K.C.,  said  the  plaintiffs  asked  for  an 
injunction  to  restrain  Mr.  Gamage  from  selling  Gillette 
razors  at  less  than  the  usual  trade  price.  The  plaintiffs 
were  exceedingly  anxious  to  have  the  motion  disposed  of 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Two  years  ago  Mr. 
Gamage  successfully  attached  the  validity  of  the  plain- 
tiffs' patent,  but  the  plaintiffs  got  leave  to  amend  it, 
upon  the  condition  that  they  would  not  sue  in  respect  of 
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any  razors  made  or  imported  before  1909.  The  urgency 
of  the  present  application  was  that  Mr.  Gamage  had 
adopted  the  practice  of  obliterating  the  mark  on  the 
razors,  and  thus  removing  the  only  means  by  which  the 
plaintiffs  could  trace  the  razors. 

Mr.  Kerley,  for  the  defendants,  pointed  out  that  it  had 
taken  the  plaintiffs  a  year  to  bring  on  this  urgent  motion 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Martelli  said  that  was  owing  to  the  time  taken  to 
get  the  patent  amended. 

His  Lordship  said  he  did  not  see  how  he  could  impose 
any  terms  on  the  defendants  while  the  motion  was  standing 
over. 

Mr.  Kerley  :  We  have  been  selling  the  razors  and  openly 
defying  the  plaintiffs  for  over  a  year. 

His  Lordship  ordered  the  case  "to  stand  over  for  a 
week  so  that  the  defendants  could  answer  the  plaintiffs' 
evidence,  remarking  that  the  plaintiffs  had  not  been  very 
diligent  in  bringing  the  matter  on. 

Chemist  Committed  foe  Contempt. 

On  Friday,  April  19,  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady,  in  the 
Chan,  ci  v  Division,  dealt  with  a  motion  made  bv  the 
Quinine-Bitters  Manufacturing  Co..  the  successors  of 
Gwilym  Evans,  of  Llanelly,  that  Mr.  Morgan  W.  James 
■  hemist  and  druggist,  of  Llanellv,  trading  at  Claire 
Place,  Cardiff,  as  Morgan  W.  James  &  Co.,  manufac- 
turing chemists,  should  be  committed  to  prison  for  con- 
tempt of  court.  The  allegation  was  that  the  defendant 
bad  disobeyed  an  order  of  the  Court  by  which  he  was 
restrained  from  using  the  name  of  Gwilym  Evans  in  any 
shape  or  form  in  connection  with  his  "business  for  the 
manufacture  or  sale  of  quinine-bitters. 

Counsel  appearing  for  the  plaintiffs  said  the  defendant 
already  appeared  in  answer  to  four  motions  in  con- 
EfCtion  with  the  use  by  him  of  the  name  "Gwilym 
avails,  and  he  had  been  committed  to  prison  twice  for 
disobeying  the  Court.  The  plaintiffs  complained  that  the 
attendant  had  now  issued  a  circular  or  pamphlet  con- 
taining the  prices  of  his  manufactures,  and  opposite  the 
price  of  his  quinine-bitters  he  had  prominently  displayed 
the  name  of  Gwilym  Evans.  The  use  by  him  of  that 
name i  was  strictly  against  the  order  of  the  Court.  He 
also  stated  in  the  pamphlet  that  the  business  was  carried 
f"  f-i T  mvy'  whereas  his  offices  were  at  Claire  Place, 
Uirdi  ft  rhe  way  he  had  used  the  forbidden  name  was 
DJ  stating  that  he  was  a  relative  of  the  late  Gwilym 
\ L;Ulell}\  1,1  ]lis  affidavit  the  defendant  had 
stated  that  the  plaintiffs  had  no  right  to  the  exclusive 
"*  <'t  the  name  "  quinine-bitters."  seoin-  that  hundreds 
W  chemists  put  up  a  bitters  of  their  own.    The  pamphlet 

a  used  to  get  orders,  and  he  had  no  intention  of  usin" 
."7  ",(;wil;v,n  Kvans"  to  show  that  he  was  dealing 
Y'1    he  plaintiffs    preparation.    That  suggestion  was  a 
Mietch  of  imagination. 

Defendant  who  appeared  in  person,  said  he  had  acted 
qmte  mnocently  in  this  case,  and  he  had  no  intention  of 

:"-';n»*t  the  order  of  the  Cum  I 
<-mn!f-,ti    n  SlT  :    This  ini"ncti<>n  was  to  restrain  you 
You  In™       wT  ,,S'Hg  the  name  "Gwilym;  Evans." 

\ f  ,  ,  lfyH,h,e  U'VW  hl  •V0lu"  l'"<e-list  or  pamphlet. 
0.  ,  in  h6  dld  not  read  the  injunction  that  way. 

u         ,       T*  i™5  a  Sma11  item  in  lils  P»ce-liSt.  He 
added  that  he,  had  printed  2,000  lists,   of  which  1  800 
roman.ed.  »nd  he  would  hand  those' over  to  plahSs 
•'■>d  gne  an  undertaking  not  to  use  the  name  again, 
the  K       Aihn  dc£fellda"t  had  deliberately  disobeyed 

LordSi V"  n  helief?ue  the  action  taken  n™  by  his 
i^rdsh  ,,  ,  um\d  be  both  stringent  and  immediate.  ' 

Heat  K?l  P<  Sal/  th%  defend:,nt  had  been  a  source  of 
of      r  t0(th6  Crrt-  for  ever-y  undertaking  or 
U  r  of  the  Court  seemed  to  be  made  in  vain.  Defendant 
»J I  been  imp,,.,,,,,!  twice,  and  there  had  been  severa 
aSain«* ^    After  he  had  promised  not 
el  C    iv  i"U;  (A  Eva"S  m  a"y  ^ay.  he  had 

1  o  ,  ,Spla,yf(1  m  ?  'Tlee-1Tst  in  P^minent  type. 
-n  >l  ende v  e  1  i  "^'7  'ad  ^"^ntly  and  continu- 
a    '  ,    £  °r   to  evade  his  agreement  with  the  Court, 

h"  co  d  !  riV  "mSta/1CfSlhe  could  not  be  believed,  for 
«e  could  not  have  acted  honestly-rather  he  had  been 


guilty  of  intentional  dishonesty.  He  would,  therefore, 
make'  an  order  for  the  defendant's  committal. 

Defendant  was  accordingly  detained  in  court  by  the 
tipstaff. 

Mr.  James  was  ultimately  taken  by  an  officer  of  the 
Court  to  Brixton  Prison,  where  he  will  remain  until 
released  by  order  of  the  Judge. 

Medicine-stamp  Acts. 

What  is  '  Known,  Admitted,  and  Approved  ? 

At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  April  19,  Mr. 
Hedderwick  gave  his  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Customs  and  Excise  against  J.  J.  Hnggens  and 
G.  D.  Buchanan,  trading  as  J.  H.  Jap  &  Co.,  for  selling 
dutiable  medicines  unstamped  and  without  a  licence.  The 
previous  hearing  was  reported  in  the  C.  <L-  D.,  April  20, 
index  folio  567.  The  defence  was  that  the  articles  sold 
were  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies,  Jap's  Pills 
and  Jap's  Balm  being  compounded  from  formula?  published 
in  "  Secret  Remedies,"  and  imitating  Beecham's  pills  and 
Zambuk  respectively. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  now  pointed  out  to  Mr.  C.  Simpson,  of 
the  Solicitor's  Department,  Customs  House,  that  he  could 
not  find  both  defendants  guilty  of  the  offence  of  selling 
medicines  without  a  licence.  He  suggested  that  the 
summons  against  one  of  them  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Simpson  thought  there  must  be  convictions  against 
each  defendant,  as  each  had  been  guilty  of  selling  without 
a  licence. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  :  You  are  assuming  that  they  were 
trading  as  Jap  &  Co.,  but  it  has  not  been  proved  whether 
they  were  trading  as  one  firm  or  not  . 

Mr.  Simpson  :  Mr.  Cope,  in  his  evidence,  told  us  that 
the  defendants  informed  him  that  they  were  trading  as 
Jap  &  Co. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  :  I  cannot  fine  both  of  them  for  not 
having  a  licence,  because  if  they  were  a  firm  they  would 
require  only  one  licence.  Then  there  is  the  other  matter 
of  selling.  I  feel  that  the  whole  matter  might  have  been 
disposed  of  sufficiently  if  you  had  consented  to  withdraw 
the  summonses  against  Buchanan  and  proceeded  entirely 
against  Huggens.  'That  is  what  I  suggest  should  still  be 
done. 

Mr.  Simpson  :  If  you  have  decided  to  convict,  I  should 
like  to  mention  something  more  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
Mr.  Hedderwick  :  I  must  convict. 

Mr.  Simpson  :  I  should  like  to  say  this,  that  the 
defendants  have  been  distributing  these  cards  of  medicines 
to  a  large  number  of  small  traders  throughout  the  East 
End.  They  have  told  these  East-enders  that  a  licence 
was  not  required,  but  all  those  small  traders  were  liable  to 
penalties  separately  for  this  offence.  We  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  bring  it  home  directly  to  the  defendants,  who  are 
carrying  on  the  business  generally.  Therefore  we  have 
not  taken  proceedings  against  those  small  people. 

Mr.  Huggens  :  Galloways  and  other  pill  people  are  doing 
the  same  thing.    They  are  supplying  the  small  people. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  :  That  is  quite  possible.  I  have  only 
to  deal  with  the  case  before  me.  There  are  a  great  many 
people  who  are  doing  what  is  wrong,  you  know. 

Mr.  Huggens  :  This  is  a  recognised  trade  in  London  and 
the  provinces. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  (to  Mr.  Simpson)  :  I  take  it  that  you 
agree  to  withdraw  the  summonses  against  Buchanan,  and 
proceed  against  Huggens,  who  takes  the  whole  burden  upon 
his  shoulders.  He  can  then  arrange  with  Buchanan.  My 
proposal  is  that  you  should  reduce  the  summonses  to  two 
against  Huggens  for  selling  and  one  against  him  for  selling 
without  a  licence. 

Mr.  Simpson  intimated  his  willingness  to  agree  to  this 
suggestion. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  (to  Mr.  Huggens)  :  Now  there  are  three 
summonses,  are  you  willing  that  they  should  be  proceeded 
with  against  you?  There  is  one  for  selling  the  pills,  and 
one  for  selling  the  balm  without  a  stamp,  and  there  is 
another  for  selling  them  without  a  licence.  Are  you 
willing  that  these  should  be  taken,  as  reduced,  against 
you  ? 

Mr.  Huggens  :  Yes.    I  think  it  is  immaterial. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  :  I  must  make  the  matter  clear  to  you. 
Are  you  willing  that  the  summonses  should  only  apply  to 
you?    It  only  means  that  if  you  are  not.  you  and  Buchanan 
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may  be  summoned  again  separately.  Do  you  waive  any 
objection  to  the  course  I  have  suggested  ? 

Mr.  Huggens  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  :  Very  well. 

In  the  course  of  his  judgment,  Mr.  Hedderwick  outlined 
the  provisions  of  the  general  charge  of  duty  in  the 
schedule  of  the  1812  Act,  especially  the  liability  incurved 
by  any  person  vending  medicines  which  are  patented  or 
which  are  held  out  and  recommended  by  advertisements, 
etc.,  and  said  that  that  was  where  the  defendant  Huggens 
had  gone  wrong.  He  did  not  attribute  dishonesty  to  him, 
for  he  thought  he  had  been  perfectly  straightforward  and 
honest  in  the  matter,  having  acted  in  ignorance  and  under 
the  idea  that  a  stamp  is  necessary  only  -when  the  medi- 
cines are  prepared  in  accordance  with  some  occult  or  some 
unknown  secret,  whereas  the  general  charge  applies  to 
and  brings  within  its  net  all  medicines  advertised  in 
this  way,  which  do  not  fall  between  ordinary  drugs 
vended  by  licensed  chemists  and  drugs  recommended  by 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia..  As  to  the  defendant's  con- 
tention that  the  balm  and  pills  were  compounded  in  con- 
formity with  the  prescriptions  in  "  Secret  Remedies," 
therefore  that  they  were  not  secret,  his  Worship  said  that 
there  is  a  certain  exception  in  the  case  of  qualified  chemists 
for  selling  articles  when  they  are  not  the  original  makers 
and  the  first  vendors  of  these  articles,  but  there  is  no 
exception  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  is  not  a  qualified 
chemist,  a  distinction  which  the  defendant  did  not  claim. 
His  Worship  concluded,  therefore,  that  an  offence  .against 
the  Revenue  had  been  committed  both  in  the  case  of 
vending  without  a  stamp  and  also  without  a  licence.  He 
proceeded  to  state  that  defendant  had  served  a  good  pur- 
pose in  the  action  by  calling  attention  to  the  British 
Medical  Association's  book,  which  he  commended,  although 
he  could  not  tell  wKether  the  statements  made  therein  are 
correct  or  not.  Mr.  Hedderwick  then  intimated  that  he 
fined  Mr.  Huggens  5/.,  and  2.«.  costs,  in  each  of  the  two 
summonses  for  selling  balm  and  pills  unstamped,  and 
■101.,  with  2s.  costs,  for  selling  without  a  licence,  or  four- 
■teen  days'  imprisonment  in  default  of  payment. 

This  announcement  having  been  made,  the  defendant 
recalled  his  Worship's  earlier  remarks,  and  suggested  that 
the  summonses  were  out  of  order.  After  some  conversa- 
tion, in  which  Mr.  Hedderwick  repeated  his  prior  obser- 
vations, the  defendant  stated  that  it  was  hard  that  the 
whole  penalty  should  fall  upon  him.  He  asked  if  he 
might  consult  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  this  being  granted, 
defendant  left  the  dock.  Returning  a  few  minutes  later 
he  requested  Mr.  Hedderwick  to  withdraw  the  summonses 
against  him  on  the  conditions  mentioned  :  that  he  and 
Mr.  Buchanan  should  again  be  individually  served  with 
them.  His  reason  for  this  request,  he  said,  was  that  he 
understood  that  the  offences  should  be  combined  in  one, 
and  that  one  penalty  should  cover  the  whole. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  explained  that  his  object  was  to  relieve 
one  of  the  defendants,  and  so,  by  simplifying  matters, 
reduce  the  penalty  ultimately  payable  by  each.  If  fresh 
summonses  were  taken  out  against  him  and  Mr.  Buchanan 
and  both  of  them  were  there,  he  should,  if  the  cases  were 
proven,  as  they  had  been  that  day,  impose  exactly  the 
same  amount  on  each  of  them,  with  the  additional  costs. 
This  would  make  no  difference,  except  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Buchanan  and  Mr.  Huggens. 

Defendant  :  It  seems  hardly  fair  that  one  should  bear 
the  whole  brunt. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  :  Then  you  should  not  have  Mr. 
Buchanan  in  the  business.  You  can  have  your  choice  : 
pay  the  fines  on  the  present  summonses  or  have  them  with- 
drawn and  again  served  on  each  of  you. 

Defendant :  I  want  them  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Hedderwick  :  Very  well.  (To  Mr.  Simpson)  You 
take  out  fresh  summonses  against  both. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1887. 

Zambuk. 

At  the  London  Sessions  on  Tuesday,  April  23,  before 
Mr.  Robert  Wallace,  K.C.,  and  a  common  jury,  John 
James  Huggens,  67  Iseldon  Road,  Holloway,  was  called 
to  answer  to  indictments  under  Section  2  of  the  Act  with 
respect   to    the   trade-mark    Zambuk    (see    C.    <{.■  D., 


April  13,  index  folio  536).  The  defendant  was  on  April  3 
released  on  bail  to  come  up  for  trial  at  the  present 
Sessions.  In  the  interval  prosecutors  and  defendant  came 
to  an  agreement  by  which  the  latter  agreed — 

(1)  To  express  regret  at  having  used  the  name  Zambuk. 

(2)  To  undertake  not  to  use  the  name  in  future. 

(3)  To  withdraw  from  circulation  or  destroy  all  offending 
advertising  matter  bearing  it. 

On  the  case  now  being  called,  defendant  failed  to 
answer.  Later  in  the  day  he  again  failed  to  appear.  Mr. 
Henrique,  Counsel  for  prosecutors  (Messrs.  C.  E.  Fulford, 
Ltd.,  Leeds)  explained  to  the  Bench  that  there  had  evi- 
dently been  some  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  defen- 
dant. His  presence  at  court  was  only  required  for  the 
purpose  of  signing  the  agreement,  but  it  was  apparent 
that  he  had  either  made  a  mistake  as  to  the  date,  or 
regarded  the  case  as  having  been  closed. 

Mr.  Robert  Wallace,  K.C.  (Chairman  of  the  Sessions), 
intimated  that  in  any  instance  the  case  would  not  be 
heard  before  Friday  (April  26). 

Washing-soda. 
A  King's  Bench  Divisional  Court,  consisting  of  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  and  Justices  Pickford  and  Avory,  on 
April  24,  granted  an  appeal  in  the  case  of  McGill  v. 
Newell  from  a  decision  of  a  stipendiary  magistrate.  The 
point  involved  was  whether  a  verbal  description  of  goods 
can  fall  under  the  statute.  Although  three  courts  had 
held  that  a  verbal  description  does  not  apply  under  the 
Act,  the  Magistrate  held  that  it  does,  and  convicted  the 
appellant.  It  appeared  that  on  June  8  last  an  agent  for 
Mr.  Newell,  an  inspector  under  the  Act,  called  at  appel- 
lant's shop  and  asked  for  1  lb.  of  washing-soda,  and  was 
supplied  with  a  bag  containing  soda  and  a  certain  amount 
of  Glauber  salts,  the  charge  being  a  halfpenny.  The  bag 
had  no  mark  on  it,  while  no  verbal  statement  was  made 
by  the  seller.  After  hearing  counsel,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
said  the  appeal  would  be  allowed,  for  the  magistrate  was 
wrong.  They  had  only  to  look  at  the  scheme  of  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  to  see  that  it  contemplates  govern*- 
ing  things  which  are  on  or  connected  with  the  goods 
A  mere  verbal  statement  about  the  goods  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  bring  the  matter  within  the  Act,  and  in  the 
circumstances  the  conviction  recorded  against  the  appel- 
lant would  be  quashed.    [See  C.  <L-  D.,  1911,  II.,  433.] 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORTS. 

Be  T.  H.  Yeomans,  24-26  Pear  Tree  Street,  Goswell 
Road,  E.C.,  Manufacturer  of  Cocoa  Tablets  and  Proprietary 
Foods.— The  affairs  of  this  debtor  were  again  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Linklater  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
April  23,  when  it  was  stated  that  he  has  disappeared,  but 
as  there  had  been  some  informality  in  the  serv.ee  of  the 
last  order  of  the  Court  the  examination  was  postponed  till 
May  14. 

Re  Richard  Collings,  lately  trading  as  Collings'  Drug- 
stove  and  Teeth  Institute.  1  South  Street,  New  North  Road, 
Islington,  N. — The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  took 
place  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Apvil  24.  He 
was  questioned  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Bowyer,  Assistant  Official 
Receiver,  and  repeated  the  pavticulavs  vepovted  in  our  issue 
of  March  30,  index  folio  470.  Asked  if  the  sale  of  his 
business  to  Mr.  Edwards  was  not  designed  to  defeat  the 
claim  and  judgment  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  bveach  of  promise 
action,  the  debtor  said  his  chief  desire  was  to  protect  Mrs. 
Edwards,  who  had,  as  he  thought,  the  first  claim  on  the 
business.  Replying  to  counsel  appearing  on  behalf  of  credi- 
tovs,  witness  stated  that  the  stock  and  all  effects  weve  valued 
at  the  date  of  the  receiving  order  at  40/..  whereas  a  month 
earlier  they  were  estimated  to  be  worth  130/.  The  difference 
was  to  be  explained  by  depreciation  under  a  forced  realisa- 
tion; the  stock  had  been  written  down  by  25/.  and  the  lease, 
fixtures,  fittings,  and  goodwill  by  100/.  His  personal  expen- 
diture from  December  1909  to  the  date  of  the  receiving  order 
amounted  to  208/.  The  household  furniture  at  1  South 
Street  was  the  property  of  his  parents,  who  rented  part  of 
the  premises,  and  with  whom  he  resided.  The  examination 
was  concluded. 

Re  Ernest  Thompson  Sharp,  96  High  Street,  Shirley, 
Southampton,  late  the  Laurel  House,  Broadoak.  Heathfield, 
Sussex,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — In  this  matter  the  receiving 
order  was  made  on  the  debtor's  own  petition,  and,  according 
to  the  accounts  filed,  the  liabilities  amount  to  493/.  8s.  9d., 
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to  meet  which  there  'are  no  assets.  The  debtor  started  busi- 
ness as  a  chemist  at  Heathfield,  Sussex,  in  1902,  with  400?. 
borrowed  from  his  father-in-law,  who  has  from  time  to  time 
advanced  further  small  sums.  The  business  is  said  to  have 
been  sold  at  the  end  of  1905  for  625/.  After  discharging  the 
trade  liabilities  a  sum  of  300/.  remained,  the  greater  part 
of  which  is  alleged  to  have  been  lost  in  connection  with  a 
tobacconist's  business  at  Preston  Park,  Brighton,  which  the 
debtor  carried  on  for  a  period  of  sixteen  months  during  the 
years  1906  and  1907.  Ho  recommenced  business  as  a  chemist 
at  Ilorley,  Surrey,  which  was  carried  on  until  March  1910. 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  debtor's  ill-health,  it  was  sold 
for  616/.,  which  was  absorbed  in  the  payment  of  trade 
liabilities  (with  the  exception  of  150/.  paid  to  the  father-in- 
law).  For  some  months  the  debtor  has  been  engaged  in 
conjunction  with  a  Mr.  Jones  in  the  sale  of  a  patent  medi- 
cine, which  was  placed  upon  the  market  in  the  name  of 
4<  Tho  Byoc  Co."  Subsequently  for  about  five  months  he 
was  engaged  in  the  production  and  sale  of  a  powder  known 
as  "  Babsie,"  in  connection  with  which  he  was  financed  by 
a  Mr.  Mitchell.  These  proved  unsuccessful  for  want  of 
oapital.  The  failure  is  ascribed  to  ill-health,  want  of  capital, 
and  heavy  expenditure  in  connection  with  the  fitting-up  of 
tho  promises  and  working  up  businesses  at  Heathfield  and 
Hprley,  The  books  of  account  kept  are  a  day-book  and 
•ught-and-sold  ledgers;  no  cash-book,  however,  appears  to 
have  been  kept,  and  the  debtor  admits  that  he  has  not  at 
•any  time  tried  to  ascertain  his  financial  position. 


DEEDS  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


McCarthy,  William  Alfred,  trading  as  Hooper  &  Co., 
14  Wi'sl  Green  Road,  Tottenham,  lately  also  at  50  High 
Street,  Grays,  in  the  name  of  McCarthy,  and  resided  at 
2  Bridge  Road,  Grays,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — Trustee: 
•L.  B.  Linnett,  42  Poultry,  London,  E.C.,  C.A.  Dated, 
April  15;  filed,  April  22.  Liabilities  unsecured,  758/.;  esti- 
mated net  assets,  220/.  Among  the  creditors  are:  Evans 
Son.-  Lcscher  &  Webb,  Ltd.  (14/.);  F.  Boehm  (17/.);  Shirley 
Bros.,  Ltd.  (12/.);  F.  Schutze  &  Co.  (20/.);  Butler  &  Crispe 
\263/.):  D.  Hill  (191/.);  R.  Blackie  &  Co.  (20/.);  Edwards 
Bros.  (12/.);  F.  S.  Cleaver  &  Sons.  Ltd.  (10/.);  T.  Kerfoot 
&  Co.,  Bardsley  (10/.);  A.  H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Brighton 
(10/.) ;  J.  Townsend  &  Sons,  Exeter  (18/.) ;  Blyton,  Astlev 
ft  (  k>.,  Manchester  (12/.). 

Williams,  William  Jesse,  132  Queen  Street  and 
29  \\  mdsor  Place,  Cardiff,  Chemist.— Trustee  :  G.  M.  White 
14  Old  Jewry  Chambers,  London,  E.C.,  C.A.  Dated', 
April  10;  filed,  April  17.  Secured  creditors,  4.660/.;  liabili- 
ties unsecured.  1,799/. ;  estimated  net  assets,  1,490/.  Assign- 
ment upon  trust,  etc.,  one  cash  creditor  for  500/.  postponing 
Tho  cl'odit°''s  include:  S.  Maw.  Son  &  Sons 
ml.);  May  Roberts  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (56/.);  Wright,  Layman  & 
Umnoy,  Ltd.  (93/.) :  Butler  &  Crispe  (58/.)  :  R.  Hovenden  & 
[Sons  Ltd.  (15/.);  Wm.  Pearce  &  Sons,  Ltd.  (57/.);  Francis 
WfWbery  &  Sons.  Ltd.  (63/.):  Burgovne,  Burbidges  &  Co. 
16  .  :  Brand  ft  Co.,  Ltd.  (11/.)  ;  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

•  IBM:  Crosswell  Bros.  &  Schmitz  (20/.);  Evans  Sons  Lescher 
•Webb  Ltd  (29/.);  D.  &  W.  Gibbs.  Ltd.  (14/.);  Goldhill 
via,.'  {rJ  ]k  JJ prossnuth.  Son  &  Co.  (14/.);  Johnson  &  Sons 

(13/.);  Warnek  Bros.,  Ltd.  (14/.);  British  Oxygen  Co.,  Bir- 

r«"nfiMn  l1-6-)^^- ,?tecr'  Cardiff  <50CV->;  Liverpool  Lint 
^o.  (18  .);  Lmted  Alkali  Co..  Ltd.,  Liverpool  (13/.);  Vauxhall 
Methylating  Co.  (13/.) ;  York  Glass  Co  ,  Ltd.  (33/.). 

LIMITED  COMPANIES. 

New  Companies  Registered. 

'etters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Companies  Act,  lgo7,  and  R  O..  Registered  Office. 

Lt.KfTHO  Chemical  Developments,   Ltd.— Capital  20.000/. 

•  ino  subscribers  are  solicitors  and  clerks,  and  the  directors 
are  not  named. 

Van  Essen  James  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.O.). -Capital  2,000/.,  in 
U.  shares  (1,000  6  per  cent,  cumulative  preference).  Ob- 
jects: lo  carry  on  tho  business  of  wholesale  manufacturing 
V<n,,Ms'  <  ."'Pff'sts,  i>orfumors,  soap-makers  herbalists,  etc 
Iho  first  directors  are  J.  Van  Essen.  E.  James,  and  E.  C. 
Van  Essen.    R.O.,  100  Bermondsey  Street,  S.E. 

Andrew  &  Harrison  (1912),  Ltd.  (P.C.).-Capital  500/., 
*™  V"  i i  sj  0bJ°cts:  To  take  over  the  secrets,  recipes! 
goodwill,   and  general  information   relating  to  lubricants, 

tion  witif0*!  ,'eS'-  S°apS;  and  similar  ^stances,  in  connec- 
«arrso,  t>.e,buwn««  formerly  carried  on  by  Andrew  & 
Andrew  ,„Th  S?d4°  a-d°P*  an  agreement  with  F.  C. 
-Andrew  and  H.  W .  Harrison.   R.O.,  Oxford  Street,  Hull 


Acme  Drysaltery  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  grocers,  pro- 
vision dealers,  bakers,  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil 
and  colour  men,  etc.,  to  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
the  Acme  Drysaltery  Co.  at  44  Howell  Croft  South,  Bolton, 
and  to  adopt  "an  agreement  with  R.  Storey,  J.  B.  Middleton, 
J  Mort,  E.  Beddows,  and  J.  H.  Thornley.  The  first  direc- 
tors are  R.  Storey  and  J.  B.  Middleton.  R.O.,  44  Howell 
Croft  South,  Bolton. 

Lactose  (Milk  Sugar),  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  20,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  from  H.  Mackeson  and  G.  L. 
Mackeson  (a)  their  plant,  and  machinery  at  Staplemead, 
Frome,  Somerset,  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of 
lactose;  and  (b)  the  benefit  of  contracts  for  the  supply  of 
whey  entered  into  by  "Milk  Stout,  Ltd.,"  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  lactose 
for  brewing  purposes  and  for  ordinary  chemical  use,  etc. 
The  first  directors  are  G.  L.  Mackeson,  T.  Ansell,  and 
C.  E.  Mumford.   

Company  News. 

The  Amsterdam  Quinine  Factory  has  declared  a  dividend 
of  12  per  cent,  for  1911,  being  the  same  as  in  the  previous 

year. 

Benger's  Food,  Ltd. — The  directors  recommend  a  final 
dividend  on  the  11.  ordinary  shares  of  Is.  id.  per  share,  free 
of  income-tax  (making  2s.  for  the  year  ended  March  31 
last). 

Companies  Register. — A  notice  gazetted  on  April  23  states 
that,  unless  cause  be  shown  to  the  contrary,  the  under- 
mentioned joint-stock  companies  will  be  removed  from  tho 
register  at  Somerset  House:  Chemical  Blood  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  Ltd. ;  Commercial  Chemists  Manufacturing  Co., 
Ltd.  ;  General  Pharmaceutical  Specialities  Co.,  Ltd. ;  Kan- 
sine  Foods,  Ltd. ;  New  Perfect  Food  Co.,  Ltd. ;  Ozonia  Co., 
Ltd.  ;  Zeldeck  Toilet  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd. 

Kirkcaldy  Oil  and  Cake  Mills,  Ltd. — In  the  petition  pre- 
sented to  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  by  Highgate  & 
Cownie,  corn  factors,  Leith,  for  the  winding-up  of  this 
company  and  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  John  S.  Gowans, 
C.A.,  Edinburgh,  as  official  liquidator,  Lord  Cullen  has 
ordered  the  voluntary  winding-up,  subject  to  the  supervision 
of  the  Court.  His  Lordship  has  confirmed  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Gowans,  and  has  reserved  all  questions  of  expenses, 
and  continued  the  proceedings  for  the  winding-up. 

German  Chemical  Dividends. — The  Von  Hoyden  Chemical 
Co.,  of  Dresden-Radebeul,  is  paying  14  per  cent.,  against 

12  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year ;  this  concern  is  a  large 
producer  of  synthetic  indigo. — The  Farbwerke  vorm.  Meister, 
Lucius  &  Briining,  H6chst-on-Main,  made  a  net  profit  of 
16.135,196m.  (806,760/.),  against  1,422.408m.  in  1910;  they  pro- 
pose a  dividend  of  30  per  cent.,  against  27  per  cent. — Kalle  & 
Co.,  Biebrich-on-Rhine,  again  pay  10  per  cent.  ;  the  capital  is 
4,500,000m.,  of  which  4,000,000m.  is  held  by  Meister,  Lucius 
&  Briining. — The  Berlin  Anilin  Co.,  Berlin,  made  a  net 
profit  of  4.066,073m.,  against  3,737,478m.,  and  is  again  paying 
20  per  cent.  The  report  states  that  while  the  Turco-Italian 
war  and  the  Moroccan  troubles  had  no  direct  influence  on 
the  company's  business,  the  revolution  in  China  seriously 
affected  exports  to  that  country.  It  is  mentioned  that  the 
German  group — of  which  the  Berlin  firm  was  a  member — 
have  parted  with  the  bulk  of  their  holding  in  the  Norwegian 
nitrate  undertaking  to  the  Norsk  Hydro-EIektrisk  Kvael- 
stof aktieselskab,  Christiania. — Chemische  Fabrik  auf  Actien 
(vormals  E.  Sobering).  Berlin,  N.,  will  pay  a  dividend  of 

13  per  cent.,  against  12  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year.  The 
gross  profit  was  81.518/.  ;  4  per  cent,  will  be  paid  on  the 
50,000/.  new  shares  issued  last  year,  and  4g  per  cent,  on  the 
preference  shares. — Gehe  &  Co.,  Dresden,  pay  16  per  cent., 
against  14  per  cent. — Union  of  Chemical  Works  in  Mann- 
heim (profits,  101,410/.)  pay  20  per  cent.,  against  20  per 
cent. — Chemical  Factory,  Helfenberg  (profits,  7,285/.),  pay 
9  per  cent.,  against  9  percent. — Union  of  Chemical  Industry 
of  Mainz  (profits,  66,195/.)  pay  16  per  cent.,  against  16  per 
cent.  ;  and  the  Chemical  Works.  Oranienburg  (profits, 
7.209/.),  pay  8  percent.,  against  5  per  cent,  in  1910. 


GAZETTE. 

Partnership  Dissolved. 

Crossley,  F.  E.,  and  Harty,  J.  J.,  Burnley,  physicians  and 
surgeons,  under  the  style  of  Crossley  &  Harty. 

Tbe  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Nicholson,  J.  J.,  Leadenhall  Street,  City,  surgeon. 
Adjudication. 

McQueen.    J.    F.,   Royal    Terrace,    Southend,    doctor  of 
medicine. 
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BIRTHS. 

Christopherson.—  At  69  Lee  Eoad,  Blackheath,  on 
April  17,  the  wife  of  Henry  Clifford  Christopherson, 
21  Mincing  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  of  a  son. 

Farqtjhar. — At  342  Great  Western  Road,  Aberdeen,  on 
April  19,  the  wife  of  James  Farquhar,  chemist,  of  a 
daughter. 

Fresson. — At  3  William  Road,  West  Bridgford,  Notting- 
ham, on  April  30,  the  wife  of  Charles  S.  Fresson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  a  son. 

McDonald.— At  14  Clifton  Drive,  Cliftonville,  Belfast, 
on  April  10,  the  wife  of  Matthew  McDonald,  Ph.C,  of  a 
daughter. 

Thomas.— At  29  Lytham  Road,  Fnhvood,  Preston,  on 
April  19,  the  wife  of  Edwin  Thomas,  pharmacist,  of  a 
daughter. 

MARRIAGES. 


Espley— Thornber. — At  Oak  Street  Congregational 
Church,  Accrington.  on  April  18,  Arthur  James  Espley, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Blackburn  Road,  Accrington,  to 
Elsie,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Thornber,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Blackburn  Road,  Accrington. 

Mowat — Davie. — At  the  Bon-Accord  Hotel,  Aberdeen, 
on  April  17,  by  the  Rev.  William  Grant,  Drumoak,  John 
Gumming  Mowat,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stonehaven,  to 
Maggie  Davie,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Farquhar,  of  Persley. 

Pybus — Arrowsmith. — At  Greatham  Parish  Church,  on 
April  18,  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Barradell  Smith,  Frank 
Whitelock  Pybus,  chemist  and  druggist,  Richmond, 
Yorks,  to  Mary  J.  (Minnie)  Arrowsmith,  of  Greatham. 

Stewart — Campbell. — At  St.  Mary's  Church.  Dalmahoy, 
on  April  20,  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Holden,  Thomas  George 
Stewart,  chemist  and  druggist,  Sunninghill.  Ascot,  to 
Christina,  daughter  of  Mr.  Bruce  Campbell,  Clerk  of 
Works,  Dalmahoy. 


DEATHS. 


Ayre. — At  Thirsk.  on  April  19,  Mr.  George  Ayre, 
chemist  and  druggist,  who  was  formerly  in  business  in 
Market  Place,  Thirsk,  as  a  chemist  and  grocer.  Mr.  Ayre 
retired  some  years  ago,  being  succeeded  by  his  son,  Mr.  H. 
Ayre,  chemist  and  druggist.  He  was  a  prominent  Free- 
mason. A  widow  and  several  children  are  left  to  mourn 
his  loss. 

Gibson.— At  Battle  Hill,  Hexham,  on  April  22,  Mr.  John 
Pattison  Gibson,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-four. 
Mr.  Gibson  was  born  at  Hexham,  and  was  apprenticed  to 
his  father,  the  late  Mr.  W.  W.    Gibson,    at   the  Fore 

Street  pharmacy,  and 
was  in  business  at  the 
passing  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868.  In  early  life 
Mr.  Gibson  took  much 
practical  interest  in  the 
Volunteer  movement,  and 
when  in  1871  he  retired 
from  the  2nd  Northum- 
berland Rifle  Volunteers 
with  the  rank  of  colour- 
sergeant,  after  thirty- 
three  years'  service,  he 
was  presented  with  an 
illuminated  address  and 
gold  locket.  Photography 
was  another  hobby  of 
Mr.  Gibson,  and  he  made 
a  fine  reputation  as  a 
photographer  at  a  time 
when  the  art  involved 
much  more  mechanical 
won  many  medals  and 
diplomas  at  exhibitions   in   various  parts  of  the  world. 


)!n.  J.  P.  Gibson-. 


skill    than    nowadays.  He 


The  subjects  of  his  prize  awards  were  all  selected  from  hisr- 
native  county.    He  abandoned  his  career  as  aai  exhibitor 
in  1891.    Perhaps  no  other  person  has  done  so  rauch  to 
make  known  the  beauty  spots  and  the  historic  associations- 
of  Hexham  and  district  as  Mr.  Gibson  did.      In  1871 
he  held  an  exhibition  of  oil-paintings  and  water-colours  in* 
Hexham.    About  150  pictures  were  exhibited,  all  local, 
views  depicting  the  wooded  vales  and  romantic  glens  of 
South  Northumberland,  which  up  to  that  time  had  been, 
neglected  by  artists,  though  replete  with  charming  sub- 
jects for  pictures.      Mr.  Gibson  secured,  the  services  of 
artists  to  work  on  this  hitherto  almost  unbroken  grounds 
and  was  enabled  to  bring  before  the  public  a  number  of 
beautiful  and  valuable  paintings  illustrating  not  a  few  of 
the  beauty  spots  on  the  Tyne,  North  Tyne,  the  Allen,  the 
Devil's  Water,  etc.    It  is  perhaps  as  an  archaeologist  that 
Mr.  Gibson  made  his  greatest  mark.    He  knew  everything 
of  interest  regarding  the  architecture  of  Hexham,  and- 
made  many  interesting  discoveries  which  added  to  previous - 
knowledge  of  local  buildings.    Those  chemists  who  were  at 
the  Newcastle  Conference  in  1909  will  remember  the  singu- 
larly lucid   account   which  he  gave  in  Hexham  Abbey 
of  the  features  of  that  beautiful  building.    The  writer 
was  also  one  of  those  who  were  privileged  to  have  him  as  a. 
guide  when  visiting  the  Roman  wall,  upon  which  subject 
he  was  the  best  authority  in  the  county.    His  study  of 
this  subject  caused  him  to  visit  Italy  to  elucidate  some 
difficult  points  disclosed  during  the  excavations.    He  was 
connected  with  all  the  important  excavations  on  the  site- 
of  the  Roman  wall  which  have  been  carried  on  for  many 
years,  and  was  a  regular   visitor    to  the    old   city  of 
Corstopitum,  near    Hexham,  which   is  being  gradually 
uncovered.      Mr.    Gibson    was    connected    with  many 
archaeological  societies,  including  the  Newcastle  Society 
of  Antiquaries,  of  which  he  was  a  vice-president,  and  the- 
Society  of  Antiquaries  of  London.    As  a  lecturer  he  wasr- 
much  in  request,  his  lectures  being  illustrated  with  his- 
own  photographs.    His  pictures  have  also  been  used  in. 
several  books,  such  as  Bates's  "  Border  Holds  and  Keeps  " 
and  Canon  Savage's  "  Hexham  Abbey  Restoration."  Mr. 
Gibson  did  much  public  work  locally,  but  of  the  unostenta- 
tious kind,  holding  offices  in  connection  with  the  Queen. 
Elizabeth  Grammar  School,  the  Savings  Bank,  the  Hexham- 
Permanent  Building  Society,  and  several  local  companies. 
He  took  an  active  interest  in  such  social  work  as  the- 
Hexham  Soup  Kitchen ;  in  every  severe  winter  for  many 
years  past  he  was  to  the  fore  in  having  the  kitchen  opened, 
and  soup  from  his  own  recipe  made  and  distributed  at  a. 
nominal  charge  to  the  necessitous  poor.    In  the  hard' 
frost  of  last  February,  though  confined  to  the  house  by  ill- 
ness, it  was  through  his  thoughtfulness  that  the  kitchen i 
was  opened  for  a  short  time  to  meet  any  distress  that 
might  exist  in  the  town.    Mr.  Gibson  had  been  ailing  for 
some  time,  and  his  death  was  not  unexpected.    He  leavesr- 
a  family  of  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  Mrs.  Gibson 
having  predeceased  him.      His  son,  Mr.  John  Gibson, 
F.C.S.,  a  well-known  chemist-optician,  has  carried  on  the- 
family  business  since  his  father's  retirement. 

Graham. — On  April  20,  Norman  Graham,  the  young  sorc< 
of  Mr.  G.  B.  Graham,  Ph.C,  Dolphin's  Barn,  Dublin,  was 
accidentally  drowned  in  the  Grand  Canal. 

Hofmann. — At  Dresden,  recently,  Mr.  Gustav  R. 
Hofmann,  aged  eighty-four.  Mr.  Hofmann,  who  was- 
formerly  in  business  as  a  pharmacist,  retired  in  1876,  and 
engaged  in  literary  work  in  connection  with  the  "Archiv 
der  Pharmacie  "  and  the  "  Pharmaceutisehe  Zentralhalle.'' 
He  was  connected  with  many  pharmaceutical  organisations  - 
and  was  well  known  in  Germany. 

Kinslagh. — At  50  Grafton  Street,  Dublin,  on  April  16,- 
Mr.  John  Burnett  Kinslagh,  L.R.C.S.I.,  L.A.H.  (Dublin). 
Mr.  Kinslagh  has  carried  on  a  medical  hall  for  over  thirty 
years. 

Kotmal.— At  Chira  Bazar,  Sethna's  Buildings,  Bombay,- 
on  April  4,  Mr.  Edulji  Hormusji  Kotmal,  aged  sixty. 
The  deoeased  gentleman  was  the  sole  proprietor  of  Messrs. 
Edulji  Bros.,  chemists  and  druggists,  and  well  known  in 
India,  having  been  in  business  for  many  years  at  Sheikh- 
Memon  Street,  Bombay.  The  pharmacy  is  now  carried) 
on  by  his  sons.    He  leaves  a  widow  and  a  large- family- 


Indcx  F< 


olio  604 


April  27,  1912 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


G3 


Maciiin. — On  April  16,  at  Waltham,  Oatlands  Chase, 
'Weybridge,  Mr.  Frederick  Machin  (of  Messrs.  Batger 
:&  Co.,  wliolesale  confectioners  and  lozenge-makers, 
16  Eastcheap,  E.C.),  aged  fifty-two. 

Meredith. — On  April  4,  Mr.  Walter  Cecil  Meredith, 
chemist  and  drugijist,  Bailey  Noyadd,  Rhayader,  Radnor- 
shire, aged  thirty-two. 

Pace. — At  Conspieua,  Malta,  on  April  8,  Mr.  Lewis 
Pace,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-three. 

Peeks. — On  April  5,  Mr.  Samuel  Woodhouse  Perks, 
chemist  and  druggist,  9  Pimlico  Road,  Clitheroe,  aged 
sixty-two. 

Rose. — On  April  16,  Mr.  Francis  William  Rose,  chemist 
mil  druggist.  Chipping  Norton,  aged  eighty-two.  Mr. 
R<*e  was  formerly  in  business  in  High  Street,  but  retired 
some  ten  years  ago.  He  was  a  prominent  Conservative, 
and  also  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Allotment  and  Horti- 
cultural Society. 

Stotheet. — Recently,  Mr.  Richard  Stothert.  chemist  and 
druggist,  Albion  House,  Atherton,  near  Manchester,  aged 
•  eighty-one.    Mr.  Stothert  began  business  as  a  wholesale 
-chemist  and  druggist  in  1852,  the  style  of  the  firm  being 
hanged  into  thai  of  Richard  Stothert  &  Sons  about  1886. 
Mr.  Stothert  retired  in  1905. 

I'mnkv.  At  .Milan,  on  April  19,  after  five  days'  illness, 
Emily,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Charles  Umney,  F.I.C..  F.C.S.,  of 
Bournemouth,  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  Southwark 
street,  London,  S.E.  Mrs.  Umney 's  illness,  though 
severe,  was  not  alarming  until  two  hours  before  her  death, 
when  grave  symptoms  set  in,  and  she  succumbed  about 
noon  on  Friday.  She  was  Mr.  Umney's  second  wife,  and 
before  her  marriage,  on  January  4,  1911,  was  Miss 
Emily  H.  Wimshurst,  of  West  Kirby,  Cheshire.  She  and 
her  husband  were  on  a  tour  in  Italy.  Mr.  Umney  has 
l>een  joined  in  Milan  by  his  6ons  Mr.  Ernest  Umney  and 
Mr.  Percy  Umney,  who  are  assisting  him  in  the  arrange- 
ments for  bringing  the  body  home  to  Bournemouth,  where 
•the  interment  will  take  place. 


PERSONALITIES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Coff,  Ph.C,  has  been  re-elected  Vice-Chair- 
•nian  of  the  Dart  ford  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  N.  G.  Beck,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  elected 
•Chairman  of  the  Burgess  Hill  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Stokoe,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hay,  has  been 
appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Breck- 
nockshire. 

Mr.  .J.  C.  Craigie.  the  grandson  of  Mr.  John  Morgan 
Richards,  has  won  the  Amateur  Golf  Championship"  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Black,  chemist  and  druggist,  Morgan  Street, 
Tredegar,  was  chosen  last  week  Vicar's  churchwarden  of 
-St.  George's  church,  Tredegar. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Dudgeon,  who  has  been  in  business  in  Queens- 
land for  the  last  six  years,  is  now  on  a  visit  to  this 
country,  and  is  staying  at  Ripon,  Yorks. 

Mit.  Thomas  Tyrer,  F.I.C..  F.C.S..  was  re-elected  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
ment at  the  annual  meeting  on  April  18. 

Mr.  Charles  Thomas  Ward,  chemist  and  dentist,  has 
^iieen  returned  as  People's  churchwarden  at  the  parish 
•church  of  St.  Michael  and  All  Angels.  Southwick,  Sussex, 
for  the  twenty-third  year  in  succession. 

Mr.  .1.  H.  Needham,  pharmacist,  is  leaving  Blackpool 
to  take  up  an  appointment  with  Messrs.  Lennon  Ltd  at 
Port  Elizabeth.  Cape  Province.  Ho  sails  on  the  'Balmoral 
i  attic  on  May  4.  and  intends  settling  in  South  Africa 
^  Communications  to  Mr.  W.  T.  Grice,  F.C.S.,  of  Messrs 
Smith,  Stanistreet  &  Co.,  Calcutta,  who  will  be  in  London 
in  a  few  days,  may  be  addressed  to  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Leseher  &  Webb.  Ltd..  Bartholomew  Close,  London,  E.C. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Brunton.  who  has  been  for  twenty-five  vears 
in  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Marshall  Leigh.  Ph.C.,  at 
Blatchington  Road.  Hove,  has  been  appointed  District 
Secretary  to  the  Brighton  district  of  the  Foresters'  Friendly 
Society.  J 


Mr.  Hugh  Jones,  J. P.,  chemist-optician,  The  Medical 
Hall,  Blaenau  Festiniog,  has  been  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Festiniog  Urban  District  Council  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Mr.  Jones  is  also  a  member  of  the  Festiniog  Education 
Committee  and  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  of 
that  body. 

Me.  Vivian  Hewlett,  28-42  Charlotte  Street,  London, 
E.C,  as  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  Past 
Students'  Association,  informs  us  that  he  is  ready  to 
receive  subscriptions  from  past  students.  The  annual 
subscription  is  2s.  6d.,  but  a  payment  of  two  guineas 
constitutes  a  life  subscription,  and  M:\  Hewlett  wants 
as  many  of  these  as  he  can  get. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 


Me.  A.  B.  Rowland  has  bought  the  branch  business  of 
Mr.  A.  H.  Barton,  8  Hessle  Road,  Hull. 

Me.  A.  J.  Robeets,  Ph.C,  has  purchased  the  business 
of  Mr.  T.  M.  Elford,  pharmacist,  Boscawen  Street,  Truro. 

Me.  L.  E.  Wills,  Ph.C,  has  succeeded  to  the  business 
of  the  late  Mr.  A.  Stevens,  chemist  and  druggist, 
52  Church  Street,  Falmouth. 

Messes.  Duncan  &  Ceake,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  have 
dissolved  partnership.  Mr.  J.  W.  Crake,  chemist  and 
druggist,  continues  the  business  at  the  headquarters  in 
Heaton  Road.  Mr.  Townell  has  bought  the  branch  in 
Heaton  Park  Road. 

The  offices  of  the  Conjoint  Examining  Board  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  London  and  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  England  will  be  moved  to  the  New 
Examination  Hall,  8-11  "Queen  Square,  Bloomsbury,  from 
Saturday,  April  27. 

Me.  John  Shaw,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  many  years 
with  Messrs.  Mawson,  Swan  &  Weddell,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  is  fitting  up  a  new  pharmacy  in  High  Street, 
Gosforth,  where  he  is  shortly  opening  on  his  own  account. 
The  premises  are  being  handsomely  fitted  by  a  local  firm. 

Me.  C  H.  Russell,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Messrs. 
Marley  &  Russell,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  has  purchased  the 
business  of  Messrs.  C.  H.  Brett  &  Co.,  231  Jesmond  Road, 
and  will  shortly  move  there  from  the  old  premises  in 
Northumberland  Street,  the  old  pharmacy  passing  into 
sartorial  hands. 


WILLS  PROVEN. 


Mr.  John  Buckler  Bhodeibb,  chemist  and  druggist,  64  The 
Common,  Upper  Clapton,  London,  N.E.,  who  died  on 
March  24,  left  estate  valued  at  294/. 

Mr.  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  The  Hope,  North  Avenue, 
Godforth,  Northumberland,  Ph.C,  B.Sc..  who  died  on 
March  3.  loft  estate  valued  at  8,0782.  15s.  llcZ.  gross,  with  net 
personalty  7,877/.  15s.  Ad. 

Mr.  Henry  James  Church,  Ph.C,  Lyndeside,  Lyndewode 
Road,  Cambridge,  who  died  on  February  3,  left  estate  of  the 
gross  value  of  18,587/.,  with  net  personalty  16,769/.  Probate 
of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  his  sons,  Mr.  E.  H.  Church, 
Ph.C,  18  St.  Andrew's  Street,  Cambridge;  and,  Mr.  F.  T. 
Church,  Brighton ;  and  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  A.  A.  Walker, 
Cambridge.  The  testator  left  500/.,  bis  leasehold  premises 
Lyneside,  and  all  his  effects  there,  to  his  wife  Mrs.  Ellen 
Rosa  Church;  two  semi-detached  leasehold  houses  in  Lyne- 
wode  Road  to  his  daughter  Ellen  Mary  Walker;  lease- 
hold premises  in  St.  Andrew's  Street.  Cambridge,  and  his 
freehold  Clifton  House.  Mills  Road,  to  his  son  E.  H.  Church; 
and  his  freehold.  "  Hill's  View,"  Cherryhinton,  to  his  son 
F.  T.  Church.  The  residue  of  his  property  he  left  as  to 
one-fourth  to  his  wife,  one-fourth  to  his  daughter  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Wnlker.  three-eighths  to  his  son  F.  T.  Church,  and  one- 
eighth  to  his  son  E.  H.  Church,  but  directing  that  if  the 
residue  of  his  estate  shall  exceed  8,000/.  such  excess  is  to 
be  held  in  trust  for  his  wife  for  life,  with  remainder  to  her 
children  as  she  may  appoint. 

Mr.  William  Howard,  chemist  and  druggist.  78  Red  Bank, 
Manchester,  who  died  on  January  12,  left  estate  valued  at 
1,416/.  5s.  2d.  gross,  with  net  personalty  nil. 

Alderman  James  F.  Wilkinson.  Ashfield,  Ellesmere  Park, 
Ecc'.es,  Lanes,  J. P.,  proprietor  of  the  Gutenburg  Printing 
Works,  Pendleton,  who  died  on  February  2,  left  estate  of 
the  rioss  value  of  36.842/.  9s.  Id.,  of  which  30,787/.  7s.  2d.  is 
net  personalty. 
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The  Shops  Act,  1912. 


The  notice  required  by  the  Home  Office  to  be  exhibited 
by  those,  including  chemists,  who  may  lawfully  keep  open 
to  serve  customers  with  exempted  goods  on  early-closing 
days,  if  printed  as  prescribed  by  the  Home  Office,  cannot, 
we  find,  be  produced  in  less  than  a  space  of  20  in.  by 
17  in.  This  we  consider  to  be  too  large.  It  is  solely  due 
to  the  Home  Office  prescribing  type  2  in.  high.  We  have 
therefore  entered  into  communication  with  the  Home  Office 
asking  that  some  modification  of  the  regulation  should 
be  made,  so  that  the  notice  will  be  not  larger  than 
the  official  one  issued  under  Section  1 — namely,  14  in. 
by  9  in.  The  matter  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  we  are  delaying  publication  of  the 
card  notice  of  which  intimation  was  made  last  week.  We 
may  add  that  the  Home  Office  notice  applies  to  England 
and  Wales  only.  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  looked  after 
by  their  own  official  departments,  but  we  expect  that  they 
will  follow  the  Home  Office.  We  append  notes  of  other 
local  closing  arrangements  by  chemists. 

Aberdeen.  — A  statement  in  the  local  Press  that  chemists 
have  voluntarily  adopted  early  closing  on  Wednesdays  from 
1  to  7  P.M.  is  controverted  by  two  chemist  correspondents 
in  the  "  Evening  Gazette,"  who  point  out  that  there  is  a 
majority  of  thirty  votes  to  ten  in  favour  of  entire  closing, 
and  that  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  carry  out 
arrangements  and  take  steps  to  procure  a  closing  order. 

Barry.  -  Mr.  A.  P.  Newman,  chemist,  has  taken  excep- 
tion to  local  arrangements  made  for  early  closing  of  phar- 
macies, and  has  intimated  to  the  public  that  his  establish- 
ment would  be  kept  open  as  usual.  Eight  chemists  point 
out,  in  reply,  that  possibly  the  public  would  be  led  to 
suppose  that  Mr.  Newman  had  purposely  been  kept  in 
ignorance  of  the  closing  arrangements,  and  state  they  like 
it  to  be  known  that  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  ten  local 
chemists  unwilling  to  sign  a  petition  for  a  closing  order, 
and  that  every  chemist  was  notified  of  the  meeting  at 
which  a  voluntary  closing  arrangement  was  adopted.  The 
other  nine  chemists  who  were  represented  at  the  meeting 
agreed  upon  the  following  hours  of  closing:  Barry  Dock 
and  Cadoxton — Mondays.  Tuesdays,  and  Thursdays,  8  P.M.  ; 
Wednesdays,  1  p.m.  ;  Fridays,  9  p.m.  ;  Saturdays,  10.30  p.m. 
Barry — Mondays,  Tuesdays,  and  Thursdays,  7.30  p.m.  ;  Wed- 
nesdays, 1  p.m.;  Fridays,  9  p.m.;  Saturdays,  10.30  p.m.  The 
signatories  are :  William  J.  Allen,  P.  D.  Richards,  W.  E. 
Rees,  D.  J.  Thomas,  Joseph  Reynolds,  J.  King  Morgan 
(p.p.  Boots,  Ltd.),  A.  J.  Farthing  (p.p.  Hicks  &  Co.),  B. 
James  (p.p.  H.  J.  Gratte  &  Son),  and  they  "  confidently 
appeal  to  the  public  to  support  a  movement  which  will 
prove  to  be  a  great  boon  to  themselves  and  their  employes." 

Sattersea.  The  General  Purposes  Committee  has  for- 
warded a  petition  from  local  chemists  for  a  closing  order 
for  Wednesdays  at  1  p.m.  to  the  London  County  Council. 

Belfast.  —The  Police  Committee  of  Belfast  Corporation 
have  decided  to  take  no  action  relative  to  the  Shops  Act 
pending  the  issue  of  the  regulations,  but  the  Ulster  Drug- 
trade  Association  is  making  «n  effort  to  induce  the  trade 
to  begin  the  half-holiday  by  closing  at  1.30  p.m.  on  Wednes- 
day, May  1.  Wednesday  is  the  day  recommended  to  the 
Corporation  by  the  recent  general  meeting  of  the  drug-trade. 

Blngley.  Considerable  divergence  of  opinion  is  felt 
among  local  tradesmen  as  to  the  hours  of  early  closing. 
Prior  to  a  meeting  field  on  April  18,  the  suggestion  made 
was  that  the  hours  of  closing  should  be  8  p.m.  on  Mondays, 
Wednesdays,  and  Thursdays,  9  p.m.  on  Fridays,  and  10  P.M. 
on  Saturdays,  with  half-day  closing  on  Tuesdays.  The 
chemists,  among  others,  unanimously  favoured  the  amended 
hours;  others  were  undecided. 

Birkenhead.  Chemists  in  this  district  have  decided  to 
close  under  the  Shops  Act  on  one  half-day  per  week. 

Cookstown.  —  The  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  drug- 
gists of  Cookstown  have  by  a  majority  agreed  to  adopt 
Thursday  as  their  early-closing  day. 

Darwin.  -The  chemists  on  April  22  petitioned  the  Town 
Council  for  a  compulsory  closing  order  for  Tuesday  after- 
noon. This  day  has  been  recognised  for  the  weekly  half- 
holiday  for  many  years,  and  a  recent  endeavour  to  have  it 
altered  to  Thursday  was  unsuccessful. 

'r-  Dev  >nport.  -  Eighteen  chemists  out  of  twenty-two  are 
in  favour  of  compulsory  half-day  closing. 

Dublin. -The  plebiscite  taken  by  the  Dublin  Retail  Drug 
Association  shows  that  74  per  cent,  of  the  chemists  in  the 
city  and  surrounding  district  are  in  favour  of  Wednesday 
as  a  half-holiday.  This  being  also  the  day  contemplated  by 
other  traders,  will  be  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  chemists 


in  the  centre  of  the  citj",  who  will  retain  Saturday  as  their 
half-holiday. 

Exeter.  -The  Secretary  of  the  local  Association  of  Phar- 
macists reports  that  all  the  chemists  of  the  city  have  signed 
an  agreement  in  favour  of  establishing  an  early-closing  day. 
It  has  accordingly  been  decided  to  apply  for  a  closing  order, 
for  Wednesdays  at  1  p.m. 

Hampstead.  -  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  presided  over  a  meeting  of 
Hampstead  chemists  held  in  a  local  hotel  on  Friday  even- 
ing, April  19.  About  two-thirds  of  the  chemists  in  business 
in  the  district  were  present,  and  it  was  resolved,  almost 
unanimously,  to  apply  for  a  closing  order  under  Section  4  of' 
the  Act  for  Thursday  at  1  P.M.  It  was  also  agreed  that  until 
that  order  is  obtained  chemists'  shops  in  the  district  will  be 
closed  voluntarily  at  that  time. 

Hereford. —The  chemists  of  Hereford  have  unanimously 
decided  to  close  on  Thursdays  at  1  p.m.,  and  have  applied 
for  a  local  order  to  this  effect. 

Lewlsbam.  —The  Pharmacists'  Early  Closing  Association 
of  this  London  district  held  a  meeting  on  April  18,  when 
it  was  resolved  to  petition  the  London  County  Council  to- 
extend  the  provisions  of  Section  2  of  the  Shops  Act  to  phar- 
macists situated  in  the  Borough  of  Lewisham,  the  canvass 
having  proved  almost  unanimous  in  its  favour.  In  Lewis- 
ham,  Lee,  and  Blackheath  the  hour  for  half-day  closing  is- 
to  be  1  p.m.  on  Thursdays,  and  for  Forest  Hill,  Sydenham, 
and  Crofton  Park  at  1  p.m.  on  Wednesdays.  Chemists  who 
inadvertently  have  not  been  canvassed,  and  who  wish  tc 
sign  the  petition,  should  communicate  at  once  with  Mr. 
W.  Chas.  Sayers,  63  High  Street,  Lewisham,  S.E. 

Liverpool.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  Business  Committee  of 
the  local  Chemists'  Association  held  on  April  23  it  was  • 
decided,  by  ten  votes  against  seven,  to  apply  to  the  local 
authorities  for  a  compulsory  closing  order  for  chemists  out- 
side the  central  area  (city)  of  Liverpool.  Wednesday  at. 
1  p.m.  was  selected  as  most  suitable  for  half-day  closing. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  being  against  compulsion, 
resigned  when  the  motion  in  favour  thereof  was  carried, 
Mr.  Harold  Wyatt  (Bottle)  being  elected  to  the  chair  in' 
his  stead. 

London  (City  .— A  meeting  of  the  City  Corporation  County- 
Purposes  Committee  was  held  on  April  22,  when  petitions  . 
from  various  sections  of  shopkeepers  in  the  city  respecting 
half-day  closing  were  considered.  On  that  from  City 
chemists  asking  for  exemption  the  opinion  was  expressed 
by  several  members  that  the  request  was  unnecessary,  as. 
chemists  are  already  exempt.  It  was  pointed  out,  however, 
that  their  prayer  was  to  be  exempted  from  Section  4,  sub- 
section 4,  of  the  Act,  so  as  to  be  allowed  "  to  carry  on  the 
whole  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,"  and  that  this*, 
might  mean  encroachment  on  the  business  of  other  shop- 
keepers. It  was  resolved  by  the  Committee  to  adjourn, 
further  consideration  until  April  29. 

Manchester.— Messrs.  J.  Cleworth  and  W.  H.  Delve  have, 
with  the  aid  of  Mr.  E.  F.  W.  Thorpe,  continued  their  can- 
vass, and  nearly  sixty  signatures  in  favour  of  closing  at: 
1  p.m.  on  Wednesdays  have  been  obtained.  The  district 
covered  is  bounded  by  the  following  area:  from  Fallow- 
field  Station  to  Oxford  Road  Station ;  from  there  to  Old 
Trafford  (Stretford  Road  and  City  Road  included)  ;then  from 
Old  Trafford  to  Brooks  Bar  by  Upper  Chorlton  Road,  and 
including  all  up  to  Fallowfield  on  the  Rusholme  side. 
Upper  Brook  Street  and  Brunswick  Street  have  been  in- 
cluded, but  not  Stockport  Road. 

Montrose.— Notice  has  been  given  of  their  intention  to- 
close  at  1  p.m.  on  Wednesdays  by  the  following  five  chemists: 
A.  Davidson,  172  High  Street;  John  Reid,  21  High  Street; 
Thos.  Burrell,  48  High  Street;  A.  W.  Ritchie,  198  High- 
Street;  C.  M.  Smith,  27  High  Street.    Attendance  for  the- 
sale  of  medicines  and  surgical  appliances  will  be  given  from 

7  to  8  p.m.,  and  on  Sundays  from  12.30  to  1.30  p.m.  and  7  to- 

8  p.m.  The  hour  of  closing  on  other  week  days,  except  Satur- 
day, will  be  8  p.m. 

Newport  (Mon.).— Eighteen  out  of  the  nineteen  chemists- 
have  signed  a  petition  asking  the  local  authority  to  make 
compulsory  the  following  hours  of  closing:  Monday,  Tues- 
day, and  Wednesday,  8  p.m.;    Thursday,  1  p.m.;  Friday, 

9  p.m.  ;  Saturday,  10  p.m.  Thursday  closing  at  1  p.m.  has- 
been  observed  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Nottingham.—  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  pharma- 
cies in  the  town  now  show  cards  intimating  that  those- 
"establishments  will  from  May  1  close  at  1  p.m.  on  Thurs- 
day." A  desire  has  been  expressed  that  sooner  or  later  soma 
steps  may  be  taken  to  limit  the  amount  of  Sunday  opening. 

Plymouth.—  At  a  menting  of  the  chemists  and 
druggists  in  business  in  Plymouth,  held  on  April  11,  to 
discuss  early  closing  it  was  decided  (with  one  dissentient) 
to  apply  for  a  compulsory  closing  order  to  take  effect  or* 
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Wednesdays  from  1  P.M.  The  petition  has  been  signed  by 
thirty-seven  chemists  out  of  a  possible  forty. 

Soutbam  jton.  —  A  meeting  <>f  the  Southampton  Pharma- 
cists' Association  was  held  on  April  17  at  bowman's 
Restaurant  to  consider  the  Shops  Act.  Mr.  Bates  (Presi 
dent)  was  in  the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  Will- 

ookaon  (Vice-President),  Messrs.  Atkinson.  Benest,  Burch, 
Chaston  (Winchester),  Clarke,  Cole,  Cope,  Dodridge  (Wool- 
ston).  Ferryman.  Gibson,  Hussy,  Hughes,  Hodges,  Jewell, 
-Johns,  Martin.  Rowe  (Salisbury),  Kiddle,  Sadler  (Cowes), 
Sharp,  Siujxiill  (Bot'.ey),  Thompson,  and  F.  15.  Wride  (Hon. 
Secretary).  After  discussion  it  was  decided,  by  a  large 
majority,  "  that  this  Association  apply  for  a  closing  order, 
Wednesday,  1  P.M.,  being  agreed  upon  as  the  most  suitable 
time." 

Stonehouse.  — The  local  chemists  have  unanimously 
agreed  to  apply  for  a  closing  order. 

Tburso.  —  The  chemists  of  the  (own  have  agreed  to  close 
•on  Mondays  at  1  p.m.,  and  at  8  P.M.  on  other  days,  except 
■Saturday,  10  p.m. 

TunbriJ^f    Wells.  —  The  following  chemists   in  Tun- 
bridgo  Wells  and  district  announce  that  from  May  1  they 
will  close  their  establishments  for  ordinary  retail  trade  each 
Wednesday  at   1  P.M..  bill   thai   arrangements  "ill  be  made 
for  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  and  the  supply  of  medical 
and  surgical  necessities:  Mr.  T.  G.  Batting,  16  Calverley 
Head;    Mr.  J.  H.  Bishop,  3  Tli3  Broadway;  the  Camden 
Drug  stores,  71  Camden  Road ;  Dunklev  &  Rogers,  55  and 
57  Hisrh  Street;  Mr.  A.  A.  Godkin.  1  High  Street;  Mr. 
A.  G.  Harden.  40  Grosvenor  Road;  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  Mount 
Pleasant  and  St.  John's  Road  ;  R.  Howard  &  Son,  81  Cal- 
vorley  Road;  Mil'er  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  42  Mount  Ephraim  ;  Mr. 
\   Nicholson.  18  Yo  Pantiles ;  Mr.  IT.  S.  Pearmund  47  High 
Street  and  17  Calverley  Road  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Phillips.  125  Cam- 
den Road;  SMls  &  Son,  25  Grosvenor  Road— all  Tunbridge 
Wells;   Mr.  G.  E.  Green,  35  London  Road,  Southborough  ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Hovlo.  92  London  Road,  Southborough:  Mr. 
II   B.  Turney,  Edenbridge. 
Waterloo. -The  Shops  Act  has  united   the  Waterloo 

hemist-i  a  l.ical  association  of  their  own,  distinct  from  the 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  being  formed.  The  Presi- 
dent is  Mr.  T.  Hamnett,  Hon.  Seen  tary  Mr.  C.  A.  Morier, 
and  Hon.  Treasurer  Mr.  G.  H.  Cole,  of  Blundellsands.  It 
w  as  decided  "  That  the  whole  of  the  chemists  in  the  Waterloo 
district  should  close  for  a  weekly  half-holiday  on  Wednesday 
afternoons."  and  further  that  each  chemist  should  open  from 
6  P.M.  to  7.30  p.m.  for  the  supply  of  medicines  only. 


WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 


Preserved-cream  Labels. 
Mr.  Charles  Bathurst  asked  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  the  House  of  Commons  whether  he 
haa  yet  decided  upon  another  and  less  alarming  description 
for  chemically  preserved  cream,  in  place  of  "  Preserved 
Cream  boricised,"  for  insertion  in  invoices  and  the  labelling 
of  cream  receptacles  in  compliance  with  the  Board's  new 
regulations. — Mr.  Burns  replied  that  he  has  not  yet  come 
to  a  final  decision  in  the  matter,  but  he  has  not  over- 
looked the  points  raised  by  the  hon.  member. 

Patent  Medicines. 
The  following  notice  appeared  in  the  Parliamentary 
•papers  on  April  25  in  the  name  of  the  Master  of  Elibank": 

That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  and 
inquire  into  the  question  of  the  sale  of  patent  and  pro- 
prietarv  medicines  and  medical  preparations  and  appliances 
and  advertisements  relating  thereto,  and  to  report  what 
amendments,  if  any,  in  the  law  aro  necessary  or  desirable 
That  Mr.  C.  Bathurst.  Mr.  Cory,  Dr.  Chappie.  Sir  Henry 
Ualziel.  Mr.  Marshall  Hall.  Mr.  Havden,  Mr.  Ingleby,  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones.  Mr.  Haydn  Jones,  Mr.  Lawson.  Mr.  Lynch,  Sir 
Philip  Magnus,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Sir  Henrv  Norman  be 
members  of  the  Committee.  That  the  Committee  have  power 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  and  to  order 
analyses.    That  five  be  a  quorum. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  terms  of  reference  include  the 
question  of  newspaper  advertisements  in  regard  to  which 
a  Departmental  Committee  sat  some  time  ago.  and  that 
newspaper  proprietors  are  represented  on  the  Committee. 
The  question  of  analyses  is  also  of  interest. 
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Inebriates  Bill — The  Drug  Question. 

On  Monday,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Ellis  J. 
Griffith,  M.P.  (Parliamentary  Under-Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department),  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Government  Inebriates  Bill,  founded  upon  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Departmental  Committee  which  sat  a  few 
years  ago  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  then  Sir  J.  Dick- 
son-Poynder,  M.P.,  and  in  the  course  of  his  observations 
remarked  that  one  feature  that  was  new  in  the  Bill  was 
the  definition  of  an  intoxicant,  which  included  "  any  in- 
toxicating liquor  and  any  sedative,  narcotic,  or  stimulant 
drug  or  preparation  " — he  supposed  that  would  include 
morphine,  cocaine,  and  similar  drugs.  It  was  fourteen 
years  since  the  last  Act  on  the  subject  was  passed,  and  a 
mass  of  evidence  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  amending 
legislation. — Mr.  C.  Bathurst,  supporting  the  Bill,  urged 
that  the  Treasury  should  make  a  grant  towards  the  provi- 
sion of  inebriate  treatment.  Sir  F.  Banbury  moved  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill,  but  this  was  not  seconded. 

The  Shops  Act  Regulations. 

Mr.  Ellis  J.  Griffith  informed  Mr.  A.  C.  Morton,  M.P., 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday,  April  23,  that  the 
Home  Secretary  had  no  power  to  postpone  the  date  on 
which  the  Act  comes  into  force  or  to  instruct  local  authori- 
ties to  refrain  from  enforcing  its  provisions.  He  added 
that  the  only  regulations  affecting  the  compulsory  pro- 
visions are  those  relating  to  the  notice  to  be  given  of  the 
day  for  the  assistants'  half-holiday  and  to  the  conditions 
under  which  a  mixed  shop  may  be  kept  open  on  the  half- 
holiday,  and  it  is  thought  the  interval  of  a  month  betweea 
the  issue  of  the  regulations  and  the  coming  into  force  of 
the  Act  will  be  found  to  be  ample  so  far  as  these  two 
regulations  are  concerned. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday,  April  24, 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  asked  the  Home  Secretary  whether  the 
Controller  of  the  Stationery  Office  was  applied  to  by  "  The 
Grocer  "  for  permission  to  print  in  its  columns  the 
memorandum  on  the  law  relating  to  shops  issued  by  his 
department  ;  whether  a  reply  was  sent  to  "  The  Grocer'* 
intimating  that  the  Home  Office  declined  to  give  the 
necessary  permission  ;  and,  if  so,  would  he  state  the  reasons 
for  refusing. 

Mr.  McKenna  said  it  was  very  important  that  the 
memorandum,  v.  hich  was  specially  prepared  for  the  in- 
formation of  sh  ip-assistants  and  shopkeepers  and  placed 
on  sale  at  one  halfpenny,  should  be  circulated  as  widely  as 
possible,  and  be  readily  obtainable  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  Had  permission  been  given  to  reproduce  it  in 
full,  the  booksellers  would,  he  was  advised,  have  been 
unwilling  to  stock  it,  with  the  result  that  its  circulation 
would  have  been  restricted.  It  was  open,  of  course,  to 
the  newspaper  in  question  to  review  and  quote  from  it 
in  the  ordinary  way,  and  a  copy  was  sent  to  them  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  asked  whether  it  is  in  the  interest  of 
public  policy  that  newspapers  should  be  prohibited  from 
reprinting  at  their  own  cost  for  the  benefit  of  those  spe- 
cially affected  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  the  Government's 
own  explanatory  memorandum  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  McKenna  replied  that  the  result  of  a  newspaper 
printing  it  would  be  that  the  booksellers  would  refuse  to 
stock  it. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  subsequently  gave  notice  of  a  further 
question  to  the  Home  Secretary,  as  to  what  booksellers 
and  bookstalls  stock  the  memorandum,  and  how  many 
copies  have  been  sold. 


Copal  Gtm. — Writing  about  the  commerce  of  the  Congo  ia 
"TheTimes"  Supplement  recently,  a  correspondent  in  Upper 
Ka-sai  states  that  "copal  is  found  in  abundance  all  over  the 
equatorial  regions  of  the  Congo,  and,  although  the  trade 
can  only  be  regarded  as  in  its  infancy,  the  natives  are  in 
many  parts  bringing  it  in  more  rapidlv  than  the  transports 
can  convey  it  to  the  ports.  While  passing  through  a  certain 
district,  we  were  assailed  with  practically  one  cry  for  a 
whole  week,  '  White  man,  won't  you  buy  our  copal?  Won't 
you  trade  with  us?'  I  questioned  some  of  the  merchants 
upon  the  possibility  of  the  supply  being  exhausted,  and  was 
told  that  the  copal  in  the  equatorial  regions  replaces  itself 
within  a  single  season." 
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TRADE  NOTES. 


Loofahs  are  a  leading  line  with  Messrs.  J.  Morgan 
Davis  &  Sons,  278  Bishopsgate  Street,  London.  They  have 
just  had  a  consignment  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  million 
iirect  from  Japan.  The  firm  also  make  soles  and  other 
articles  from  the  loofahs. 

P.A.T.A.  Prices. — The  additions  to  the  Protected  List 
for  April  are  :  Blea6dale's  P.O.  chutney,  Murine  prepara- 
tions, Parsidium,  Petol  preparations,  Renee  Louise  eau 
de  Cologne,  Toinoco  papier  crepon,  Warner  Oliver 
6hampoo  powder.  The  removals  are  :  Hawley's  milk- 
sugar  and  Rhodes'  healing  medicine  and  ointment. 

Bromural  has  been  found  to  be  useful  in  dental  prac- 
tice for  diminishing  the  nervous  tension  of  children  or 
sensitive  women  prior  to  administering  local  anesthetics. 
Excellent  results  are  said  to  have  been  obtained  with 
children,  with  whom  very  little  can  be  done  under  ordinary 
circumstances  with  local  anaesthesia.  Messrs.  Knoll  &  Co., 
8  Harp  Lane,  London,  E.C..  will  be  pleased  to  send  litera- 
ture about  it  to  chemist-dentists  upon  request. 

"  On  the  Storing  of  Goods  "  is  the  title  of  an  illus- 
trated brochure  which  is  being  issued  by  Messrs.  Parnell 
&  Sons,  Ltd.,  shopfitters,  Bristol  and  London,  to  business 
applicants.  It  relates  especially  to  the  "  tidy  sweet  "  bins 
for  tapioca,  tea,  condiments,  and  similar  articles.  In 
series  the  bins  resemble  drawers  or  lockers,  and  pull  for- 
ward, disclosing  the  contents,  so  that  the  goods  can  be 
easily  got  at.  They  provide  an  excellent  method  of  show- 
ing what  chemists  would  term  "heavies." 

"  Self-help  in  Photography  "  is  the  title  of  a  booklet 
produced  for  amateur  photographers  by  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  London,  E.C.  In 
an  interesting  manner  it  tells  of  the  various  operations  in 
photography,  tabloid  products  being  dealt  with  in  the 
chemical  manipulations  involved  in  the  processes.  A  novel 
method  is  adopted  of  showing  the  effect  of  an  intensifier, 
a  film  negative  being  enclosed,  part  of  it  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  action  of  the  intensifier.  Supplies  of  the 
booklet  for  counter  distribution  are  obtainable  by  photo- 
graphic chemists. 

The  "  Strobin  "  Season  has  begun  early  this  year, 
owing  to  the  phenomenally  sunny  weather  experienced 
since  Easter,  and  the  common  desire  to  wear  straw  hats. 
Strobin  makes  last  season's  hats  like  new.  Messrs.  Thomas 
Christy  &  Co.,  4,  10,  and.  12  Old  Swan  Lane,  London,  E.C, 
will  be  glad  to  send  particulars  of  their  novelties  for  adver- 
tising this  straw-hat  cleaner.  In  this  connection  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  "  Monster  hat  "  for  window- 
displays  is  now  supplied  with  two  boxes  of  sixty  packets 
or  four  boxes  of  thirty,  which  is  half  the  amount  pre- 
viously required  to  be  ordered. 

The  Boy-in-Tub  plaster  cast  for  exhibiting  with 
window  displays  of  Wright's  coal-tar  soap  is  an  elabora- 
tion of  the  original  showcard,  which  we  have  already 
described  in  these  columns.  Both  possess  that  individual- 
ism which  in  advertising  corresponds  to  personality  in 
pharmacy,  but  the  solidarity  of  the  plaster  cast  makes 
it  a  more  effective  appeal  to  the  public,  and  it  has  become 
the  most  popular  of  the  window-show  attractions  which 
Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  44-50  Southwark 
Street,  London,  S.E.,  have  offered  to  chemists.  Those 
who  would  like  to  know  how  to  get  one  of  the  casts  should 
drop  the  firm  a  postcard  about  it. 

Soluble  Aceto-Salicylates. — In  the  new  price-list  of 
W.  Martindale,  10  New  Cavendish  Street,  London,  W., 
are  given  particulars  of  two  new  soluble  aceto-salicylates 
— Tylcalsin  and  Tyllithin.  Recent  work  has  shown  that 
acetyl-salicylic  acid  exerts  its  physiological  action  in  the 
intestines,  and  that,  given  in  solution,  it  passes  rapidly 
into  the  intestines  and  is  there  absorbed.  The  adminis- 
tration of  acetyl-salicylic  acid  in  solution  is,  however, 
impractical,  owing  to  its  slight  solubility,  and  the  fact 
that  solutions  decompose  on  keeping.  In  these  circum- 
stances Dr.  W.  H.  Martindale  attacked  the  problem  by 
examining  the  salts  of  the  acid,  with  the  result  that  he 
has  placed  on  the  market  the  two  preparations  mentioned 
above.    Tylcalsin  has  the  following  properties  : 


Dose. — 5  to  15  grains. 

Chemical  Composition. — Definite  compound  in  white- 
crystalline  powder,  being  calcium  aoeto-salicylate- 
[C6H..(CH3COO)COO]2Ca,2H20 

Solubility  in  Water. — Extremely  soluble — 1  in  6  at  ordinary 
temperatures. 

Uses. — Antipyretic  and  analgesic.  Specific  in  rheumatic 
affections  of  joints.  Antipyretic  action  seen  in  half  an  hour 
with  a  drop  of  1°  F.  in  temperature.  In  influenza,  catarrhs, 
neuralgia,  and  painful  rheumatic  affections  response  hag 
been  excellent. 

Prescribed  as  Tablets. — 7£  grains  (0.5  gram),  or  in  cachet?. 
(5  to  15  grains). 

Tyllithin  has  the  following  characters  : 
Dose. — 5  to  15  grains. 

Chemical  Composition. — Definite  compound — lithium  aceto- 
salicylate,  C,H,(CH3.C00)C00.Li. 

Solubility  in  Water. — Extremely  soluble — 1  in  1  at  ordinary- 
temperatures. 

Uses.— Analogous  with  the  above  as  an  anti-rheumatic  and! 
analgesic. 

Prescribed  as  Tablets. — 7g  grains.  Not  suitable  for  dis- 
pensing in  cachet,  being  hygroscopic. 

Among  the  other  novelties  in  the  price-list  before  us 
are  anserine  mulls  (bandages  spread  with  goose-grease- 
ointment  basis)  and  bromogluten,  bromoprotein,  iodo- 
gluten,  and  iodoprotein  (new  organic  bromine  and  iodine 
preparations).  On  the  cover  of  the  list  is  depicted  a  new- 
set  of  surgeons'  requirements — sterilised  ready  for  use — 
for  abdominal  operations,  which  sells  at  21s. 


Nursing  Exhibition. 


fPHE  fifth  annual  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Exhibition  is 
J-  being  held  this  week  at  the  Royal  Horticultural  Hall, 
Westminster,  London,  S.W.,  closing  on  April  26.  This 
is  the  first  of  the  season's  exhibitions  at  which  pharma- 
ceutical products  are  largely  displayed,  but  a  tour  around 
it  revealed  little  that  is  novel.  The  exhibition  is  one 
of  the  best  attended  of  those  which  have  come  under  our 
notice,  the  voracious  appetitie  of  nurses  for  free  samples 
undoubtedly  contributing  largely  to  this. 

Foods  in  different  forms  surpass  any  other  class  of  exhibit- 
in  variety.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  have  a  big  display 
of  their  foods,  special  attention  being  given  to  the  new 
delicious  malted  rusks.  There  is  also  a  good  general 
display  of  nurses'  requisites  here.  Fairchild  Bros.  & 
Foster  concentrate  on  laibose  their  new  milk-and-wheat 
proteid  food,  peptonising  preparations  being  also  strongly 
represented  here.  Albulactin,  as  a  solution  of  the  problem 
of  infant-feeding,  is  the  main  message  at  the  stand  of 
A.  Wulfing  &  Co.  Their  well-known  invalid  delicacies 
are  shown  by  Brand  &  Co.  Bovril,  Ltd.,  lay  stress  on  the- 
increased  value  of  the  ordinary  dietary  when  taken  along 
with  bovril.  Somatose  and  its  derivatives — guycose,  and 
irocose,  are  the  sole  preparations  selected  for  exhibit  from 
the  many  specialities  of  the  Bayer  Co.  J.  L.  Bragg,  Ltd., 
display  their  charcoal  dietetic  products.  Nursery  biscuits- 
and  foods  are  exhibited  by  Alex.  Robb  &  Co.  Robinson's 
"patent"  barley  and  groats  are  most  prominent  among 
the  articles  displayed  by  Keen,  Robinson  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Certain  spots  in  the  Hall  seemed  to  be  "oases  in  the- 
desert  "  to  tired  nurses.  Among  these  were  the  artistic 
stall  of  Cadbury  Bros.,  Ltd.,  where  refreshing  cocoa  could 
be  partaken  ;  while  at  Savory  &  Moore's  stand  peptonised 
coffee  is  in  great  demand.  Another  type  of  stimulant  is 
dispensed  at  the  stall  of  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Co., 
Ltd.,  while  yet  another  kind  of  "refresher"  is  available 
at  the  stand  of  the  Horlick's  Malted  Milk  Co.  The 
Glaxo  Co.  has  turned  an  annexe  into  a  lounge  for  visitors. 
Other  food-exhibits  are  by  the  Manhu  Food  Co.,  Ltd. 
(diabetic  foods),  and  the  Nestle  &  Anglo-Swiss  Con- 
densed Milk  Co.  Tonic  wines  are  well  represented, 
Coleman  &  Co.  (Wincarnis),  Beaufoy  &  Co.  (meat-and- 
malt  wine),  Stephen  Smith  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (Hall's  wine  and* 
Carvino),  having  big  displays. 

The  displays  by  pharmaceutical  houses  are  usually 
limited  to  a  few  specialised  lines.  At  the  stand  of 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  many  of  their  fine  products 
are  exhibited,  including  "  Kepler  "  malt-extract,  alaxa, 
bivo  beef-and-iron  wine,  opa  liquid  dentifrice,  hazeline 
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preparations,  etc.  "Tabloid"  first-aid  case  No.  708  is 
tto  the  fore,  this  being  specially  designed  for  nurses.  The 
.acme  of  elegance  is  typified  by  vaporole  aromatic  ammonia  ; 
while  the  utility  of  "  Tabloid  "  tea  and  saxin  as  nursing 
•  ••omforts  is  being  impressed  on  visitors.  Parke,  Davis  & 
'Co.  confine  their  tasteful  display  to  en  thymol  prepara- 
tions and  capsolin.  Soutiiall  Bros.  &  BARCLAY,  Ltd.,  are 
(Showing  their  sanitary  specialties.  This  corner  was  too 
busy  for  the  C.  <L-  D.  representative  to  get  even  near.  The 
•S'anitary  Wood  Wool  Co.,  Ltd.,  exhibit  Hartmann's 
specialities.  Other  well-known  pharmaceutical  products 
•with  stands  to  themselves  are  Angier's  emulsion  (Angier's 
•Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.),  antiphlogistine  (Denver  Chemical 
Manufacturing  Co.),  diamalt,  ficolax  (Ficolax  Co.), 
kolynos  (Kolynos  Incorporated),  iron  jelloids  (Jelloid 
-Co.),  milk  of  magnesia  (Chas.  H.  Phillips  Chemical  Co.), 
•and  petol  (Petol,  Ltd.).  Lewis  &  Burrows,  Ltd.,  are 
making  a  big  bid  for  nurses'  custom,  especially  for 
"'  Ellanbee  "  products. 

Disinfectants  are  well  represented.  The  Jeyes'  Sanitary 
•Compounds  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  a  full  display  of  their  cyllin 
preparations.      Other  types  of  germicides  are  displayed 
by  Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.  (izal)  and  Quibell  Bros. 
kerol).  Chas.  Zimmermann  &  Co.  are  showing  how  asepsis 
.mi  I..-  secured  by  means  of  lysol.    Hunyadi  Janos  water  is 
ipparently  the  sole  representative  of  natural  mineral  waters. 
I    <!.  Ingram  &  Son  have  a  comprehensive  display  of 
l  ubber  goods,  among  which  the  "  Agrippa "  teat  and 
"  Sterilendum  "  enema  are  particularly  conspicuous. 

^  There  are  also  large  exhibits  by  firms  such  as  W.  H. 
.Bailey  &  Son,  Ltd.,  who  specialise  in  nursing  requisites. 
Nurses'  clothing,  nursing  publications,  maternity  corsets, 
•dairy  products,  gas-cooking,  invalid  chairs,  footwear, 
sewing-machines,  etc.,  are  other  lines  specialised  in  at 
different  stands. 

A  feature  of  the  exhibition  is  the  counter-attractions 
■  >  pniaed  by  the  various  journals  of  the  nursing  world, 
these  in.  lulling  a  display  of  nurses'  inventions  and  a 
nursing  handicraft  exhibit.  Cinematograph  demonstra- 
tions were  also  given  in  an  annexe,  while  there  were 
nursing  and  midwifery  conferences  held  at  the  L.C.C. 
iechhrcal  Institute  adjoining  the  Horticultural  Hall. 


Spectacle-makers'  Company. 

"T  11  J-'  lh'r(1  lecture  of  the  course  which  is  being  provided 
A  by  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company  was  given  bv  Mr. 
j  »•  Lrihhley  in  the  Carpenters'  Hall,  London  Wall, 
!n'  K.C.,  on  April  24.  There  was  again  a  good 
attendance.  Mr.  Critchley  took  for  his  subject  Ame- 
tropia, and,  alter  tracing  the  origin  of  the  word  and  the 
variations  of  the  condition  in  which  there  is  nothing 
'""'■^'•'l  ..«.  tl.o  retina,  he  said  that,  although  there  i! 
nothing  perfect  in  iiature,  the  normal  eyeball  cannot  be 
improved  upon  by  any  suggestions  of  the  mathematician 
JnoOT0  °gl  ••  „He.then  Proceeded  to  give  some  interest- 
ing statistics  ot  the  frequency  of  eye-defects  among  50,000 
In  dren  whose  eyes  he  had  examined  for  the  Education 
Authority  <>t  the  London  County  Council.  These  were 
taken  in  groups  of  10.000  children  of  different  classes, 
■  ml  it  was  found  that  the  greatest  proportion  of  defects 
WWJte  oeni.)  was  shown  in  a  group  of  poor  Jewish 
'  V16  Smal  est  bel"K  iu  the  children  attending 
Tlfo  ;R,ra  »  SCh0°ls  111  ^'Hi-suburban  neighbourhoods! 
I  nv,  P  °o™f  °,Vel'  the  whole  numbel'  was  23.1 
boy*  ami  27.96  girls  This  difference  between  bovs  and 
,irls.  it  was  pointed  out,  is  normal,  and  exists' in  all 
nations.    YU1V  jewish  children  such  ^ 

1  ortion  ot  defects  is  not  known,  but  the  fact  remains  that 
i n  other"  hr!d,tr  °f  "tin»  "ft*  K  not  presJn 
fiiJSES??  ^P¥?H  was  then  tlealt  wi*.  this 
°'f  m  wWh  the,  ]iSht  ^cusses  behind  the 
STi-ii  Vs  the  commonest  defect;  in  fact  overvone 
;!t  birth  is  hyperopia    A  hyperope  of  2D  is  iable  to  suffer 

*  stion  of  the  lids .and  with  higher T'rees  small 
iSftfeffi  Sdel'0tiCS  ^  thicke,led'  but  rhe  drcufa 
1  oned  ric^ri  ^  r-  tf6  de,veloP^    The  last-men- 

>oneci  peculiarity  ,3  the  reason  why  a  congenital  hyperope 


suffers  less  discomfort  than  one  who  acquires  hyperopia. 
The  ocular  symptoms  are  undue  tiredness,  followed  by 
heat  and  itching  of  the  lids,  with  a  feeling  of  sleepiness. 
Acute  pain  is  often  shown  referable  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  forehead,  and  is  at  first  relieved  by  closing  the  eyes 
and  pressing  them  with  the  hands,  but  sooner  or  later 
asthenopia  is  produced.  There  are  also  reflex  conditions, 
the  importance  of  which  is  now  more  fully  recognised,  such, 
as  dyspepsia,  sick-headache,  chorea,  and  even  epilepsy. 
These  are  due  to  the  fact  that  good  vision  is  often  main- 
tained by  a  hyperope  at  the  expense  of  continuous  bub 
unconscious  effort.  The  difference  between  manifest  and 
latent  hyperopia  next  claimed  attention,  and  a  warning 
was  given  of  the  serious  pitfall  which  results  from  spasm 
of  the  accommodation.  No  subjective  method  can  entirely 
obviate  this  difficulty,  but  those  skilled  in  the  ophthalmo- 
scope have  a  powerful  means  of  assistance.  A  mydriatic 
is  necessary  to  overcome  artificial  myopia,  and  some 
remarkable  cases  were  cited  to  show  the  difficulty  in  over- 
coming the  latent  hyperopia.  The  treatment  of  hyperopia 
consists  in  fully  correcting  the  manifest  defect  and  a 
quarter  of  the  latent  hyperopia,  after  a  time  •  correcting 
another  quarter.  The  convenience  of  the  patient  should 
be  consulted,  or  the  spectacles  will  be  discarded.  Abovt* 
all,  be  satisfied  that  myopia  does  not  exist,  and  then  add 
a  quarter  to  the  D  found,  telling  the  patient  to  wear  the 
glasses  continuously  for  three  months.  The  ocular 
symptoms  are  often  not  relieved  for  some  time  after 
adapting  glasses.  Myopia,  the  next  condition  dealt  with, 
is  an  inherited  tendency  to  elongation  of  the  eyeball.  It 
first  appears  about  the  age  of  eight  or  ten;  if  earlier,  it 
will  run  to  high  degree.  There  is  an  absence  of  severe 
ocular  symptoms,  as  the  eye  makes  no  effort  to  overcome 
the  defect.  It  was  explained  that  by  cutting  off  the 
peripheral  rays  by  peering  a  myope  can  often  see  fairly 
well,  and  persons  with  this  condition  often  possess  a 
remarkable_ compensatory  acuity  in  estimating  the  size  and 
form  of  objects.  Myopia  is  not  so  common  in  this  country 
or  America  as  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  where  the 
lecturer  stated,  the  cause  is  heredity,  long  eyeballs 
being  characteristics  transmitted,  like  peculiarities  of  the 
nose  or  ear.  It  may  be  and  often  is  acquired  through 
faults  in  educational  methods.  It  was  mentioned  that  a 
crescent-shaped  appearance  on  the  retina  in  mvopia  is  not 
of  much  account;  but  if  it  is  a  ring,  there 'is  likely  to 
be  high  myopia  or  even  the  serious  progressive  myopia. 
Shortness  of  sight  may  also  result  from  conical  cornea  a 
condition  easily  recognisable.  In  the  treatment  of  mvopia 
stress  was  laid  on  hygiene— good  illumination,  the'lio-ht 
being  from  the  left,  and  natural  conditions  of  life.  Glasses 
are  not  difficult  to  adapt  when  under  3D  in  young  healthy 
patients  ;  the  glasses  can  be  worn  continuously,  but  always 
fit  the  lowest  possible  power,  so  as  not  to  strain  the 
accommodation.  When  over  3D  it  will  be  necessary  to 
compromise  or  supply  two  or  even  three  corrections  "  but 
each  case  must  be  considered  on  its  merits. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  was  moved  bv  Mr  J  R 
Raphael  (Renter  Warden),  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  c'  Cole- 
man, and  carried  unanimously. 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

rpHE  meeting  ]leld  at  Burlington  House.  Piccadilly 
X  London  W  on  April  18.  attracted  only  a  small 
audience  The  chair  was  taken  by  Professor  P.F  Frank- 
land.  jjiJtb  who  in  the  opening  proceedings  referred  to 
lie  loss  sustained  by  the  Society  owing  to  the  deaths  of 
Dr.  Edward  Divers  and  Mr.  John  Pattinson.    The  Chair- 

S  *  Dr'  mlel'l  "aS  Wel1  known  in  connection 
Z  \  !  dlscussl0"h|ch  had  taken  place  in  that  room, 
and  that  he  was  a  distinguished  ornament  to  chemistry 

w    h  C~  ^^u^  t0  Send  a  meS8aSe  of  sympathv 

a    ihP  lis W  *i  Wel'e  tW^our  contribution's 

oresent     A  a«Uthorl  °f  only  two  of  *em  were 

present..  A  synopsis  of  another  was  given  by  Dr.  Smiles 
one  of  the  secretaries.  The  papers  read  contained  little 
ot  p armaceutical  interest.  The  first,  by  L.  H.  Levy  was 
on  i  Studies  m  Platinocyanides."  This  dealt  with  The 
double°saird-HtS  °f  Platino5ya«ides,  which  are  usually 
double  salts  with  a  coppery  hue.    The  other  two  papers 
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read  were  by  H.  Christopher  and  Dr.  S.  Smiles  on  "  Some 
Reactions  of  /3-naphtha  Sulphonium  Quinone,"  and 
F.  Windmill  on  "  Asymmetric  Quaternary  Arsonium  Com- 
pound." In  the  latter  contribution  it  was  shown  that  the 
arsenium  compound,  in  contrast  to  the  corresponding 
nitrogen  derivative,  could  not  be  resolved  into  optically 
active  components. 


POISONING  FATALITIES. 


Seven  deaths  have  been  reported  since  our  last  issue  as 
due  to  poisoning.  Three  of  these  were  caused  by  misad- 
venture. 

Carbolic  Acid. — This  disinfectant  was  swallowed  with  fatal 
results  by  the  three-year-old  son  of  William  George  Bussey, 
German-silver  caster,  at  Birmingham.  The  boy  had 
apparently  climbed  on  a  toy  horse  and  reached  down  the 
bottle  containing  the  poisonous  fluid  from  the  mantelpiece. 

Irritant  Poison. — Sarah  Ann  Huntingdon  (63),  newsagent, 
killed  herself  at  Clapham  by  taking  an  irritant  poison,  pro- 
bably oxalic  acid,  a  bottle  containing  which  was  found  in 
her  room. — At  Landport,  John  Parr  (78),  naval  pensioner, 
committed  suicide  by  taking  an  irritant  poison. 

Nitric  Acid. — The  death  of  Helen  May  Boden,  aged  seven 
months,  daughter  of  an  East  Ham  school-teacher,  was  due 
to  burning  by  nitric  acid  accidentally  administered  by  her 
four-year-old  brother  instead  of  a  peppermint  preparation. 

Potassium  Cyanide  was  used  for  suicidal  purposes  h 
Joseph  J.  W.  Hunter  (37),  plumber,  Morville.  Deceased 
had  obtained  the  poison  from  Mr.  Steward,  chemist,  Bridg- 
north, for  the  purpose  of  killing  rats.  Mr.  Steward  at  first 
refused  to  supply  the  poison,  pointing  out  that  it  was  an 
unusual  one  for  the  purpose.  Deceased  replied  that  a  game- 
keeper had  recommended  it  for  destroying  rats,  and  asked  if 
he  could  have  it  if  he  brought  a  witness.  Hunter  eventually 
returned  with  another  man  and  was  supplied  with  the 
chemical,  both  signing  the  poisons  register. 

Soldering-fluid. — At  Dukinfield,  Thomas  Wilcox  (58),  en- 
gineer, has  died  through  taking  a  soldering-fluid  in  mistake 
for  a  cough-mixture. 

Spirit  of  Salt  caused  the  self-inflicted  death,  at  Bedford, 
of  Tom  Vant  (66). 


THE  GAS  BILLS. 


The  Alkali  Manufacturers'  Association  petitioned  against 
the  Bill  promoted  by  the  York  United  Gas  Co.,  which  came 
before  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  Thurs- 
day, April  25.  Mr.  Honoratus  Lloyd,  K.C.,  for  the  promoters, 
observed  in  his  opening  statement  that  this  opposition  was 
part  of  a  policy  which  the  Alkali  Manufacturers'  Association 
were  pursuing  this  Session  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 
They  said  that  the  gas  companies  were  using  not  only  the 
residuals  produced  at  their  own  gasworks  and  working  them 
up  into  products  that  were  saleable,  but  that  the  companies, 
or  some  of  them,  were  making  a  practice  of  purchasing  resi- 
duals from  other  companies  and  then  working  them  up. 
Of  course,  that  had  the  advantage  of  decreasing  the  cost  of 
the  manufacture  of  gas ;  it  benefited  both  the  company  and 
the  consumer.  The  Alkali  Association  asked  that  a  restric- 
tion should  be  placed  on  the  gas  undertakings  preventing 
them  from  working  up  residuals  bought  from  other  com- 
panies, and  so  infringing  upon  what  they  said  was  their 
trade  and  their  prerogative,  but  what  he  should  call  their 
monopoly.  The  question  had  been  argued  out  on  two  or 
three  occasions,  and  each  House  had  put  in  a  clause  in  cer- 
tain Gas  Bills  for  the  Alkali  Manufacturers'  protection. 
The  House  of  Commons  Committee  said  the  clause  was  not  to 
be  taken  as  a  precedent  because  there  might  be  different  con- 
ditions in  small  companies,  and  he  submitted  that  there  was 
no  good  reason  for  inserting  a  clause  in  this  Bill. — Mr. 
Macassey  appeared  for  the  Alkali  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion.— The  Committee  adjourned. 

British  Guiana  Citrate  of  Lime.— Two  small  factories  for 
the  manufacture  of  citrate  of  lime  have  been  erected  in 
British  Guiana,  one  in  Georgetown  and  the  other  on  the 
Essequibo  Coast.  The  latter  is  now  being  moved  to  a  more 
central  position  and  will  probably  be  enlarged.  Limes  are 
purchased  from  the  small  growers,  and  freight  and  cartage 
are  borne  by  the  purchasers.  These  limes  are  manufactured 
into  citrate  of  lime  A  very  good  product  is  being  made 
Exports  of  citrate  of  lime  were  first  made  in  1907,  and  the 
following  have  been  the  quantities  exported  from  the  Colonv  • 
1907,  3  cwt. ;  1908,  13  cwt.  ;  1909,  54  cwt.  ;  1910,  87  cwt. 


INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT! 


Postal  Address : 

&  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,   London,  E.C. 
.Telegraphic  Address  :  "CHEMICUS  LONDON." 
Telephone  No. :   BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

We  would  be  obliged  if  any  reader  would  inform  us  by  post- 
card or  telephone  who  are  the  makers  or  agents  of  the  articles^ 
mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries  : 

146/363.    "  Chlonine  water. 
145/160.    Pharnan's  dog-food. 
146/36.    "  Almora  "  ointment. 
146/40.    "  Acetosal  "  :  suppliers. 
151/700.    "  Trebigg  "  bay  rhum. 
145/12.    "  Aj ax  "  feeding-bottle. 
145/50.    Sheldon's  tabules  :  supply. 
145/161.    "  Percy  "  lamp  and  fluid. 
149/62.    Formalin  candles :  makers. 
146/360.    Orange's  universal  cerate. 
149/57.    "  Uric  "  or  "  Unic  "  bedpan. 
146/362.    Campbell's  pomade:  supply. 
151/690.    Toogood's  ointment  for  dogs. 
145/61.    Dr.  Schmidt's  sulphur  lozenges. 
148/71.    "  Bed  Cross"  Carlsbad  powder. 
147/24.    "  Eclipse  "  formaldehyde  lamps. 
149/570.    "  Strenatone  Solvent  "  embrocation. 
151/70.    "  Atkins  &  Lawrence  "  brand  Saumer. 
149/56.    "  Royai  Toilet  Co.,  London  "  :  address. 
152/45.    Makers  of  homoeopathic  medicine  cases. 
149/59.    "  Isham  Waters":  address  of  proprietors. 
152/43.    Dr.  Beaupre  et  Cie's  "Santalols":  supply. 
151/69.    "Fowler's  Corn-plasters":  address  of  maker. 
145/56.    "  Le   Cri "    bath   crystals   (Lillah   Reina,  Olc? 
Chelsea). 

146/25.    "  Hydroxydase, "       an       isotonic  table-water 


(?  French). 

152/31.  "Saxonal" 
rhcea)  :  makers. 

148/52.  "  Italian  Tilo  "  (greatly  used  in  Chili 
what  is  it,  and  where  obtainable? 


(a  German  preparation  for  gonor- 


for  colds) : 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During:  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  the 
makers  or  sellers  of  the  following  articles.  The  information  will 
be  repeated  to  other  inquirers  who  send  to  this  Department  a. 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Acetysal,  146/40 
Anti-cor  corn-shaver,  148/31 
"  Atlas  "  preservative,  147/49 
Barker's  vibrators,  148/32 
Cellulose  acetate,  145/25 
Clarke's  linctus,  136/67 
Colgate's  toilet  preparations, 

148/33 
Collapsible  tubes,  151/56 
"Curot"  (for  sheep),  148/34 
Electric  belts,  150/31 
Enserol  liquid,  145/52 
Farwell  &  Rhine's  "  Cresco" 

flour     (London  agents), 

145/28 

Floating  oatmeal  bath-soap, 
148/44 

Francois  Haby's  prepara- 
tions, 142/69 
Galactenzyme  tablets,  132/53 
"  Ganesh  "  chin-strap,  142/23 
"  Garland  "  brand  arsenic, 
145/19 

Gattefosse  fils,  agents,  145/49 
Gruber's  aural  ovoids,  145/60 
Hardy's    Brompton  cough- 
lozenges,  142/34 
"Helios"  flasks,  148/320 


Hygienol,  145/16 

Kynoch's  toilet-soaps,  142/59' 

Mackey,    Mackey    &  Co.'s 

specialities,  149/56 
Marking-ink  pencils,  149/690' 
Mastisol,  144/38 
Mergandol,  142/68 
Mitin,  150/15 
Neisser  Bougies.  142/61 
Neraltein,  147/72 
"  New    Century  "  urethral 

syringe,  146/64 
Pedicure,  149/69 
Plantoids,  145/47 
Rodagen,  149/60 
Rolled  gold  (for  spectacles), 

149/8 
Sanoforme.  145/12 
Sepol,  145/46 

Thetford  Pulp-ware  (Ameri- 
can inquirv).  148/20 

Trivalin,  142/60 

"  Valsine  "  ball-room  floor- 
polish,  144/49 

Zinc  chloride  (grey  lump)  in 
tin-lined  casks  for  Japan, 
146/68 


Aqua  Regia. — Priwoznik  has  established  experimentally 
that,  the  best  solvent  for  gold  is  a  mixture  of  concentrated 
hydrochloric  acid  200  parts  and  concentrated  nitric  acid 
45  parts  diluted  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water. 
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OBSERVATIONS  &  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


In  My  Last  Week's  Remarks 

upon  a  drug- contract  for  the 
supply  of  drugs  to  a  Board  of  Guardians  I  fell  into  an 
error,  with  the  effect  of  conveying  an  entirely  wrong 
impression.  The  drug-list  on  which  the  contract  was  based 
was  not,  as  I  supposed  it  to  be,  a  wholesale  monthly  price- 
list,  but  an  official  list  supplied  to  Guardians  for  their 
guidance.  The  comparison  I  drew  between  the  terms  of 
the  contract  and  those  allowed  to  pharmacists  was  there- 
fore quite  without  point,  and  the  inference  that  whole- 
saler's profits  are  extravagant  (which  might  be  drawn 
from  it)  is  without  justification  in  the  facts  of  the  case. 

"One  Thing  is  Easier," 

said  Mr.  Labouchere,  "  than  devising 
a  constitution ;  it  is  criticising  one  devised  by  somebody 
else."  The  remark  may  be  applied  to  schemes  of  pay- 
ment under  the  Insurance  Act.  No  scheme  has  yet  been 
put  forward  which  is  not  open  to  some  objection,  and 
probably  none  can  be.  The  per  capita  plan  leaves  us 
almost  as  much  at  the  mercy  of  the  prescriber  as  does 
the  dispensing  price-list,  which  you  say  would  be 
disastrous,  and  has  besides  the  disadvantage  of  being 
likely  to  prove  inequitable  in  working  unless  an  equal 
amount  of  work  could  be  ensured  to  each  man  on  the 
panel,  which  is  impossible  without  interfering  with  the 
right  of  the  insured  to  choose  his  own  pharmacist.  Those 
with  a  large  clientele  would  almost  certainly  be  better 
remunerated  proportionably  than  those  with  a  small  one. 
This  objection  is  not  met  by  "  Q.E.F.'s  "  proposal  to  com- 
bine a  dispensing  fee  with  a  charge  for  drugs  supplied ; 
indeed,  the  combination  of  the  two  schemes  retains  the  dis- 
advantages of  both.    There  is,  too,  another  and 

A  Fatal  Objection 

to  "Q.E.F.'s"  suggestion,  which  is  that 
it  is  quite  impracticable.  The  Chancellor  is  not  going  to 
endow  a  new  order  of  medicine  :  he  proposes  simply  to  pay 
us  for  drugs  supplied  and  work  done.  We  may  possibly 
be  allowed  our  choice  of  alternative  ways  of  doing  this, 
but,  as  you  say,  the  limit  indicated  bars  all  hope  of  more 
than  a  market  price  for  our  services.  Nobody  is  going  to 
make  much  directly  out  of  State  dispensing;  we  must 
regard  it  pretty  much  as  doctors  have  regarded,  or  pro- 
fesaed  to  regard,  club  practice ;  it  will  be  a  useful  stand-by, 
and  may  add  a  few  pounds  to  our  incomes,  but  it  will 
not  be  a  gold-mine  for  anybody.  The  chief  advantage  we 
shall  get  from  it  will  be  indirect;  it  will  bring  us  custom 
that  might  otherwise  have  gone  elsewhere ;  it  will  give  us 
a  sort  of  prestige,  and  will  mark  us  out  as  the  proper 
dispensers  of  medicine.  That  is,  if  we  get  it;  but  we 
must  keep  ourselves  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  doctors 
ejon't  mean  us  to  get  it,  If  we  make  exaggerated  claims 
beforehand,  we  shall  be  playing  into  their  hands;  our 
true  wisdom  is  at  once  to  insist  on  the  necessity  of  separat- 
ing prescribing  from  dispensing  and  our  own  readiness 
to  accept  the  latter  on  the  lowest  remunerative  terms.  It 
will  not  be  worth  every  pharmacist's  while  to  go  on  the 
panel;  but  there  are  unfortunately  many  among  us  to  whom 
even  a  few  pounds  yearly  mean  much,  and  who  have  in 
fact  no  alternative.  Those  who  can  afford  to  decline  work 
""dor  the  Act  ought  to  do  their  best  to  secure  favourable 
terms  for  those  who  cannot,  for  it  is  certain  that  all  will 
benefit  indirectly,  whether  they  are  on  the  panel  or  not. 


The  Working  of  the  Shops  Act, 

so  far  as  it  has  gone,  proves 
conclusively  that  chemists,  as  a  class,  are  quite  ready  to 
co-operate  whenever  joint  action  is  desirable.  This  is,  I 
fancy,  a  new  discovery  for  many  small  towns,  and  perhaps 
also  for  not  a  few  large  cities.  Further,  the  reports  of 
the  various  meetings  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
custom  of  a  weekly  half-holiday  has  been  much  more 
common,  even  among  chemists,  than  many  of  us  suspected. 
It  is  those  towns  that  have  never  enjoyed  this  boon  that 
will  now  realise  what  benefits  the  Act  provides  for.  I 
observe  that  chemists  in  the  City  of  London  wish  to  be 
entirely  exempt.  I  have  read  their  reasons  for  this 
request,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  a  similar  claim, 
backed  by  similar  reasons,  could  be  made  by  every  chemist 
in  the  country.  Would  not  Saturday  afternoon  be  an  ideal 
half-day  for  chemists  in  the  City  ?  As  no  one  lives  in  the 
City — so  we  are  assured — and  as  business  is  entirely  sus- 
pended on  Saturday  afternoons,  such  an  arrangement 
would  seem  to  be  eminently  suitable. 
The  Habit  of  Tea-drinking 

is  frequently  condemned,  but  it 
is  a  comfort  to  find  science  agreeing  with  the  universal 
belief  among  the  female  sex  that  tea-drinking  is  a  valuable 
aid  to  health,  and  not  at  all  the  vice  that  some  men  would 
have  us  believe.  The  abstracts  published  last  week  on  the 
effects  of  the  use  of  caffeine  recall  to  mind  another  state- 
ment I  recently  read,  where  the  results  of  a  practical, 
scientific  test  were  given.  The  subjects  in  this  case  were 
typists,  and  it  was  found  that  the  effect  of  a  cup  of  tea 
was  that  the  typing  was  done  more  rapidly;  with  fewer 
errors,  and  continued  over  a  longer  time  by  those  who 
took  tea  as  compared  with  the  work  of  those  who  did 
not  take  it.  This  experiment  proves  that  the  practice- 
of  giving  women-clerks  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  break  in 
the  afternoon  for  a  cup  of  tea,  which  frequently  obtains 
in  City  offices,  is  not  only  good  science,  but  good  business. 
In  view  of  the  accumulation  of  facts  such  as  those  quoted 
by  you  last  week,  it  would  appear  that  every  large  firm 
would  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  give  every  employe  a 
free  cup  of  afternoon  tea. 

"  Silly  Seeds" 

are,  as  Mr.  Duncan  says,  the  seeds  of  what  we 
now  know  as  Plantago  psyllium,  but  several  psylliums  are 
included  in  our  old  herbals.  Lemery  has  three  kinds. 
The  name  "psyllie"  occurs  in  English  as  early  as  the 
fourteenth  century,  but  the  popular  names  of  the  plant, 
were  fleabane,  fleawort,  and  louse-seed,  which  were  due, 
says  Gerard,  not  to  the  fact  that  the  seeds  were  used  to- 
kill  fleas,  but  because  they  resembled  these  little  pests  in 
appearance.  They  had,  however,  the  reputation  of  driving 
fleas  away.  In  medicine  they  had  several  uses,  being 
accounted  good  for  spitting  of  blood,  dysentery,  gonorrhoea, 
and  other  disorders,  chiefly  on  account  of  their  mucilaginous, 
detersive,  and  laxative  properties.  Lyte  recommends 
them,  too,  for  inward  inflammations,  fevers,  and  "  hot  '*" 
agues,  as  well  as  outwardly  for  swellings  and  erysipelas.. 
Both  he  and  Gerard  regard  them  as  dangerous  if  too  freely 
taken,  the  latter  going  so  far  as  to  say  they  are  "a. 
medicine  rather  bringing  a  malady  than  taking  away  the 
grief e."  Psyllium  is  fabled  to  have  been  one  of  Medea's, 
herbs,  and  Sylvester,  in  his  translation  of  Du  Bartas, 
classes  it  with  "pernicious"  plants, 

"  As  sabie  Henbane  ;  Morell,  making  mad  : 
Cold-poysonyng  Poppy,  itching,  drowsie,  sad;  " 
and  many  others  speaking  of  it  as 

"  TttS  droPsie-breeding,   sorrow-bringing  Psylly 
(Heer  called  fleawurt)." 

This  on  account,  apparently,  of  its  "coldness."  Psyllium 
was  included  in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  down  to 
1735,  and  is  said  to  be  still  much  used  in  India  in  catarrhs 
and  other  complaints.  Its  mucilage  is  used  by  paper- 
stainers  as  superior  to  that  of  linseed. 
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THE 


"SANITA 


LIMITED, 

ARE    EXHIBITING  AT 
STAND  NO.  71, 

"  CHEMISTS'  EXHIBITION," 

AND    CORDIALLY      INVITE     A  VISIT 
THERE   FROM   ALL  FRIENDS  IN  THE 
TRADE. 


jfl^gHKyTn&rkel .  London .  S\V^^ 

fflf   Importers- and  Exporters- of  wa 


FRENCH  and  all  FOREIGN 
PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


■L  Price  List    on  Application 

W.       Special   •  Export   '  Terms 

Foreign  ■  Prescriptions 
>ffl^^^i5pen3ecl- Jor  •  Pharmacists^ 


j  non-^!^^^TlEINRICH  HAENSELS 
^J-~^Z3jrj@  Unequalled  Speciality. 


Jas.  Burrough  Ltd* 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

0./.  Ca/e  Distillery,  Hutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


pkETG  HULKS' F0R  TINCTURES'  infusiohs' 
CONCENTRATED 

Sole  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO.,  Ltd.  !•  \f\l  JODS» 
London  and  Sydney.  V^fveiT 

Editorial  Articles. 

Quinine  Prospects. 

The  recent  improvement  in  the  value  of  quinine  lias 
been  one  of  the  most  prominent  market  features  of  the 
month,  speculators  having  again  shown  renewed  interest,- 
after  a  period  of  comparative  inactivity  extending 
over  three  years.  The  possibilities  of  a  continued 
advancing  market  are  now  much  brighter,  and  this  has 
readily  given  the  cue  to  those  who  are  always  on  the  look- 
out for  a  quick  turnover  profit.  The  chief  factor  contri- 
buting to  the  present  advance,  which  had  its  starting-point 
at  the  last  Amsterdam  bark-auction — when  the  unit  ad- 
vanced about  10  per  cent. — is  the  material  falling-off  in 
the  bark-shipments  from  Java  for  the  first  three  and  a 
half  months  of  this  year.  These  as  compared  with  the 
previous  two  years  are  as  follows  : 

1910  1911  1912 

January    1.167,000      1,420,000  638,000 

February    908,000         946,000  922,000 

March    1,376,000      1,493,000  812.000 

April  (first  half)    ...      698,000         444,000  375,000 

Amst.  lb.  ...  4,149,000  4,303,000  2,747,000 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  deficiency  to  date  is  1,556,000 
Amst.  lb.  less  as  compared  with  last  year.  To  this  de- 
crease may  be  attributed  the  higher  prices  paid  for  bark 
at  the  last  auction,  in  addition  to  which  the  unsold  portion 
subsequently  sold  at  considerably  higher  prices.  Another 
point  to  which  importance  is  attached  is  the  visit,  which 
we  reported  as  long  ago  as  January,  of  Herr  Buchler, 
of  the  Brunswick  Quinine  Factory,  to  Java.  The  avowed 
object  of  his  visit,  as  the  representative  of  European 
quinine-makers,  is  to  bring  about  an  understanding  between 
the  Java  planters  as  to  the  restriction  of  their  out- 
put, and  no  doubt  to  establish  cordial  relations  with  the 
Java  Quinine  Factory,  if  such  a  thing  is  possible.  These 
negotiations  are,  of  course,  shrouded  in  mystery,  but  time 
will  prove  whether  the  present  restriction  in  bark  shipments 
is  the  result  of  pourparlers  with  the  planters,  or  is  the 
outcome  of  a  genuine  shortage.  It  will  also  be  seen  very 
soon  whether  bark  is  being  held  back  in  Batavia,  as  some 
believe.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  said  that  cinchona  is 
being  uprooted  to  give  place  to  rubber,  but  nothing  definite 
is  known  on  this  point. 

The  main  interest  in  the  market  now  centres  in  the 
Amsterdam  auction  next  week,  where  reduced  supplies  of 
bark  will  again  be  offered.  Meanwhile,  the  German  fac- 
tories, after  selling  to  consumers  at  8±d.,  withdrew  their 
([notation  last  week,  this  being  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
have  not  sufficient  bark  on  hand  to  complete  orders.  In 
tact  they  state  they  have  no  quinine  to  offer,  and  their 
price  is  nominal.  From  this  it  may  be  inferred  that 
another  advance  on  their  part  is  imminent.  We  may 
note  that  was  the  official  German  makers'  price  for 

the  sulphate  for  three  years,  and  that  last  year  second-, 
hands  touched  6<l,  Java  quinine  selling  on  several  occa- 
sions at  5|rf.  per  oz.,  whereas  to-day  there  are  buyers  at 
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84c?.  for  this  description  and  8%d.  for  German  from  second- 
hands.  As  regards  the  London  stock,  which  at  the  end  of 
March  stood  at  4,081,488  oz.,  or  299,712  oz.  more  than  at 
the  corresponding  period  of  1911,  it  need  hardly  be  said 
that  much  of  this  is  not  available  at  present  prices,  and 
a  certain  proportion  of  it.  if  sold  at  Ik.  6d .  per  oz.,  would 
perhaps  show  a  narrow  margin  of  profit  only.  This  stock 
would,  of  course,  have  little  influence  on  the  market  if 
any  arrangement  should  be  arrived  at  with  the  Java 
planters.  That  the  consumption  of  quinine  continues  to 
increase  is  undoubted,  as  the  result  chiefly  of  official 
efforts  in  malarial  countries,  these  having  been  assisted  by 
the  exceptionally  low  prices.  The  exports  from  Germany 
and  England,  as  wc  have  noted  in  previous  issues,  have 
increased,  while  the  imports  into  Italy,  the  Far  East,  and 
the  United  States  are  also  larger.  The  following  are  the 
figures  for  the  U.S.A.  taken  from  the  monthly  Summary 
of  Commerce  and  Finance  for  December,  which  has  just 
been  received  : 

1909  1910  1911 

Cinchona-bark  (lb.)  3,767,510  3,268,106  3,327,826 
Quinine     ...  (oz.)    2,827,747      2,856,019  3,360,982 

In  this  connection  we  call  attention  to  a  pamphlet  on 
"  The  Value  of  Quinine  in  Combating  Malarial  Fever,"  by 
Mr.  S.  S.  Abrahamson,  an  official  of  the  Netherlands- 
Indies  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  the  Interests  of 
the  Cinchona-planters.  Mr.  Abrahamson  states  that  the 
world's  production  of  quinine  exceeds  17,000,000  oz.  per 
annum,  all  of  which  is  consumed,  and  that  the  consumption 
is  increasing  annually  in  ratio  to  the  production. 


Secret-medicine  Inquiry. 

v. 

An  agitation  in  New  Zealand  against  proprietary  medi- 
cines has  been  carried  on  for  many  years.  The  question 
was  first  raised  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  in  1897, 
when  the  Government  was  asked  to  introduce  legislation 
dealing  with  proprietary  medicines.  Nothing  was  done 
till  1900,  when  the  Health  Act  was  rjassed  containing  a 
section  giving  the  Governor  power  to  make  regulations  for 
(1)  the  inspection  and  analysis  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and 
patent  medicines;  (2)  prohibiting  the  sale  and  providing 
for  the  destruction  of  such  drugs,  chemicals,  and  patent 
medicines  as  are  adulterated ;  (3)  requiring  the  ingredients 
of  patent  medicines  to  be  disclosed  on  or  prior  to  the  sale 
thereof  j  (4)  imposing  penalties  not  exceeding  50/.  for  any 
breach  of  the  regulations.  It  was  not  till  1904  that  regula- 
tions  wero  issued,  and  these  were  of  a  remarkable  nature. 
The  first  provision  was  as  follows  : 

All  patent  medicines  imported  into  or  sold  or  offered 
for  sa.o  in  tho  colony  shall  be  required  to  have  the  contents 
with  their  exact  proportions  legibly  set  out  in  English  upon 
a  label  affixed  on  the  bottle,  box,  or  container.  In  addition 
to  such  information,  where  such  medicines  contain  one  or 
more  of  tho  poisons  scheduled  under  "  The  Sale  of  Poisons 
Act,  1871,"  and  its  amendments,  the  words  "  This  contains 
poison  must  bo  marked  in  clear  medium-sized  block  tyrje 
upon  tho  label. 

The  next  provision  enumerated  about  150  weil-known 
British,  American,  and  locally  manufactured  proprietary 
medicines.  The  mandatory  character  of  these  regulations 
amounted  to  a  prohibition,  and  protests  were  made  from 
all  quarters.  The  result  was  that  these  were  practically 
withdrawn  and  much  milder  regulations  gazetted  requiring 
formula)  to  be  deposited  with  the  Minister  of  Public  Health 
at  Wellington,  together  with  copies  of  all  labels  and  hand- 
bills referring  to  the  patent  medicine.  These  were  to  come 
into  force  in  October  1905,  but  as  it  was  discovered  that 
the  term  "  patent  medicine  "  has  a  very  restrictive  mean- 


ing, these  in  turn  were  allowed  to  drop.  But  the  same 
force  in  the  shape  of  a  persistent  Chief  Health  Officer 
was  at  work,  and  in  1906  was  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Representatives  "  The  Quackery  and  other  Frauds  Pre- 
vention Bill."  In  this  Bill  the  Chief  Health  Officer  was 
required  to  issue  certificates  before  any  medicament  could 
be  supplied,  exception  being  made  for  medicaments  pre- 
scribed and  supplied  by  doctors  and  chemists.  Proprietors 
of  medicaments  had  to  satisfy  the  Chief  Health  Officer  as  to 
the  "curative  or  relieving  or  otherwise  beneficial  proper- 
ties "  of  the  medicament,  and  deposit  the  formula  at  the 
Health  Office.  Careful  definitions  were  given  of  medica- 
ment, proprietary  medicine,  and  "quack  nostrum,"  the 
last-named  being  given  as  "an  unauthorised  medicament." 
The  curious  circumstance  was  brought  out  that  the  intro- 
ducer of  the  Bill,  Mr.  Hornsby,  had  given  a  testimonial 
testifying  to  the  value  of  Impey's  "May  Apple."  No 
progress  was  made  with  the  Bill,  but  it  was  reintroduced 
in  1907,  one  modification  being  that  a  Board  was  substi- 
tuted for  the  Chief  Health  Officer.  This  was  referred  to 
a,  committee,  and,  much  modified,  reappeared  the  next 
year.  Briefly,  the  Bill  resolved  itself  into  giving  the  Chief 
Health  Officer  powers  to  prevent  articles  being  adver- 
tised in  a  way  that  seemed  to  him  misleading;  but  pro- 
prietors who  are  interfered  with  have  the  right  to  appeal 
to  the  law  courts.  As  the  Quackery  Prevention  Act,  1908, 
this  became  law  on  January  1,  1909.  There  is  also  in 
force  in  New  Zealand  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1908.  which  follows  on  the  lines  of  the  Pure  Food  Acts  of 
Australia,  referred  to  last  week.  Power  is  given  to  issue 
regulations,  but  these  have  not  yet  appeared,  although  the 
matter  has  been  mentioned  officially.  A  draft  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  which 
was  on  the  lines  of  those  agreed  upon  at  the  Australian 
Congress  (C.  <b  D.,  April  20,  index  folio  577),  but  slight 
modifications  are  likely  to  be  made,  if  one  can  judge  from 
the  report  of  a  conference  between  representatives  of  the 
Government  and  the  Pharmacy  Board. 

In  Canada  the  sale  of  proprietary  medicines  is  regulated 
by  the  Patent  and  Proprietary  Medicine  Act,  which  took 
about  three  years  to  pass  the  legislative  chambers.    It  was 
taken  up  at  the  behest  of  medical  men  who  desired  to. 
"protect  the  public."    Many  drafts  were  submitted,  and 
the  Act  is  the  result  of  a  compromise  between  the  various 
interests  involved,  the  medical  men  coming  off  much  worse 
than  they  anticipated.  After  condemning  every  proprietary 
remedy,  the  medical  men  were  forced  to  admit  that  no- 
medicine  could  flourish  or  maintain  its  sale  unless  it  had 
merit.    Manufacturers  are  licensed  and  given  a  certificate- 
number,  which  has  to  be  affixed  to  all  proprietary  medi- 
cines put  on  the  market.      All  patent  and  proprietary 
medicines  have  to  be  registered  each  year  with  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department  of  Ottawa.    The  regulations  which 
have  been  issued  were  summarised  recently  in  this  journal 
(April  6,  index  folio  501).    Scheduled  drugs  have  to  be 
declared,  but  the  list  is  a  small  one.    One  regulation  which 
differs  from  those  of  other  countries  sets  forth  the  scale 
of  dose  in  which  the  medicine  is  to  be  administered.  The 
Act  came  into  force  on  April  1,  1909.  and  although  the 
latest  reports  state  that  it  is  administered  in  a  lax  manner, 
we  have  published  particulars  of  a  case  in  which  legal 
proceedings  were  taken. 


South  African  Customs. 

The  Union  Parliament  for  South  Africa  will  shortly  be 
considering  a  Bill  to  Provide  for  the  Management  of 
the  Customs  of  the  Union,  the  text  of  which  has  been 
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published  in  the  Government  "Gazette."  It  is  a  very 
lengthy  measure  of  133  clauses  and  a  schedule,  the  latter 
repealing  certain  laws  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Natal, 
Transvaal,  and  Orange  Free  State.  The  first  Chapter  of 
the  Bill  is  on  the  administration  of  the  Act ;  the  second 
deals  with  the  importation  of  goods,  the  third  Chapter  with 
smuggling,  the  fourth  with  exportation  of  goods,  the  fifth 
with  wrecks,  the  sixth  with  coasting  trade,  the  seventh 
with  legal  proceedings,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  and  the 
eighth  is  general  and  miscellaneous.  Clause  30  refers  to 
procedure  to  be  followed  in  case  of  proposed  increased 
duties,  enabling  the  Minister  in  the  House  of  Assembly  to 
introduce  a  Bill  to  increase  the  duty  payable  on  any  goods, 
merchandise,  etc.,  which  increase  will  take  effect  on  and 
after  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill.  The  importation  of 
goods  is  the  subject  of  the  forty-nine  clauses  in  Chapter  II. 
Certain  goods  are  prohibited  from  being  imported  into 
South  Africa,  the  chief  provision  being  that  goods  of 
foreign  manufacture  which  bear  the  name,  mark,  or  brand 
of  manufacturers  resident  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  any 
British  possession,  or  which  bear  marks  contravening  the 
provisions  of  any  law  in  force  in  the  Union  relating  to 
merchandise  marks.  By  another  clause,  printed  books, 
music,  and  newspapers,  which  are  unauthorised  prints  of 
any  works  which  are  copyright  in  the  United  Kingdom 
or  the  Union,  or  any  British  possession,  may  not  be 
imported.    Clause  40  reads  : 

"  All  invoices  and  certificates  thereto  relating  to  goods 
imported  into  the  Union  shall  be  in  the  form,  and  shall 
contain  the  particulars,  prescribed  by  regulation,  and  the 
Commissioner  may  refuse  to  accept  any  invoice  or  certifi- 
cate not  in  accordance  with  the  form  and  not  containing 
the  particular's  so  prescribed." 

According  to  Clause  132  (c),  the  Governor-General  may 
make  regulations  not  inconsistent  with  this  Act — 

"  Prescribing  the  form  of  invoices,  the  particulars  that 
shall  be  inserted  thereon,  and  the  certificates  thereto,  that 
shall  bo  presented  at  the  time  of  entry  and  clearance  of 
goods." 

If  this  is  passed  in  its  present  form,  it  will  be  com- 
pulsory for  all  shippers  to  draw  up  invoices  and  certifi- 
cates according  to  regulations  to  be  published.  Clause  41 
deals  with  the  production  by  the  seller  of  proof  of  origin 
of  the  goods  exposed  for  sale,  and  proof  of  payment  of  the 
import  dues.  This,  as  can  readily  be  imagined,  may  be 
difficult  for  those  who  obtain  their  stock  from  the  whole- 
sale houses  at  the  coast,  who  import  and  clear  in  bulk. 
Provision  is  also  made  for  ascertaining  the  duty  pay- 
able on  goods  where  the  dues  are  calculated  by  value 
and  not  by  weight  or  bulk.  A  declaration  of  value  must 
be  made  on  the  bill  of  entry,  and  subscribed  to  by  the 
importer,  and,  if  required,  declared  on  oath.  If,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Customs  officials,  the  declared  value  is 
.^erroneous,  the  Commissioner  may  require  the  goods  to  be 
examined  by  two  persons,  one  appointed  by  the  Customs, 
the  other  by  the  importer,  and  in  the  event  of  no  agree- 
ment being  arrived  at  by  the  two  persons  appointed,  they 
will  jointly  appoint  an  umpire,  whose  decision  shall  be 
final.  If  the  value  so  ascertained  by  the  assessor  exceed 
by  15  per  cent.,  and  not  by  30  per  cent.,  the  value  originally 
declared,  double  duty  shall  be  charged ;  if  the  value 
.exceed  by  30  per  cent.,  and  not  by  60  per  cent.,  the 
value  originally  declared,  four  times  the  amount  of  duty 
shall  be  charged  ;  and  if  the  value  exceed  by  60  per  cent, 
the  value  originally  declared,  the  goods  shall  be  forfeited, 
and  an  amount  shall  be  paid  equal  to  the  full  duty-paid 
value  of  the  goods.  When  goods  are  forwarded  to  South 
Africa  through  the  parcel-post,  the  form  or  label  rilhxed 
under  the  postal  regulations  shall  be  deemed  to  be  an 


entry  made  under  the  Customs  regulations,  and  the  state- 
ment signed  by  the  senders  shall  take  the  place  of  the 
declaration  to  be  made  by  the  importer  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  goods.  All  goods  imported  by  parcel-post 
and  the  contents  found  not  to  agree  with  the  label  signed 
by  the  sender  shall  be  forfeited,  the  importer  being  liable 
for  penalties.  A  clerical  error  on  the  part  of  the  despatch- 
ing house  might  easily  happen,  which  would  have  serious 
results  for  the  importer.  Provision  is  made  for  estimat- 
ing the  amount  of  duty  on  goods  wherever  levied  "  ad 
valorem,"  this  proposing  that  the  current  value  of  the 
goods  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  true  current  value  of  similar 
goods  for  home  consumption  in  the  open  market  at  the 
place  of  purchase,  if  bought  in  the  ordinary  manner  from 
the  manufacturer  or  supplier  in  normal  quantities,  plus 
the  cost  of  packing  and  packages,  but  not  the  agent's 
commission  unless  it  exceed  5  per  cent.  A  special  duty 
(or  "dumping"  duty)  is  imposed  on  articles  imported 
into  the  Union  of  a  class  already  manufactured  in  that 
country,  and  when  the  selling  price  is  le6s  than  the  current 
value  for  home  consumption  a  special  duty,  equal  to  the 
difference  between  the  selling  price  and  the  current  price, 
shall  be  levied.  The  articles  coming  under  this  clause  are 
to  be  hereafter  notified.  When  a  bounty  is  granted  in 
the  country  of  origin,  a  duty  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  bounty  may  be  levied.  When  from  any  cause  a 
reliable  estimate  of  the  value  cannot  be  ascertained,  the 
Commissioner  of  Customs  may  determine  the  value  of 
the  goods  for  Customs  purposes.  The  text  of  the  Bill 
shows  signs  of  having  been  hastily  put  together  without 
consultation  with  the  principal  merchants  of  the  country, 
and  when  the  measure  comes  up  for  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Assembly,  certain  anomalies  will  doubtless  be 
cleared  up.  At  present  the  measure  gives  large  dis- 
cretionary powers  to  the  Commissioner  of  Customs,  which, 
if  not  clearly  defined,  may  lead  to  trouble  in  the  future, 
several  clauses  being  antagonistic.  When  the  Bill  finally 
becomes  law,  full  advice  of  the  changes  made  will  be 
given,  as  they  affect  the  oversea  exporter  and  the  local 
merchants. 


"  The  Art  of  Dispensing;." 

A  New  Edition  of  this  work  is  published  this  week.  It 
is  the  ninth  since  the  treatise  first  appeared  in  book-form 
in  September  1888.  That  edition  was  sold  out  in  a  week, 
and  a  second  and  third  within  two  months,  the  three  being 
substantially  the  same.  The  fourth  edition  was  pub- 
lished in  June  1889,  but  was  not  materially  altered  ;  the 
same  happened  a  year  later  when  the  fifth  edition  was 
published,  and  six  reprints  of  this  were  published  in  the 
eight  years  following.  Then  the  book  was  entirely  recast, 
and  in  the  greater  part  rewritten  to  form  the  sixth  edition, 
published  in  1900.  It  was  nearly  double  the  size  of  the 
first  edition,  which  contained  288  pages,  while  the  sixth 
contained  498  pages.  A  reprint  of  the  sixth  was  issued  in 
May  1901,  and  in  1904  it  was  again  revised  and  extended 
to  514  pages,  the  revision  of  the  "  New  Remedies  "  chapter, 
and  additional  annotations  regarding  these  chiefly  account1 
ing  for  the  extension.  The  eighth  edition  was  published 
at  the  beginning  of  1908,  and  contained  36  pages  more! 
than  the  sixth  edition.  Here  the  extension  was  due  to 
additions  and  emendations  throughout  the  volume,  while 
the  chapter  "  New  and  Unofficial  Remedies  "  was  brought 
up  to  date,  and  more  autograph  and  examination  pre 
scriptions  for  the  use  of  students  were  added.  Now  we 
come  to  the  ninth  edition,  which  contains  592  pages.  It- 
has  been  critically  revised  throughout,  a  great  deal  of 
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new  matter  being  added,  which  may  be  exemplified  by  some 
excerpts  of  additional  annotations  in  the  chapter  on  pills. 

The  Pill  Smtula  (p.  78).—"  It  should  bo  straight  across 
at  the  point  and  sharpened  so  as  to  scrape  well.  Most  pill 
upatulas  supplied  by  sundries  houses  are  too  thick  at  the 
ipoint."  .. 
"  Soft  Masses  (p.  84).—"  A  pill-tilo  placed  over  a  small 
'water-bath  is  convenient  and  rapid  |for  reducing  the  soft- 
noss  of  u  mass].  Experience  indicates  that  it  is  well  to 
make  an  allowance  of  3  or  4  per  cent,  for  loss,  as  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  scrape  all  the  dried  extract  off  the 
drier." 

Alth.ea  as  ax  Excipient  (p.  87).— For  carbolic  acid 
"  some  prefer  flour  with  3  per  cont.  of  powdered  traga- 
■cunth  and,  if  required,  a  little  syrup  to  moisten." 

TlIERIACANTH  (p.  88). — "  Treacle  contains  a  large  propor- 
tion  of  salts  (including  alkaline  carbonate).  This  should 
l>«  borne  in  mind  in  selecting  it  or  its  preparations." 

Carbolic-acid  Pills  (p.  98). — "The  modern  tendency  is 
to  uso  a  dilute  mass  -1  of  acid  in  4  or  5 — and  to  make  it 
firm  so  that  the  pills  will  not  dissolve  quickly." 

Ferbi  Protochlouidum  (p.  116).—"  An  excellent  mass, 
which  allows  leisurely  manipulation,  is  made  by  adding 
about  an  eighth  of  its  weight  of  powdered  liquorice-root  and 
sufficient  anhydrous  wool-fat  to  mass." 

Ferri  et  Ammonii  Citras  (p.  116). — "  Proof  spirit  makes 
an  excellent  mass,  which  has  to  be  finished  off  quickly.  Pills 
of  this  salt  .  .  .  should  be  dispensed  in  a  well-corked  vial." 

Ferri  SULPHAS  (p.  116). — "  Liquid  glucose  is  a  perfect 
e\cipii'iil  fur  the  dried  sail;  36  grains  require  about 
12  grains." 

Ph..  Coloc.  Co.  (p.  123). — "  An  excellent  mass  is  made  by 
adding  10  grains  of  powdered  tragacanth  to  180  grains  of 
tin'  species  ami  massing  with  15  minims  of  water,  Pills 
made  in  this  manner  take  a  fine  polish  and  retain  their 
shape  well." 

It  may  be  recalled  that  the  plan  of  "  The  Art  of 
Dispensing,"  after  the  discussion  of  principles  and  com- 
pounding operations  and  dispensing  practice  generally,  is 
to  deal  with  solid  forms  of  medic  ines,  beginning  with  Pills, 
after  which  there  are  a  chapter  on  Tablets,  Lozenges,  and 
Pastilles,  one  on  Capsules,  another  on  Powders,  the  next 
on  Suppositories,  Bougies,  and  Pessaries,  then  come  Oint- 
ments. Plasters,  and  Pastes  and  Jellies,  which  link  the 
foregoing  with  liquid  medicines;  these  begin  with  Mix- 
tures. Then  follow  chapters  on  Emulsions  and  on  Appli- 
cations. The  last-named  was  originally  a  modest  chapter  of 
six  pages,  entitled  "  Lotions,  Liniments,  and  Injections," 
but  now  it  deals  with  Lotions,  Injections,  Ampoules, 
Embrocations,  Liniments,  Sprays,  and  Inhalations,  and 
consists  of  27  pages.  It  is  followed  by  a  chapter  on 
Incompatibles,  which  16  as  popular  with  "authors"  as  it 
ifi  with  dispensers.  A  Foreign  Prescriptions  chapter 
follows  this,  and  contains  many  modern  examples  of 
French  and  German  prescriptions  ;  while  as  a  supplement 
to  the  chapter  wo  have  on  the  present  occasion  changed 
the  old  Dictionary  of  Terms  used  in  French  and  German 
prescriptions  into  a  more  exhaustive  one,  embracing  also 
Dutch,  Italian,  Norwegian,  Portuguese,  and  Spanish 
•terms.  "  New  and  Unofficial  Remedies"  in  the  first  five 
editions  of  the  lwok  were  embraced  in  12  pages  devoted 
to  53  specific  articles.  Now  the  chapter  extends  to  58 
pages  of  double  column  matter  in  smaller  type,  and  it 
■contains  notes  on  over  700  specific  articles.  Again  we  have 
carefully  gone  over  this  chapter,  and  added  articles  of 
importance  w  hich  have  been  made  known  to  the  pharma- 
ceutical world  up  to  the  time  of  the  new  edition  going  to 
press.  Tho  chapter  is  one  of  the  moat  striking  examples 
••'t  .the  innovations  which  have  been  made  in_  dispensing- 
practice  during  the  past  two  decades.  It  has  proved  to  be 
-most  serviceable  to  the  pharmacists  of  the  British  Empire, 
and  gives  the  dispenser  practically  all  that  he  wants  to 
know  a*  to  the  compounding  of  these  remedies  and  their 
modes  of  administration,  as  well  as  the  doses  and  any 
>ther  points  which  may  be  of  service  in  the  dispenser's 
relations  with  the  prescriber.  Although  tho  volume  has 
been  so  thoroughly  revised  and  increased  in  size,  no  change 


has  been  made  in  the  price,  which  is  6s.  net,  or  by  post 
6s.  4c?.,  from  our  offices,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
We  have  already  supplied  stock  of  the  new  edition  to  most 
wholesale  and  sundries  houses  in  Great  Britain,  and 
copies  may  be  obtained  from  them  at  the  published  price. 


Methyl  Alcohol. 

The  recent  fatalities  through  the  drinking  of  liqueurs 
containing  methyl  alcohol  have  resulted  in  the  introduction 
of  a  Bill  into  the  German  Reichstag.  In  Germany 
the  excise  duty  on  manufactured  alcohol  is  based  on  the 
"  Kontigentierung "  system;  that  is  to  say,  the  normal 
amount  of  alcohol  to  be  produced  is  fixed  at  4g  litres 
per  head  of  the  population,  and  the  duty  to  be  paid  on 
every  litre  manufactured  within  this  quantity  amounts 
to  Is.  O^c?.  On  the  amount  exceeding  this  proportion  a 
tax  of  Is.  3c?.  is  levied.  The  repartition  of  the  excess 
quantity  among  the  distillers  is  effected  according  to  an 
established  rule.  On  alcohol  used  for  industrial  purposes, 
or  exported,  the  duty  paid  is  refunded  to  the  distillers, 
and  the  home  manufacturers  are  protected  by  a  Customs 
duty  of  20?.  to  13?.  15s.  on  every  100  litres  of  alcoholic 
preparations  imported  into  Germany.  In  the  financial  year 
1909-10  the  excise  duty  on  alcohol  produced  amounted  to 
9,265,375?.,  while  the  Customs  duty  on  imported  alcoholic 
preparations  yielded  262,620?.  The  new  Bill  proposes  to 
abolish  the  lower  rate  of  duty,  and  in  its  place  to  introduce 
a  uniform  excise  duty  of  Is.  3c?.  on  every  litre  of  alcohol, 
although  the  South  German  distillers  still  retain  certain 
privileges.  By  this  means  it  is  estimated  to  raise  a 
further  stun  of  about  1,800,000?.  towards  the  increased 
cost  of  armaments.  The  Bill  is  of  special  importance  to 
the  pharmaceutical  industry  and  the  manufacture  of 
toilet  preparations,  owing  to  the  extensive  restrictions  it 
will  impose  on  the  use  of  methyl  alcohol.  In  the  preamble 
to  the  Bill  it  is  stated  that  the  use  of  methyl  alcohol 
means  a  severe  loss  to  the  Revenue  from  loss  of  taxation 
on  ethyl  alcohol,  apart  from  the  danger  to  health  arising 
from  the  consumption  or  even  inhalation  of  the  methyl 
product.  By  one  clause  the  use  of  methyl  alcohol  will  be 
regulated,  and  according  to  this  new  provision  the  product 
will  be  forbidden  in  the  manufacture  of  drinks,  liqueurs, 
remedies,  perfumes,  preparations  for  the  care  of  the  hair, 
or  of  the  mouth,  nor  may  preparations  of  this  kind  con- 
taining methyl  alcohol  be  introduced  into  the  country. 
An  exception  is  made  in  the  case  of  formaldehyde  solutions 
or  preparations  in  which  the  presence  of  methyl  alcohol 
is  due  to  the  use  of  formaldehyde.  An  infringement  of 
the  regulation  will  be  punished  by  imprisonment  up  to 
six  months  and  a  fine  not  exceeding  500/.,  or  either  form 
of  punishment  alone.  If  the  infringement  is  due  to  negli- 
gence the  penalty  will  be  reduced  to  not  more  than  two 
months'  imprisonment,  or  a  fine  not  exceding  50?.  Should 
the  Bill  pass  in  its  present  form,  the  result  will  be  that 
methyl  alcohol  will  only  be  available  for  purely  technical 
purposes,  just  as  it  is  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  it  is 
bound  to  have  important  effects  on  our  *  own  import 
trade,  as  a  number  of  toilet  preparations  and  some  per- 
fumes are  imported  from  Germany  which  are  made  with 
pure  methyl  alcohol,  and  they  are  admitted  by  our  Customs 
without  duty,  being  treated  as  impotable.  We  have  pro- 
tested frequently,  and  asked  for  similar  facilities  to  be 
given  to  British  manufacturers.  Now  there  is  likely  to 
be  this  levelling-up  in  Germany  to  British  conditions. 
In  Japan  the  same  thing  is  likely  to  occur.  Our  Yoko- 
hama correspondent  informs  us  that  poisoning  with 
methyl  alcohol  among  the  better-class  people  in  Tokyo  has 
recently  occurred,  and  the  Government  found  that  moso 
of  the  cheap  brandy  sold  was  adulterated  with  methyl 


Index    Folio  615 


74 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DEUGGIST 


Appjl  27.  1912 


alcohol.  As  no  regulations  exist  for  controlling  the  sale 
of  methyl  alcohol,  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  protest 
from  medical  authorities  and  others.  The  police  have 
ordered  liquor  dealers  and  retailers  to  throw  away  any 
liquors  adulterated  with  methyl  alcohol,  while  a  Bill  for 
controlling  the  sale  of  methyl  alcohol  has  been  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons. 


Chemists'  Friendly  Society. 

Glasgow  chemists  as  the  first  in  the  field  have  adopted 
this  title  for  the  society  which  they  have  formed  for 
insuring  employes  under  the  National  Insurance  Act. 
They  are  not  confining  it  t-o  the  district,  but  are  throwing 
it  open  to  employes  in  the  drug-trade,  retail  or  wholesale, 
throughout  the  whole  country.  Mr.  W.  McCallum,  C.A., 
194  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  has  been  appointed  mana- 
ger of  the  society,  and  will  furnish  fuller  particulars  than 
we  can  possibly  give  ;  but  in  the  meantime  we  congratulate 
Glasgow  chemists  on  their  enterprise. 

Tincture  of  Digitalis. 

Dr.  A.  Goodall,  writing  to  the  "  British  Medical 
Journal  "  (1912,  1.  887)  on  the  potency  and  keeping  pro- 
perties of  tincture  of  digitalis,  states  that  of  23  samples 
of  the  tincture  freshly  made  12  were  of  average  potency, 
6  under  the  average,  and  5  over.  Of  14  old  samples,  3 
(one  year  old),  1  (eighteen  months),  and  1  (2^  years) 
were  of  full  activity,  and  all  the  rest  were  under  average 
strength.  Dr.  Goodall  says  that  doctors  should  prescribe 
"only  those  tinctures  of  digitalis  which  have  been 
standardised  by  physiological  methods  and  are  not  over 
twelve  months  old."  ( 

Railways  and  Industries. 

Exceptional  public  events  have  so  far  prevented  general 
consideration  of  a  Railway  Bill,  which  is  on  the  stocks, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  railway  companies  of  the 
United  Kingdom  powers  to  supplement  their  charges  with 
the  view  to  meeting  increased  expenses  occasioned  by  last 
year's  strike.  We  are  apparently  at  the  beginning  of  an 
era  of  upward  movements,  which  will  ultimately  raise 
costs  all  round  ;  indeed,  more  than  a  little  has  been  done 
in  this  direction  by  social  and  other  legislation,  and 
further  specific  charges  upon  industries  will  make  the 
trickle  a  stream.  In  this  connection  we  note  that  the 
United  States  of  America  are  experiencing  ai  similar 
problem.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  this  month,  Mr.  Samuel  W.  Fair- 
child,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Trade  and 
Improvements,  presented  a  report,  in  the  course  of  which 
it  was  stated  that  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  require  in 
the  next  five  years,  to  maintain  railroad  facilities  in  the 
States,  the  sum  of  $8,500,000,000.  of  which  three  and  a 
half  billions  would  be  for  additions,  increase  in  taxes 
and  return  on  new  securities,  and  five  billions  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  plant.  Mr.  Fairchild  proceeds  to 
show  how  the  American  railway  service  is  vital  to  indus- 
trial and  national  progress,  and  he  states  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  the  business  interests  of  the  country 
should  rally  to  the  support  of  the  railways.  He  sub- 
mitted resolutions  to  the  Chamber,  one  of  which  included 
the  following  principle,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Chamber  urges  upon  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission and  all  State  Railway  Commissions  the  importance, 
for  the  future,  of  so  carefully  weighing  and  considering 
the  effect  to  J>e  produced  upon  the  railways  in  the  making 
of  any  necessary  readjustments  of  freight  rates,  that  the 
same  may  be  accomplished  without  further  curtailing  the 
total  revenue  of  the  railways,  upon  which  their  borrow- 
ing credit  depends. 

Mr.  William  Hull  Wickham  (McKesson  &  Bobbins) 
and  Dr.  William  J.  Schieffelin,  also  a  leader  in  American 
pharmaceutical  industry,  are  among  those  who  sign  the 
report  along  with  Mr.  Fairchild.  As  regards  the  British 
Bill,  the  Board  of  Trade  has  issued  a  memorandum 
explaining  that  it  will  be  introduced  next  Session.  The 
Bill  proposes,  inter  alia,  to  transfer  from  the  railway  com- 
panies to  traders  the  onus  of  proving  before  the  Railway 
Commissioners  whether  or  not  an  increase  of  rates  is  desir- 
able. 


National  Health  Insurance. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Joint  Advisory  Committee  has- 
been  postponed  until  May  10. 

Scottish  Advisory  Committee. 
The  Scottish  Insurance  Commissioners  have  appointed  an 
Advisory  Committee  of  fifty-seven  persons,  among  whom 
are  eleven  medical  men — namely,  John  Adams,  M.B.,  CM- 
Glasgow;  R.  C.  Buist,  M.D.,  Dundee;  D.  Elliot  Dickson,. 
M.D.,  F.R.C.S.Edin.,  Lochgelly;  G.  R.  Livingston, 
M.D.,  Dumfries;  D.  J.  Mackintosh,  M.B.,  CM.,  M.V.0.r 
Glasgow;  R.  McKenzie  Johnston,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.Edin.. 
Edinburgh:  J.  Munro  Moir,  M.D..  J.P.,  Inverness; 
J.  E.  Moorhouse.  M.D.,  B.Sc,  Stirling;  Professor 
Stockman,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.Edin.,  F.F.P.S.Glas.,  Glas- 
gow; Norman  Walker,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.Edin.,  Edinburgh;, 
and  Miss  Annie  M.  Watson,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.Edin., 
L.F.P.S.Glas.,  Aberdeen.  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  (Glasgow), 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on  National 
Health  Insurance,  has  been  selected  by  the  committee- 
to  represent  pharmacists.  Mrs.  Ogilvie  Gordon,  D.Sc, 
Ph.D.,  of  the  National  Union  of  Women  Workers  andi 
International  Council  of  Women,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
John  Gordon,  a  well-known  Aberdeen  medical  prac- 
titioner and  "Major"  man,  is  one  of  the  representatives 
of  insured  persons  on  the  committee. 

Chemists'  Friendly  Society. 

A  special  meeting  of  employers  and  employes  connected 
with  the  drug-trade  was  held  in  Glasgow  on  Thursday 
evening,  April  18,  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Glasgow 
and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association,  whose  officers- 
had  convened  it.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  hear 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
question  of  forming  an  ' '  Approved  Society  "  under  the- 
National  Insurance  Act.  Delegates  from  other  Associ- 
tions  in  Scotland  were  invited  to  the  meeting,  one  of 
which,  the  Dundee  Chemists'  Assistant  Pharmacists', 
was  represented  by  its  President.  It  was  reported  that 
the  Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices" 
Association  had  had  a  meeting,  and  were  waiting  to  see- 
what  action  was  taken  by  Glasgow. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  J.  H.  Hart)  introduced  the  subject, 
and  said  the  committee  appointed  to  go  into  the  matter 
had  carefully  considered  the  question,  and  the  balance  of 
opinion,  after  making  careful  inquiry,  was  to  favour  such 
a  society.  However,  the  question  for  them  to  decide  was- 
which  was  going  to  be  the  best  for  the  employes  in  the- 
drug-trade — to  form  a  society  of  that  Association  or  to 
drift  into  all  sorts  of  different  societies  ?  They  must  join 
some  society.  He  wished  to  make  it  quite  plain  why  they 
had  gone  first  ahead  in  Glasgow.  On  making  inquiry  it 
was  found  it  would  cost  anything  from  30?.  to  100?.  to- 
start  a  society,  and  while  they  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
join  for  affiliation  purposes  if  it  was  decided  to  form  small 
societies  in  other  towns  or  parts  of  the  country,  it  would 
be  needless  expense,  and  there  would  be  no  more  difficulty 
in  members  sending  in  their  cards  once  a  quarter  from  the 
North  of  Scotland  than  from,  say,  Langside ;  it  would  be- 
done  by  post  anyway,  and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in- 
working  the  whole  country  from  Glasgow,  with  perhaps 
the  assistance  of  district  committees  to  maintain  local 
interest. 

Mr.  McCallum,  C.A.,  an  expert  in  friendly -society 
work,  then  explained  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  scheme, 
and  a  number  of  exceedingly  useful  questions  were  asked 
and  answered. 

It  was  then  unanimously  resolved — 

"That  a  Friendly  Society  be  formed,  open  to  men  and 
women  engaged  in  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists  or 
allied  trades,  wholesale  and  retail;  that  application  be- 
made  to  the  National  Health  Insurance  Commissioners  in 
Scotland  for  approval ;  and  that  the  Society  have  power  to 
conduct,  a  non-State  section  in  addition  to  that  required 
under  the  Act." 

It  was  announced  that  the  guarantee  fund  already 
amounts  to  110/.  Thereafter  office-bearers  were  appointed 
as  follows  :  Mr.  Thomas  Guthrie,  President ;  Mr.  Smith, 
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Vice-President;  Messrs.  Lennox,  Kitchin,  McMillan,  and 
Hart,  Directors;  Messrs.  McAdam  Greig  and  Hatrick, 
Trustee;  and  Mr.  McCallum,  C.A.,  Manager. 

Opposition  to  the  Act. 

The  steps  which,  the  Government  and  the  Insurance 
•Commissioners  are  taking  in  order  that  the  Insurance  Act 
may  come  into  operation  on  July  15  formed  the  subject  of 
debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday,  April  18. 
[n  the  course  of  the  debate  the  opposition  to  the  Act  was 
again  voiced  by  Sir  Philip  Magnus  and  other  Unionists. 
Sir  Philip  suggested  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
.should  use  some  of  the  six  million  surplus  to  increase  the 
remuneration  to  doctors  for  medical  benefit.  This  the 
Government  declined,  but  he  is  to  be  questioned  about  it. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday,  April  24,  Mr. 
Masterman.  answering  questions  as  regards  the  doctors, 
said  that  the  Commissioners  would  exhaust  all  the  possi- 
bility of  negotiation  and  agreement  in  order  to  try  to  pro- 
duce the  smooth  and  amicable  working  of  the  Act.  It  would 
only  be  if  such  negotiations  failed  that  they  would  then 
put  forth  any  of  the  alternative  courses  open  to  them  under 
the  Act.  He  was  not  without  hope,  however,  that  some 
complete  measure  of  agreement  might  be  arrived  at.  He 
pointed' out  further,  in  reply  to  a  motion  from  the  Opposi- 
tion for  postponing  the  Act,  that  the  whole  of  the  Act  does 
not  necessarily  come  into  operation  in  July.  It  begins 
then,  and  will  not  be  in  full  working  order  till  January. 
Dhere  is  thus  plenty  of  time.  The  motion  for  postpone- 
ment was  defeated. 


TRADE-MARKS. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  (obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £1)  and  lodged  with 
Mr.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office. 
25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C., 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  which  the  marks 
are  desired. 


l'icture  of 
Limited 

en  Is  (3.1 
Chester. 
"  Cri'OID''; 


;  for  medicinal 
Briining,  Hoechst 


{From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  April  3,  1912.) 
Label  device  with  portrait  and  words  "  Rackham's  Liver- 
EHXS";  for  medicines  (3).  Bv  N.  &  R.  Manufacturing 
Co.,  Ltd.,  77  Westwick  Street,  Norwich.  339,028. 
"  LIMFO";  for  a  corn-ointment  (3).  Bv  the  Ugo  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  40  Hodge  Street,  Moston,  Manchester. 
339,275. 

glass  bottle    with  tap    and  words    "  Radivm 
'  ("  radium  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  medicinal  chemi- 
By  Radium,   Ltd.,   4  Albert  Square,  Man- 
339,371. 

.    for  all  goods  (3).    By  W.  R.   D.  Gardiner, 
33  Kuo  St.  Lambert,  Bcrchem,  Antwerp.  339,571. 

•  Ascot.  \  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).    Bv  Rudd  &  Owen, 

13-17  Green  Lane,  Hull.  339,728. 

•  Xf.osalvabsan  "  and  "  Neo-Salvabsan 

chemicals  (3).    Bv  Meister,  Lucius  & 
a/Main,  Germany.  340,386/7. 
'  i'afo'';  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3) 
0  Ruo  des  Batignolles,  Paris.  340.538. 

'V'??ET      •f0r  oa'A  f001ds„  (3)"     Bv    tho  International 
Laboratories,  o2  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.    340  541 

cS^ar'  for  '°°d  ^bstances  (42>-  B>-  United  Drug 
Lo.,  43  Leon  Street,  Boston,  U.S.A.    339  004 

(BS*^?T»i  fn  ?  mc£t-extract  (42).    By  C.  Richter 
to..  59  New  Oxford  Street.  London,  W  C. 
-Monogram  "T.  J.";  for  perfumery,  etc. 
l^.vU.r.  13  Baker  Street,  London,  \V. 
(/Vom  the  "  Trade-marls  Journal, 

Ho'iY  \   f"r  vete«nary  medicines  (21.  Bv 
_  29  High  Street.  Perth.    339.804.  Wailey 

Zovono  "  ;  for  Jiiedicinnl  horse  and  cattle  «alts  (2)  Bv 

R,trVn^°V  *  B°thwe11  Street>  Glasgow.  '  339.809  B> 

;5^,'  4'5k  Ar0n>Tny'p;^P7  (2)',  Bv  F-  w-  H-mp- 

^me  &.  U).,  t>.]k         Lane.  Derby,    340  456 


By  P.  Holland, 


& 

340,612. 
(48).    By  John 
340.269. 
A  2ml  10,  WIS.) 


WINTER  SESSION. 

Brief  Records. 

Bournemouth     Pbarmaceutlcal    Association.— Mr. 

J.  H.  Scampton  presided  at  a  well-attended  meeting  in 
Gervis  Hall  on  April  19,  when  a  local  Organisation  Com- 
mittee was  appointed.  Mr.  F.  Spinney  gave  an  interesting 
address  entitled  Reminiscences  of  Sixty  Years'1  Pharmacy 
in  Bournemouth. 

Society  of  Chemist-Opticians.  —A  Council-meeting 
was  held  at  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  on  April  24. 
There  were  present  Mr.  Rex  Blanchford  (in  the  chair),  Mr. 
R,  Fouracre.  Mr.  F.  S.  Horsey,  and  Mr.  S.  W.  Woolley. 
The  draft  of  the  annual  report  was  submitted  and  approved. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Ellis  (Northwood)  was  elected  a  member. 

Nottingham  Pharmaceutical  Association.—  A  social 
mooting  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Station  Hotel  on  April  24. 
Much  of  the  evening  was  occupied  by  a  discussion  on  the 
Apprenticeship  Question,  which  was  opened  by  Mr.  W.  Gill. 
Tho  sense  of  the  meeting  seemed  to  be  that  apprentices 
should  not  be  taken  until  they  have  passed  the  Preliminary 
examination.  The  Shops  Act  also  came  in  for  considerable 
discussion. 

St.  Helens  Pharmacists'  Association.— A  meeting  was 

held  at  the  Fleece  Hotel,  St.  Helens,  on  April  16.  The 
President  (Mr.  Glover)  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr. 
J.  Rymer  Young,  J. P.  (member  of  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society).  The  Local  Associations'  Officer  attended, 
and  discussed  the  National  Insurance  Act  and  the  Federa- 
tion Scheme.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  a  resolution  in 
favour  of  the  latter  was  carried  ncm.  con. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.— At  the  meeting 
held  at  73  Newman  Street,  London.  W.,  on  April  18,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock  attended  to  discuss  current  phar- 
maceutical questions.  Mr.  Woolcock  briefly  reviewed  recent 
legislation  affecting  pharmacy,  especially  the  Insurance  and 
Shops  Acts,  and  answered  various  questions  thereon.  At  the 
close  of  the  discussion  the  President  (Mr.  F.  Naylor)  ten- 
dered to  Mr.  Woolcock  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Association. 

S.E.  Essex  Pharmacists'  Association.— Meetings  were 
hold  on  April  10  and  17,  when  routine  business  was  trans- 
acted. Mr.  Harrington,  Mr.  Heywood,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and 
Mr.  Hollow  ay  were  elected  as  an  Organisation  Committee 
under  the  Federation  Scheme,  and  Mr.  Heywood  was  ohosen 
as  delegate  to  thelocal  organisation  meeting  in  London  on 
May  8.  A  discussion  on  the  Shops  Act  ended  in  the  decision 
to  close  at  1  p.m.  on  Wednesdays,  except  in  July,  August,  and 
September. 

Xancaster  Chemists'  Association  The  annual  meet- 
ing- was  held  at  the  King's  Arms  Hotel  on  April  24.  There 
were  present  Messrs.  Arkle,  Bate,  Gorst,  Maxwell,  Simpson. 
Troughton,  Taylor,  Whineray,  Shattock,  Parker,  and 
\\  hitehead.  The  Secretary's  and  Treasurer's  reports  were 
adopted,  and  the  following  officers  re-elected:  President, 
Mr.  J.  Vince:  Vice-President,  Mr.  W.  Arkle;  Hon.  Secre- 
taire Mr;  J.  B.  Shattock;  Hon.  Treasurer.  Mr.  W.  Gorst; 
Committee;  Messrs.  Troughton  and  R.  T.  Simpson.  The 
Shops  Act  and  National  Insurance  Act  were  discussed. 

Blackpool  and   Fylde  Pnarmaclsts'  Association  

A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Palatine  Hotel,  Blackpool,  on 
April  17,  for  a  conference  with  tho  Local  Associations' 
Officer  (Mr.  Woolcock).  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  D.  J. 
Bailey  (President),  who  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Sankev 
Hall,  Boothroyd,  Dale,  Shimwell,  Foster,  Speight,  SmiV 
hurst,  Rosonzweig,  Blackhurst,  Heeley,  Huddart,  Green- 
wood, Oliver  Jackson,  Laurie.  Turver,  Sykes,  Clarke,  Gilli- 
hrand,  Davies,  Wellings,  Watson,  Withers,  Taylor,  and 
Needham.  A  resolution  in  favour  of  the  Federation  Scheme 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Cambridge    Junior    Pbarmaceutlcal  Association. 
A  meeting  was  held  at  Mr,  E.  H.  Church's  residence,  19  St 
Andrew  Street,  on  March  17.    There  were  present  Messrs 
Course  (m  the  chair),  Titterington,   Hill,   Tuck,  Laxton' 
George,  Peake,  Wilson,  Speakman,  Knowles,  Atkins  and 


subject  from  the  time  of  Adam,  who,  he  claimed,  was 
the  fust  botanist.  At  the  present  day  over  200.000  distinct 
352^  f°  \ntS  are  kn°Wn  and  bribed.  At  the  close 
tPJS  °f.  tha,Ilks  wele  g>vcn  to  Mr.  Titterington  and  Mr 


E   H.  Church 
Eastbourne  Pharmacists'  Association 

held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  April  16 

Forbes)  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messr= 
Browne.  Bndger.  Bransom.  Harmer,  Mills.  Mosle"  Procter 
t  .  H.  Temple,  F.  Temple.  J.  Senior,       '  '    "  - 


A  meeting  was 
the  President  (Mr. . 


and  the  Hon.  Secretary 
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(Mr.  D.  Marchant).  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Phar- 
maceutical Standing  Committee  on  Insurance,  and  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Harmer  was  confirmed  unani- 
mously. The  Pharmaceutical  Council  election,  the  Chemists' 
Exhibition,  and  meeting  of  the  pharmacists  in  London  on 
May  8  were  discussed,  and  it  was  further  arranged  that  the 
Buying  Club  should  not  deal  in  P.A.T.A.  articles.  Refer- 
ence was  also  made  to  the  raising  of  the  price  of  distilled 
water  by  a  local  firm. 

Public  Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers'  Association.  - 
The  meeting  held  at  St.  Bride  Institute,  London,  E.C.,  on 
April  24,  took  the  form  of  a  lecture  and  experimental  demon- 
stration on  "  Radium  "  by  Mr.  0.  A.  Elias,  F.C.S.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  J. P.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  J.  H.  France)  announced  that  the  Council 
had  decided  to  support  Messrs.  Battle,  J.  B.  Francis,  T.  A. 
White,  and  A.  S.  Campkin  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
election.  Mr.  Elias's  experiments  and  explanations  greatly 
interested  the  audience,  the  use  of  100/.  worth  of  radium  and 
numerous  lantern-slides  enabling  highly  successful  results 
to  be  obtained.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr. 
Elias,  who  also  answered  questions  and  made  other  private 
experiments  afterwards 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Association  of  Pharmacists.— 
A  meeting  was  held  at  Birkenhead  on  April  11,  the  members 
present  being  Messrs.  Stelfox,  Cooke,  Govier,  Mellor,  Cook- 
son,  Snow,  Cragg,  James,  Caine,  Stockdal,  Kendall,  Stones, 
Wynne,  Sturt,  Lewis,  and  Stephen  Jones.  Mr.  Gauld  read 
a  paper  entitled  Pharmacy  and  the  Doctor.  He  referred  to 
the  Report  on  Unqualified  Medical  Practice,  and  criticised 
the  summary  as  illogical,  and  also  noted  many  of  the 
inaccuracies  of  the  report,  which  was  issued  eighteen  months 
ago.  Medical  dispensing  is  often,  said  Mr.  Gauld,  "  a.  very 
perfunctory  and  ill-managed  affair."  He  is  not  hopeful  that 
much  can  be  done  by  legislation,  but  relies  upon  personality 
as  being  likely  to  improve  the  relation  between  doctors  and 
chemists.    A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  lecturer. 

Dover  Chemists'  Association.— The  annual  meeting 
was  held  at  the  residence  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  R. 
Ewell),  Townwall  Street,  on  April  18.  There  were  present 
Messrs.  J.  F.  Brown  (President),  R.  Ewell,  E.  Ewell, 
J.  Harcombe  Cuff,  Hambrook,  Forster,  Cartwright,  Kay, 
and  Grover.  The  accounts,  showing  a  small  balance,  were 
passed.  The  officers  were  re-elected,  with  thanks  for  their 
past  services.  It  was  decided  to  invite  the  chemists  of  the 
adjoining  towns  and  villages  to  become  members.  A  long 
discussion  on  the  Shops  Act  followed  an  address  by  Mr. 
Cuff.  It  was  decided  not  to  apply  for  a  closing  order  at 
present,  but  to  close  voluntarily  for  a  time.  Discussion  of 
the  National  Insurance  Act  was  postponed.  Messrs.  Brown, 
Ewell,  Cuff,  and  Forster  were  elected  delegates  to  attend 
the  meeting  in  London  on  May  8. 

The  Annual  Business  Meeting:  of  the  Edinburgh 
Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association  was  held 
at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  April  17,  Mr. 
E.  J.  Brown,  Ph.C.  (President),  in  the  chair.  The  Presi- 
dent congratulated  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Henry  Stout) 
on  having  passed  the  Major  examination.  Mr.  Stout  sub- 
mitted the  annual  report  and  financial  statement.  The 
former  indicated  a  membership  of  eighty-one,  and  the  latter 
a  credit  balance  of  4/.  Is.  id. — the  best  for  eleven  years. 
The  report  and  statment  were  adopted,  and  one  guinea  was 
voted  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  privilege  of  meeting  in  the  Society's  House.  The 
following  office-bearers  were  elected  :  President,  Mr.  Henry 
Stout,  Ph.C;  Vice-President.  Mr.  A.  Blackhurst;  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Gilbert  H.  Etchells,  46  Leit.h  Street;  Assistant 
Secretary,  Mr.  George  Orr ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  George  Handley, 
7  Castle  Street;  and  Members  of  Committee,  Messrs.  Brown, 

G.  Cowie,  Elliot.  Morpeth,  Murray,  Rowland,  Tait,  and 
Watson;  Prize  Committee,  the  President,  Vice-President, 
Secretary,  and  Messrs.  B.  M.  Brander,  E.  J.  Brown,  and 
D.  McEwan. 

Grimsby  Pharmacists'  Association.— A  meeting  wa> 

held  at  the  Oberon  Hotel  on.  April  15,  the  Vice-President 
(Mr.  Sneath)  in  the  chair.    There  were  also  present  Messrs. 

H.  W.  Colley,  C.  Dewing,  E.  Bowskill,  F.  N.  Fletcher,  W.  G. 
Robinson,  with  the  Secretaries  (H.  Schofield  and  C.  H. 
Ashton).  In  reference  to  forming  Local  Organising  Com- 
mittees under  the  National  Insurance  Scheme,  it  was  sug- 
gested by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  that  the  Association 
should  take  under  its  sphere  of  influence  Brigg  and  Louth 
Parliamentary  divisions  It  was  decided  to  ask  the  Society 
to  send  the  names  of  all  chemists  on  the  Register  in  these 
districts,  and  that  the  Society  be  asked  to  defray  some  of 
the  expenses  incurred  in  arranging  meeetings.  The  mem- 
bers appointed  to  visit  Louth  and  Brigg  were  the  President 
Vice-President,  Messrs.  Colley,  Dewing,  and  the  Secretary! 
With  reference  to  a  reply  being  sent  to  the  Excise  officer 
on  the  Sale  of  Spirituous  Medicinal  Preparations  by  un- 


qualified dealers,  it  was  decided  to  send  the  names  submitted 
to  the  meeting.  After  a  discussion  on  the  Council  Election 
it  was  decided  to  support  the  following  candidates :  Messrs. 
Battle,  Campkin,  Cross,  Francis,  Kidd,  Neathercoat,  and 
White.  With  a  view  to  fixing  uniform  prices  for  drugs  in  the 
district,  the  Secretary  produced  a  copy  of  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Price-list,  and  the  Chairman  suggested  that  copies 
be  purchased  for  each  member  of  the  following  Insurance 
Committee :  Messrs.  Bowskill,  Colley,  Dewing,  Humphrey, 
Fletcher,  Sneath,  and  the  Secretaries.  It  was  decided  to 
send  a  donation  of  21.  2s.  to  the  funds  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  on  Insurance. 

Exeter  Association  of  Pharmacists.— A  meeting  wa& 
held  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  D.  Reid  (who  presided)  on 
Monday  evening,  April  22.  Messrs.  J.  W.  Lake,  T.  C. 
Milton,  C.  Sloman,  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  P.  F.  Rowsell,  and 
F.  W.  Vinden  (Hon.  Secretary)  were  also  present.  Mr. 
Rowsell  emphasised  the  necessity  for  chemists  of  the  country 
generally  supporting  the  fund  for  the  work  of  the  Standing 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  on  Insurance,  of  which  he  is 
chairman.  Mr.  Milton  agreed,  and  it  was  decided  to- 
organise  a  local  fund  forthwith.  Mr.  Rowsell  also  explained 
the  steps  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  up  the  English  National  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee, and  hoped  that  the  meeting  of  English  pharmacists  on 
May  8  will  be  as  representative  as  possible.  Messrs.  P.  F. 
Rowsell,  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  and  T.  C.  Milton  were  delegated 
to  represent  the  Association  at  the  meeting.  Mr.  Rowsell 
also  explained  the  scheme  for  the  setting  up  of  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Committees  wherever  local  Insurance  Committees  are 
appointed,  with  the  view  not  only  of  watching  the  interests- 
of  pharmacists,  but  also  of  acting  in  an  advisory  capacity  in 
co-operation  with  the  local  committees.  The  scheme  follows- 
as  near  as  possible  the  scheme  of  committees  adopted  by 
the  Insurance  Commissioners.  It  was  hoped  that  pharma- 
cists will  use  their  individual  influence  with  the  view  of 
securing  representation  on  the  local  Insurance  Committees. 
The  qualifications  of  the  several  candidates  for  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  election  were  discussed,  and  it  was 
decided  that  each  individual  member  should  use  his  own 
discretion  in  the  matter  of  voting. 

Aberdeenshire  West — A  meeting  of  the  pharmacists  ia 
business  in  West  Aberdeenshire  was  held  in  the  Station 
Hotel,  Aberdeen,  on  April  17,  for  the  purpose  of  inaugurat- 
ing an  Association  of  Pharmacists  in  the  division.  The 
following  were  present :  Messrs.  James  Chalmers  (Alford), 
A.  R.  Clark  (Braemar),  W.  S.  Cran  (Kintore),  John  Cruick- 
shank  (Bucksburn),  J.  F.  Ironside  (Inverurie),  Alexander 
Mackie  (Culter),  John  Smith  (Dyce),  George  Stephen 
(Huntlv),  Hector  Taylor  (Torphins),  W.  S.  Taylor  (Inver- 
urie), A.  S.  Weir  (Kemnay),  J.  R.  Reith  (Cults),  J.  F. 
Tocher  (Peterhead,  representing  East  Aberdeenshire  Phar- 
macists' Association),  David  Anderson  (President  A. P. A.), 
W.  F.  Hay  (Hon.  Secretary  A. P. A.),  Andrew  Craig,  Robert 
Leslie,  Charles  Simpson,  David  Ritchie,  W.  Giles  (Vice- 
Chairman  N.B.  Executive),  A.  F.  Dugan,  and  Joseph  Milne. 
Mr.  A.  S.  Weir  was  elected  to  the  chair,  and  formally  moved 
that  an  Association  be  formed  in  West  Aberdeenshire.  He 
emphasised  the  necessity  for  such  an  organisation,  and  out- 
lined the  mutual  benefit  that  is  likely  to  be  derived  from  the 
movement,  remarking  that  out  of  a  total  of  twenty-eight 
pharmacists  in  business  in  the  division  twenty-six  have 
joined,  which  he  took  to  be  sufficient  proof  that  the  situa- 
tion is  realised.  The  constitution  and  rules  were  submitted 
and  passed.  The  following  were  elected  office-bearers  for  the 
current  year :  President,  Mr.  A.  S.  Weir;  Vice-President, 
Mr.  John  Cruickshank :  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  R. 
Reith  :  Executive,  the  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary, 
Mr.  W.  W.  Tytler  (Ballater),  and  Mr.  George  Stephen- 
(Huntly).  The  subscription  for  the  current  year  was  fixed 
at  the  sum  of  3s.  6d.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Executive  act 
as  a  Local  Insurance  Committee.  The  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  get  in  touch  with  the  Aberdeen  and  East  Aber- 
deenshire Pharmacists'  Associations,  with  the  view  of  pro- 
moting some  federation  with  these  bodies.  Messrs.  Tocher, 
Giles,  and  Simpson,  in  congratulating  the  county  men  on> 
suoh  a  successful  beginning  for  the  Association,  spoke  at 
length  on  the  tariff  of  medicines  under  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act  and  the  Shops  Act.  Mr.  D.  Ritchie's  speech  brought 
the  proceedings  to  a  close. 

The  Annual  Meeting-  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scot- 
land Chemists'  Association  was  held  in  the  Regent  Tea 
Rooms,  Glasgow,  on  Thursday  evening,  April  18.  Mr.  James 
Lennox  presided  over  a  crowded  attendance.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Hart  (Hon.  Secretary)  presented  his  report  for  the  past 
year,  which  showed  much  activity  during  the  session.  The 
membership  now  stands  at  255.  and  the  balance  to  the 
credit  of  the  Association  at  42/.  9s.  9^*-/.  Mr.  A.  McMillan 
(Hon.  Treasurer)  submitted  the  financial  statement,  which 
showed  that  the  balance  carried  from  1910-11  was 
33/.  16s.  lid.,  that  t''e  income  was  48/.  0s.  M.  and  the 
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expenditure!  39/.  Is.  lO^d.,  showing  a  balance  on  the  year's 
ransactions  of  8/.  12s.  IO^cZ.,  and  carrying  forward  the 
>alance  mentioned.  Mr.  Lennox  paid  a  tribute  to  the  officers 
ind  the  Council  of  the  Association,  who  had  so  ably  sup- 
K>rtod  him  in  the  presidency  during  the  past  two  years, 
md  proposed  Mr.  J.  H.  Hart,  Ph.C,  as  his  successor.  Mr. 
r.  P.  Gilmour,  in  seconding  Mr.  Hart's  nomination, 
ulogised  tho  work  dono  by  Mr.  Lennox,  and  said  the 
>est  thanks  of  the  members  were  due  to  him.  With  regard 
O  Mr.  Hart,  he  seemed  to  think  of  the  Association  work 
light  and  day,  and  lie  was  sure  they  would  make  a  wise 
hoice  in  electing  him  to  fill  Mr.  Lennox's  place.  (Applause.) 
tlr.  Hart  was  unanimously  elected  President,  and  thanked 
ho  members.  Mr.  James  Moir  and  Mr.  Guthrie  were  re- 
loctod  Vice-Presidents ;  Mr.  G.  S.  Kitchin  w  as  appointed 
'Ion.  Secretary,  and  Mr.  A.  McMillan  reappointed  Hon. 
''reasurcr;  Mr.  P.  Irvine  Librarian;  and  the  following  were 
■lected  Members  of  Council :  Messrs.  Currie,  Gilmour, 
,onnox,  Smith,  McVitae,  Moffat,  Craig,  Inglis,  McCowan, 
.eckio  (Paisley),  Russell  (Greenock),  McKay  (Kilmarnock), 
md  Balfour  Reekie  (Hamilton).  An  announcement  was 
nado  in  regard  to  tho  Shops  Act  that  owing  to  a  delay  in 
ssuing  instructions  to  the  local  authorities  under  the  Act 
rotn  the  Scottish  Office,  the  authorities  had  not  been  in  a 
losition  to  make  the  necessary  Orders.  However,  as  those 
Detractions  were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  various  responsible 
ifficials,  there  would  be  as  little  time  lost  as  possible,  but 
mtil  tho  Orders  were  made  it  was  suggested  the  trade  close 
ohintarily.  The  President  asked  the  hearty  co-operation 
if  the  employers  present  in  the  Bursary  scheme,  and  ap- 
tealed  to  them  to  back  up  the  action  of  the  Council  and 
nake  the  scheme  a  success.  It  was  decided  to  alter  the 
ODBtitution  of  the  Association  by  the  addition  of  the  follow- 
ing .new  clause:  "The  Association  shall  have  power  to 
iffiliate  District  Associations  within  the  counties  of  Argyll, 
\>r.  Bute,  Dumbarton,  Lanark,  and  Renfrew.  Member- 
ship of  a  District  Association  shall  be  deemed  membership 
if  tin-  Association,  on  payment  by  them  of  an  affiliation-fee 
in  lx>  mutually  agreed  upon." 


Festivities. 
Whist.  The  last  whist-drive  of  the  session  in  connection 
uith  the  Western  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at  the 
rtaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  on  April  24. 
There  were  131  present,  a  reception  being  held  by  the 
Prendeni  (Mr,  YV.  Browne)  and  Mrs.  Browne.  Supper  was 
*>rved  on  the  balcony,  after  which  p'.av  resumed  and 
pntinued  until  11.30  p.m..  when  Mrs.  Browne  distributed 
he  nnzes  as  follows:  Ladies—  (1)  Mrs.  Foskett.  (2)  Mrs. 
).  \\.  Smith.  (3)  Mrs.  Latreille.  Gentlemen— (1)  Mr.  E.  H. 
'fnttam.  [2)  Mons.  Challon.  (3)  Mr.  Coombe.  The  success  of 
he  funetion  was  acknowledged  on  all  hands. 

Golf-dinner.— The  annual  dinner  of  the  London  Chemists' 
•"Ming  Society  was  held  at  the  Richelieu  Palace  Hotel, 
Kford  Street,  W.,  on  April  18.  The  chair  was  occupied 
"■  Mr-  B.  .1.  Reuter.  and  among  those  supporting  him  were 
'ulonel  Preston,  Dr.  Hanbury,  and  Messrs.  C.  T.  Allen.  A.  R. 

Arrowsmith  (Apollinaris, 
Ltd.).  R,  E.  Baron,  A.  Bar- 
ritt,  H.  W.  Bartlett,  H.  Bate- 
man,  E.  Beaton,  G.  Beaton 
(Secretary),  F.  A.  Bell,  Alec 
Boyes  (Baiss  Bros.  &  Steven- 
son), S.  Briggs,  R,  H.  Brit- 
tain,  C.  Brooks  (American 
Drug-stores),  W.  H.  Car- 
michael,  A.  Catto,  R.  De- 
muth,  G.  F.  Dieth,  J.  J. 
Duncan,  T.  Fell,  W.  S.  Gill 
(W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.),  W.  Gray, 
T.  G.  Heighington  (Sel- 
fridge's),  T.  Edward  Lescher 
(Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb).  D.  T.  Jones,  J.  Jones, 
H.  Marshall,  S.  J.  Massey 
(Meggeson  &  Co.),  A.  P.  Nosr 
worthy.  C.  S.  Prcsant  (San- 
gcrs').  E.  Raper,  L.  J.  Read, 
A  Roe,  G.  G.  Sutherland, 
A.  B.  V.  Taffs,  C.  J.  H 
MUM*  (Captain)  T.  W.  Theakston  (Prichard  &  Con- 
;'"«•>.  Yrcv Trick.  W.  B.  Trick!  W.  P.  Want, 
na  J.  B.  Wlggmgton.  After  the  loval  toasts,  the 
uurman  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  London  Chemists' 
OUuw  Society,  which  started  three  vears  ago  in 
M,la"   "'">'•,  has   now   ninety   members,   of  whom 

vonty  are  players  The  financial  position  is  satisfactory, 
balance  o  6/.  11*.  being  in  hand.  A  donation  of  two 
nneas  has  been  sent  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Ph 
aoeutieal  Society.    Mr.  Reuter  said  that  he  did  not  kn 


Ma.  R.  J.  Recter. 


ar- 
now 


who  it  was  that  hit  on  the  idea  of  starting  a  golf  club  for 
chemists,  but  whoever  it  was  should  have  a  monument 
erected  to  his  memory.  Golf  teaches  its  players  to  keep  the- 
eye  on  the  ball,  and  unless  they  do  so  players  cannot  make  a. 
success  of  the  game.  Golfers  instinctively  carry  this  prin- 
ciple into  business,  with  benefit  to  all  concerned.  The- 
Captain  (Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Tanner)  replied,  and  reported  that  dur- 
ing the  season  one  public  match  had  been  arranged  against 
the  Press,  and  lost.  It  had  not  been  possible  to  arrange  a 
match  against  the  Drug  Club.  The  President's  cup  and  gold, 
medal  were  won  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Dieth,  Mr.  W.  Gray  won  the 
Thompson  cup,  the  Captain's  prize,  and  the  Club  cup,  and 
Mr.  H.  Marshall  the  Treasurer's  prize.  The  awards  were 
handed  to  the  winners,  and  Mr.  Marshall  responded.  "The 
Prosperity  of  the  Wholesale  Drug-trade  "  was  proposed' 
from  the  chair,  and  Mr.  T.  E.  Lescher  replied  in  a  very 
happy  speech.  The  dinner,  he  said,  is  the  one  sporting 
event  of  the  year  in  the  drug-trade,  and,  quoting  Kingsley's. 
quatrain — 

The  world  goes  up  and  the  world  goes  down, 
And  sunshine  follows  the  rain, 

And  yesterday's  smile  and  yesterday's  frown 
Never  come,  back  again 

— said  he  hoped  that  the  sporting  spirit  in  the  drug-trade 
will  never  die.  Mr.  Alec  Boyes  followed  with  the  toast  of 
"  The  Visitors,"  which  he  proposed  in  a  jocular  vein.  Am- 
bition in  youth,  he  said,  causes  no  surprise,  but  enthusiasm 
in  old  age  is  to  be  admired,  adding  that  if  some  of  the- 
older  members  kept  up  their  enthusiasm  they  would  soon 
progress  beyond  the  nought  mark.  He  expressed  the  opinion> 
that  it  might  be  possible  for  the  Society  to  possess  its  own 
links,  if  a  scheme  of  limited  liability  were  drawn  up  and 
each  member  took  shares.  Colonel  Preston,  in  reply,  gave 
some  amusing  experiences  of  a  game  of  golf  at  Felixstowe, 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Morson.  The  final  toast  was 
that  of  "  The  Chairman,"  proposed  by  the  Captain.  A  good1 
musical  programme  filled  up  the  intervals  between  the 
speeches. 

Rambles. 

On  Thursday,  April  18,  a  party  of  members  of  the  West 
Ham  Association  of  Pharmacists  had  an  enjoyable  ramble 
through  some  of  the  most  beautiful  districts  of  Epping 
Forest.  Buckhurst  Hill  was  the  starting-point,  and  from 
there  the  party  walked  through  Lord's  Bushes  on  towards 
the  Connaught  Water,  Chingford,  then  to  Leppits  Hill, 
where  at  the  "  Owl  "  tea  was  taken.  As  on  previous, 
occasions,  the  outing  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Soper, 
and  was  thoroughly  enjoyed.  Mr.  Ward  took  photographs- 
of  the  party. 

The  students  of  the  South  of  England  College  of  Phar- 
macy. 186  Clapham  Road,  London,  S.W.,  had  their  first 
ramble  of  the  season  on  April  20.  Starting  from  Smitham 
Downs,  the  route  was  taken  over  Farthing  Down  to 
Coulsdqn  Common.  The  forwardness  of  the  season 
was  evident  from  the  variety  of  flowers  obtained,  among 
them  being  primroses,  cowslips,  violets,  hyacinths, 
anemones;  willows,  cherry,  apple,  blackthorn,  maple, 
cherry-laurel,  moschatel,  ground  ivy,  stitchwort,  henbit. 
orchids,  and  birches.  A  "  may  "  tree  was  found  with  its 
first  flowers  expanding,  a  rare  occurrence  in  England  before 
the  month  of  May  is  well  advanced.  The  students  were- 
entertained  to  tea  by  the  Principal,  and  the  party  con- 
tinued the  ramble  over  Coulsdon  and  Kenley  Commons  to 
Purley.  returning  thence  by  train  after  a  profitable  and. 
enjoyable  afternoon. 


Dental  Advertising. 

It  has  occurred  to  the  National  Dental  Corporation  that 
while  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  legislation  which  will 
limit  the  practice  of  dentistry,  something  might  be  done 
by  putting  difficulties  in  the  way  of  untrained  persons  who 
desire  to  exploit  dentistry.  The  Corporation  admits  both 
registered  and  non-registered  dentists  to  its  membership, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  petition  the  General  Medical  Council 
to  prohibit  advertising.  This  will  be  recognised  as  a 
difficult  task,  but  the  modus  operandi  is  unfolded  as 
follows  :  First  obtain  prohibition  of  advertising  by  all' 
registered  dentists  through  the  General  Medical  Council, 
then  ask  Parliament  to  prohibit  all  dental  advertising.' 
It  is  pointed  out  that  at  present  all  registered  dentists  are 
not  prohibited  from  advertising.  Those  practitioners  who 
are  asked  to  give  up  the  substance  for  the  shadow  are 
hardly  likely  to  take  up  such  a  scheme  enthusiastically, 
and,  further,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  House  of  Commons 
could  ever  be  persuaded  to  make  advertising  illegal. 
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Executive  Committee. 
-A.  Meeting  was  held  at  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  London. 
W.C.,  on  Thursday,  April  18,  at  4.30  p.m.,  Sir  Edward 
JEvans  (President)  in  the  chair.  Also  present  :  Messrs.  J.  C. 
•Umney  (Treasurer),  C.  B.  Allen,  Henry  G.  Greenish,  E.  M. 
Holmes,  W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  F.  Ransom,  T.  Tyrer,  Edmund 
White  (Vice-Presidents),  Thos.  Stephenson  (Hon.  Local 
Secretary),  R.  R.  Bennett,  F.  W.  Gamble,  E.  F.  Harrison, 
*C.  A.  Hill,  and  D.  Lloyd  Howard,  with  E.  Saville  Peck 
and  H.  Finnemore  (Hon.  General  Secretaries).  Apologies 
for  absence  were  received  from  Messrs.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing, 
H.  Wippell  Gadd,  N.  H.  Martin,  and  W.  F.  Wells. 

Correspondence  included  a  letter  from  Professor 
.Remington,  thanking  the  Conference  for  appointing  a 
■delegate  (Mr.  T.  Tyrer)  to  attend  the  International  Con- 
gress of  Applied  Chemistry  in  Washington.  The  Presi- 
dent proposed  that  a  letter  of  condolence  be  sent  to  the 
relatives  of  the  late  Mr.  C.  E.  Stuart,  B.Sc,  of  New- 
.-:astle-on-Tyne,  who  had  been  until  recently  a  member  of 
the  Executive. 

Year-book. — Mr.  Finnemore  reported  that  Messrs.  F.  W. 
'Gamble  and  Harold  Wyatt  had  consented  to  be  responsible 
for  the  sections  on  New  Remedies  and  Dispensing  Notes 
in  the  forthcoming  "Year-book." 

Edinburgh  Meeting. — Mr.  Stephenson  submitted  the 
final  draft  of  the  Edinburgh  programme.  This  was 
unanimously  approved.  The  President  proposed  that  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  given  to  the  Local  Committee  for 
the  complete  arrangements  they  had  made,  and  to  Mr. 
:Stephenson  for  his  attendance,  remarking  that  if  pharma- 
cists in  general  knew  what  a  good  time  was  in  store  for 
them  at  the  annual  meeting  at  Edinburgh,  a  great  many 
anore  would  join  the  Conference  and  attend. 

Place  of  Meeting  for  1913. — The  President  intimated 
Tihat  negotiations  were  proceeding  for  the  jubilee  celebra- 
tion of  the  Conference  in  1913,  to  be  held  in  London,  and 
•that  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  a  fully  representa- 
Ttive  Local  Committee  would  be  formed  for  the  purpose. 

Having  to  leave  the  meeting  at  this  stage,  the  President 
.asked  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  as  senior  Vice-President,  to  take 
his  place  in  the  chair. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  following  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive should  constitute  a  sub-committee  to  consider  the  list 
■of  officers  for  1912-13 — viz.,  the  President,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney  (Treasurer),  and  Messrs.  W.  A.  H.  Naylor,  H. 
Finnemore,  F.  W.  Gamble,  and  E.  F.  Harrison. 

Mr.  Peck  reported  that  the  railway  companies  are  unable 
tto  grant  any  facilities  to  members  of  the  Conference 
.attending  the  Edinburgh  meeting. 

Mr.  Peck  submitted  the  revised  list  of  Local  Correspond- 
ing Secretaries,  which  was  unanimously  approved  of. 

Forty-seven  New  Members  were  elected  as  follows  : 

W-.  M.  Ballantyne,  Edinburgh ;  R.  J.  Bannerman,  Edin- 
burgh ;  C.  P.  Bayne,  Edinburgh :  D.  S.  Bennet,  Cahirciveen, 
W.  J.  Bethune,  Inverness;  G.  Brinson,  Birkenhead;  Hugh 
Brown,  Edinburgh;  John  Brown,  Berwick-on-Tweed ;  A.  J. 
•Clark,  Edinburgh;  G.  Russell  Cox,  Guildford;  A.  A.  W. 
■Cuthbertson,  Edinburgh;  Henry  Dryerre,  Bonnyrigg;  G. 
Elliott.  Edinburgh:  R.  Ellis,  Limerick;  J.  Y.  Fairwcather, 
London ;  Alex.  St.  C.  Geddes,  Edinburgh;  John  Greig,  Glas- 
gow; R.  R..  Hallaway.  Carlisle;  W.  J.  C.  Henderson.  Edin- 
burgh; W.  Inman,  Edinburgh;  W.  C.  Inman,  Edinburgh; 
T).  Jackson.  Wednesbury ;  H.  H.  Jones,  Liverpool;  A.  E. 
Kellv,  Edinburgh;  VV.  Lawson,  Bellshill ;  G.  U.  Lemmon, 
Edinburgh;  T.  H.  Livesley,  New  Mills;  G.  W.  Marris, 
Liverpool;  John  D.  Marshall,  London;  A.  T.  Maw,  London; 
F.  L.  Milne,  Edinburgh;  R.  Nicoll,  Edinburgh;  John  Noble, 
Leith;  A.  H.  Pay  ton,  Paisley;  H.  Payne,  Maidstone;  John 
F.  Reid,  Edinburgh:  E.  Osmond  Rowland,  Edinburgh;  R. 
Speedie,  Crieff;  F.  VV.  Simmonds,  Brisbane;  James  Skinner, 
Leith ;  Roderick  Smith,  Stornoway ;  J.  VV.  Sampson,  Lon- 
don; J.  H.  Tonlin,  Chesterfield;  A.  Walker,  Edinburgh; 
Alex.  Walker,  Leith;  Eric  Watts,  Torquay;  W.  Wellings, 
Liverpool. 

Practice  Section  Sub-committee. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  the  same  day,  the  President  in 
the  chair.    Messrs.   Thos.   Stephenson,  R.  R.  Bennett, 


J.  C.  Umney,  E.  F.  Harrison,  F.  W.  Gamble,  H.  Finne- 
more, and  E.  Saville  Peck  were  also  present.  It  was 
resolved  that  the  session  of  the  Practice  Section  be  con- 
sidered a  private  meeting.    The  following  programme  was 

suggested  : 

Subjects  to  be  discussed : 

(1)  The  relations  of  physician,  pharmacist,  and  patient.  To 
be  opened  by  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill. 

(2)  The  training  of  apprentices.  To  be  opened  by  Mr. 
E.  S.  Peck. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  paper  on  ' '  The  Metric  System  as 
Applied  to  Pharmacy  "  will  be  contributed  and  read  at  the 

Science  sessions. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY 

OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Council-election. 

WE  have  received  from  Mr.  William  Kirkby,  Ph.C, 
M.Sc,  the  following  correspondence  regarding  the 
secretaryship  of  the  Society.  The  first  letter  was  sent  to 
Mr.  Allen  (President  of  the  Society)  in  common  with  the 
other  Council  candidates,  and  (2)  and  (3)  are  his  reply 
thereto  and  Mr.  Kirkby's  answer  to  him  respectively. 

(1) 

C.  B.  Allen,  Esq., 

26  Westbere  Road.  Manchester, 

Hampstead,  N.YV  April  12,  1912. 

Dear  Mr.  Allen, — We  are  anxious  to  bring  before  you 
our  views  concerning  the  desirability  of  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  approaching  at  an.  early  date 
the  question  of  the  secretaryship  of  the  Society.  At  this 
juncture  we  consider  that  the  interests  of  pharmacists 
urgently  demand  the  services  of  a  man  who,  in  addition  to 
the  qualifications  to  be  found  in  a  man  of  affairs,  shall  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  conditions  of  retail  pharmacy 
in  this  country,  both  by  reason  of  his  professional  qualifica- 
tions and  experience.  The  services  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
during  the  passage  of  the  Insurance  Bill  through  Parlia- 
ment must  have  impressed  everyone  with  the  influence  which 
his  personal  experience  of  pharmacy  exerted  upon  his 
fellow  members  of  Parliament. 

So  deeply  are  we  impressed  by  the  seriousness  of  the 
matter  that  we  wish  to  know,  if  you  are  elected  to  the 
Council,  whether  you  will,  when  the  secretaryship  comes 
under  consideration,  exert  your  influence  to  secure  for  that 
office  a  qualified  pharmacist,  who  shall  devote  the  whole  of 
his  attention  to  the  interests  of  pharmacists  as  distinct 
from  those  of  the  Registrarship,  which  we  think  may  very 
well  be,  handed  over  to  some  other  official  than  the  Secretary 
of  the  Society. 

As  it  is  our  intention  to  place  before  the  electors  the  views 
of  yourself  and  other  candidates  upon  this  matter,  we  shall 
esteem  the  favour  of  your  kind  reply  at  the  earliest  moment. 

We  are,  yours  faithfully, 
A.  H.  Burgess.  Altrincham        j  W.  Griffiths  Hughes,  Manchester 
Chas.  Thompson,  Birmingham   |  Harry  Kemp,  Manchester 


Wni.  Rushton  Blain,  Bolton 
Percy  Knott.  Bolton 
H.  E.  Boorne,  Bristol 
William  H.  Hill.  Cheltenham 
F.  J.  Crisforcl,  Eastbourne 
William  I.  Scholes,  Eccles 
Wm.  B.  Cowie.  Edinburgh 
D.  B.  Dott,  Edinburgh 
George  Lunan.  Edinburgh 
Thos.  Stephenson,  Edinburgh 
H.  Wippell  Gadd.  Exeter 
R.  G.  Edwards,  Eallowfield 
James  Lennox  (President  of  thi 
Glasgow  and  West,  of  Scotland 
Chemists'  Association) 
Freslifield  Reynolds,  Gloucester 
Edmund  Jones.  Hanley 
F.  Mallinson,  Hcekmondwike 
Haworth  Roberts.  Hyde 
B.  Milestone,  Leeds 
Kate   Nellie   Horniblow,  Llan- 
dudno 

Norman  F.  Woodcook.  London 
W.  S.  Robertson.  London 
A.  H.  Barlow.  Manchester 
F.  W.  Bates,  Manchester 
A.  E.  H.  Blackburn.  Manchester 
Alt'.  Lucas  Blain.  Manchester 
J.  S.  Brccsc.  Manchester 
Henry  Garnett.  Manchester 
.Tames  Grier.  Manchester 
Wm.  Hankinson,  Manchester 


US 
Salford 


William  Kirkby,  Manohester 
William  Lane,  Manchester 
A.  J.  Pidd,  Manchester 
John  Wild,  Manohester 

G.  S.  Woolley,  Manchester  . 

H.  Bagshaw'  Oldham 
T.  Baker.  Oldham 
David  Lewis,  Pendleton 

J.  F.  Burnett(Pres.) 
F.A.Williamson(V.-Pres.) 
Fred  Hindle  (Treas.) 
H.  S.  Freeman  (Sec.) 
W.  F.  Livesey 
S.  II.  Iladtield 
W.  A.  Wynne,  Rockferrv 

D.  A.  Cargill  (Pres.) 
J.  Lyle  Davison  (Sec.) 
.Tames  Righton,  Sout.hport 
.Tames  R.  Cave,  Southport 
T.  O.  Barlow,  Southsea 
J.  C.  Aruneld,  Stockport 
W.  P.  Orrell,  Stockport 
Ernest  Quant,  Torquay 
Eric  Watts,  Torquay 

F.  R.  Dawson,  Wigan 
It.  G.  Hodkinson,  Wigan 
W.  H.  Latham.  Wigan 
Horace  S.  Phillips,  Wigan 
R.  T.  Walker.  Wigan 

C.  Chnrnlev,  Wilmslow 

G.  A.  Mallinson,  Withington 


)  Sahorrl 
I  Pharni 

)  Assoc. 
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(2) 

26  Wcstbere  Koad, 

West  Hampstead,  N.W. 

April  13,  1912. 
Dear  Mr.  Kirkby,  - After  full  consideration  of  the  views 
expressed  in  the  circular  letter  by  yourself  and  co-signa- 
tories, I  am  compelled  to  say  that  I  disagree  with  them 
almost  entirely.  .  „ 

When  the  question  of  the  secretaryship  of  the  bociety 
comes  up  for  consideration  by  the  Council,  which,  as  you 
all  know,  is  an  annual  procedure,  I  can  only  pledge  myself 
to  vote  for  the  best  available  candidate.  So  long  as  the 
Council,  consisting  of  twenty-one  registered  pharmacists, 
is  charged  with  the  actual  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Society,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  little  consequence  whether 
tho  Secretary  should  be  a  pharmacist  or  not.  as  it  is  the 
Secretary's  duty  to  give  effect  to  the  decisions  of  the  Council, 
rather  than  to  lead  pharmaceutical  opinion.  This  is  my 
absolute  conviction  after  nearly  thirty  years'  close  attention 
to  pharmaceutical  affairs,  as  a  member  of  the  Council. 

The  business  of  the  Society  has  no  limitations,  and  many 
most  important  matters  quite  outside  the  sphere  of  pharma- 
ceutical training  have  to  be  dealt  with  by  its  permanent 
officials  under  the  guidance  of  the  Council. 

The  training  of  tho  pharmacist  rarely  develops  breadth 
of  view  or  good  general  experience  of  an  all-round 
character.  His  preparation,  from  the  earliest  day  of  his 
apprenticeship,  confines  his  attention  to  the  detail  and 
routine  connected  with  his  craft,  and  unless  he  breaks 
away  from  his  vocation  at  a  comparatively  early  stage  to 
becomo  a  student  of  men  and  affairs,  or  possibly  to  adopt 
another  profession,  he  is  seriously  disabled  in  his  power 
to  deal  with  extra-pharmaceutical  official  business — of 
which  there  is  at  least  as  much  as  that  relating  purely  to 
rotail  pharmaceutical  practice.  I  am  at  one  with  jou  in 
vour  admiration  for  the  invaluable  services  rendered  by 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  but  I  am  sure  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  will  forgive 
mo  for  snying  that  these  very  services  w-ould  not  have 
been  possible  had  ho  not  become  something  more  than  a 
retail  pharmacist,  and  taken  a  wider  view  of  things  in 
general  than  the  practice  of  pharmacy  provided. 

Tho  Council,  as  you  know,  recognised  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's 
prospective  value,  and  found  a  \\  a  \  to  secure  tin'  exercise 
of  his  great  ability  on  their  behalf. 

I  will  not  pledge  myself  to  vote  for  a  qualified  pharma- 
cist os  Secretary  [qud  pharmacist).  I  will  vote  for  the  man 
who,  in  my  opinion,  is  best  suited  for  the  office,  and  the 
fact  of  having  once  on  a  time  having  undergone  pharma- 
ceutical training  would  have  but.  little  influence  in  my 
selection.  I  am,  sincerely  yours. 

Chas.  B.  Allen. 
P.S. — If  you  contemplate  making    public  my  opinion.  I 
must  ask  you  to  publish  this  letter  in  full. 

(3) 

Winster  House, 

Thornfield  Road, 

Ileaton  Moor, 

Stockport. 
April  19.  1912. 
Dear  Mr.  Allen, — I  thank  you  for  yours  of  the  13th  inst., 
and  for  tho  courteous  consideration  which  you  have  given 
to  the  viows  expressed  in  the  circular  letter  sent  to  you 
concerning  the  secretaryship  of  the  Society. 

Before  dealing  with  your  letter  I  should  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  saying  that  I  should  be  exceedingly 
Korry  to  say  ono  word  that  would  hasten  the  close  of  Mr. 
Bremridge's  tenure  of  tin-  office  of  Secretary  by  one  moment. 
As  a  man  and  as  a  friend.  I  have  respected  him  over  a 
long  series  of  years,  and  I  feel  sure  that  it  has  always 
lieen  his  Inchest  ambition  and  endeavour  to  do  all  that  he 
could  to  further  the  interests  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Hut  the  time  is  coming  when  Mr.  Bremridge's  successor  will 
have  to  bo  chosen,  and  it  cannot  be  far  distant  if  one  may 
judge  from  the  recent  appointment  of  an  assistant  to  Mr. 
Bremridge. 

There  is  a  widespread  fear  that  the  appointment  may  be 
made  without  the  members  of  the  Society  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  opinion  ns  to  the  type  of  man 
who  shall  henceforth  occupy  this  important  post,  and  it 
seems  desirable  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  making  the 
Council  aware  of  this  feeling  before  it  is  too  late. 

I  note  your  remarks  as  to  the  appointment  of  the  Secre- 
tary being  an  annual  procedure,  but  I  do  not  need  to 
Temind  you  that  Mr.  Bremridge  lias  occupied  the  position 
over  n  long  series  of  venrs.  as  did  also  his  father  before 
him.  It  is  not  likely  that  when  the  post  is  once  again  filled 
there  will  be  nnv  disposition  to  discuss  year  by  year  the 
merits  of  the  holder  of  the  office 

Whnt  you  sav  with  regard  to  tho  Secretary  being  con- 
trolled by  the  Council  is  a  statement  which  is' theoretically 
true,  but  for  a  body  of  twenty-one  men.  whose  visits  to 


Blooiiis-lnu  v  Square  are  intermittent,  to  attempt  to  direct 
tho  affairs  of  tho  Society  in  all  its  details  seems,  to  my 
mind,  to  be  very  much  of  an  impossibility.  Again,  it  is 
true,  theoretically,  that  the  Secretary  is  the  servant  of  the 
Council  and  of  the  Society,  but  everyone  knows  that  the- 
chief  permanent  official  in  any  organisation  is  the  man  who. 
exercises  the  widest  and  deepest  influence  in  the  direction, 
of  its  concerns. 

I  obsorve  that  you  speak  of  the  Society  having  to  deal 
with  most  important  matters  which  are  quite  outside  the 
sphere  of  "  pharmaceutical  training."  This  may  be  quite- 
true,  but  I  cannot  think  you  wish  me  to  read  into  that 
phrase  the  meaning  of  "  pharmaceutical  concerns,"  be- 
cause, if  so,  I  cannot  understand  what  those  matters  can. 
be.  Your  experience  of  the  pharmacist  and  of  his  lack 
of  "  breadth  of  view "  has  been  an  unfortunate  one,  anci' 
is  widely  different  from  my  own,  which  is  of  such  a  character 
as  to  lead  me  to  believe  that  when  the  pharmacist  has 
gifts  to  enable  him  to  become  a  man  of  affairs  (and  1 
should  be  sorry  to  think  for  one  moment  that  any  man' 
would  be  asked  to  occupy  the  position  of  secretary  unless 
he  were  a  man  of  affairs)  his  combined  training  in  science 
and  trade  gives  him  a  grasp  of  public  work  which  is  alto- 
gether superior  to  that  of  the  non-pharmacist  in  similai 
circumstances.  If  I  were  inclined  (but  I  am  not)  to  chop' 
logic,  I  would  venture  to  point  out  the  strange  result  of 
your  arguments  concerning  a  non-pharmaceutical  secretary 
who  is  to  be  under  the  control  of  those  who  are  pharmacists. 
How  lack  of  "  breadth  of  view,  etc.,"  multiplied  by  twenty- 
one  is  to  successfully  direct  the  non-pharmaceutical' 
"  breadth  of  view  "  of  one  I  cannot  conceive. 

I  am  glad  you  refer  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  invaluable  ser- 
vices, and,  while  I  am  sure  his  modesty  will  possibly  resent 
our  making  use  of  him  as  a  text,  I  will  make  bold  to- 
say  that  if  he  had  not  possessed  the  sympathy  and  insight 
begotten  entirely  of  his  pharmaceutical  training  and  experi- 
ence, he  would  never  have  accomplished  for  pharmacy  what 
he  has  done.  He  would  have  been  quite  deficient  in  the- 
professional  enthusiasm  which  counts  for  so  much  in  an 
advocate. 

I  wish  it  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of  someone  else  to  give- 
expression  to  what  I  am  now  saying,  but  I  do  feel  that  the- 
time  has  fully_  come  when  it  must  be  made  plain  that  hence- 
forth our  chief  permanent  official  shall  be  one  in  whom 
the  mainspring  of  his  work  shall  be  enthusiasm  for  his 
own  profession.  Without  this  no  man  can  enter  into  the- 
needs  and  difficulties  of  the  many  members  with  whom  he- 
is  brought  into  contact  daily,  and  for  whom  he  has  to- 
negotiate  with  the  various  authorities  from  time  to  time. 
The  day  has  gone  by  when  the  Executive  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  should  regard  itself  as  a  Government  de- 
partment or  a  pseudo-scientific  Society.  All  the  interests 
of  pharmacists  need  to  be  consolidated  in  the  face  of  the- 
many  encroaching  forces  from  without.  To  help  in  this  we- 
want  an  official  of  the  very  ablest,  but  he  must  be  in- 
thorough  professional  sympathy  with  us,  otherwise  he  may- 
be tempted  to  think  he  knows  what  we  want  better  thai, 
ourselves. 

I  am  sorry  that  you  do  not  give  any  indication  that 
there  is  a  possibility  of  the  Council  taking  the  members 
into  their  confidence  before  Mr.  Bremridge's  successor  is 
elected.  That  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  many  that 
this  should  be  done  I  have  good  reason  to  know.  Ap- 
parently you  do  not  think  so.  In  this  case  I  think  the 
best  test  of  the  matter  is  what  will  take  place  at  the 
forthcoming  election  ;  and  although  I  wish  you  every  good' 
wish  in  things  in  general,  in  this  particular  instance  I 
do  hope  that  the  electors  will  express  their  views  so 
emphatically  that  you  will  find  yourself  at  the  bottom  of 
the  poll. 

In  order  to  put  the  issue  elearlv  before  the  electors,  I" 
am  sending  this  correspondence  to  the  pharmaceutical  Press, 
especially  as  I  eather  from  your  postscript  you  anticipatc- 
my  doing  so. — With  kind  regards,  believe  me. 

Yours  sincerely. 

William  Kirkby. 

The  signatories  to  the  first  letter  propose  to  circulate  s 
statement  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  informing  there- 
of the  result  of  the  inquiry  as  regards  all  the  candidates. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  Mr.  James  C.  Kkld  (Manchester). 
Mr.  E,  W.  C.  Battle  (Ripon),  and  Mr.  T.  A.  White  in 
their  -announcements  in  our  Coloured  Supplement  say  that 
when  occasion  arises  for  a  change  in  the  office  of  Secretary 
they  would  oppose  the  election  of  anyone  who  is  not  a  duly 
qualified  pharmacist. 


Guatemala  Sarsaparilla.— The  production  in  the  Republic 
of  Guatemala  in  1910  was  estimated  at  121  quintals,  valued' 
at  500/.  [Quintal  equals  100  lb.  Spanish,  or  101.8  lb- 
English.] 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

"She  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importer^  Or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  oroducts  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  April  25. 

THE  improvement  in  business  noted  last  week  is  well 
maintained  in  the  chemical  and  drug  markets,  with 
few  alterations  in  values.  Heavy  chemicals  especially  are 
-active,  and  makers  are  able  to  effect  prompter  deliveries 
and  work  off  their  accumulations.  Quinine  continues  the 
feature  among  fine  chemicals  with  a  dearer  market  in 
second-hands.  Pending  the  result  of  the  Amsterdam  bark- 
auctions  next  week,  the  German  makers'  price  is  nominal 
and  a  further  advance  on  their  part  is  looked  for,  they 
having  none  to  offer.  Buyers  are  taking  up  delivery 
promptly,  this  pointing  to  a  good  export  demand. 
Chemically  pure  glycerin  was  advanced  by  the  Associa- 
tion 21.  per  ton  on  Tuesday,  the  market  being  firm  thereat. 
German  refined  camphor  is  Id.  per  lb.  higher  all  round,  and 
English  may  follow.  New  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  is  lower, 
primarily  owing  to  satisfactory  fishing  at  Finmarken  and 
absence  of  buyers.  Opium  is  tending  firmer  in  Smyrna, 
but  is  unchanged  here.  Carbolic  acid  remains  firm  for 
B.P.  crystals,  and  castor  oil  is  steady.  Other  changes 
include  a  firm  market  for  balsam  tolu  and  copaiba.  Guinea- 
grains  are  cheaper,  and  hydrastis  continues  dear.  Insect- 
flowers  remain  cheap.  Manna  is  scarce  and  firm,  likewise 
Florentine  orris  and  Tonquin  musk.  Sassafras-bark  is 
firmer,  and  both  grindelia  robusta  and  kava-kava  are 
cheaper.  Arsenic  is  dearer.  Among  essential  oils,  cassia 
has  been  in  better  request.  Peppermint  oil  has  an  easy 
undertone,  but  very  firm  in  U.S.A.,  severe  weather  having 
•caused  damage  to  the  plants.  The  table  given  below  shows 
rthe  principal  alterations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Arsenic 
Camphor 

( Germ,  ref .) 
'Cinrhona 
Glycerin 
Quinine  (sec. 

hands) 
Soda  nitiate 
•Wax,  CaJnauba 

Balsam  tolu 
Copaiba 
'  'p>um 
Sassafras- 
bark 

Senega 
Vanillin 
Wax,  paraffin 

Cod-liver  oil 

(Nurw.) 
(linger 

(Cochin) 
Quicksilver 
(t>ev.  hands) 

Grindelia 

Guinea-grains 

Kava-kava 

Cablegrams. 

Beegkn,  April  24. — The  cod-fishing  at  Finmarken  con- 
tinues satisfactory,  and  the  market  for  finest  non-congeal- 
ing Norwegian  oil  is  dull  at  about  63s.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 
terms.  . 

New  York,  April  24. — Business  In  drugs  is  quiet. 
Qpium  has  been*  reduced  by  a  further  15c.  to  $6.50,  which 
is  nominal.  Peppermint  oil  in  tins  continues  quiet  at 
$2.85.  Domestic  quinine  has  been  advanced  to  16c.  per 
oz.  and  is  firm  thereat.  Grindelia  robusta  is  cheaper  at 
5|c.  per  lb.  Balsam  tolu  has  been  advanced  to  60c,  and 
Cartagena  ipecacuanha  has  advanced  a  further  5c.  to  $1.55. 
Ouragao  aloes  in  boxes  are  steady  at  10c.  per  lb.,  and 
round  buchu-Ieaves  are  firmly  held  at  $1.20  per  lb.  Cas- 
oara  sagrada  continues  quiet  at  8JsC,  and  hydrastis  (golden 
seal)  is  6teady  at  $5.25  per  lb. 


London  Markets. 

Aloes. — The  quotation  for  Curacao  in  boxes  to  arrive 
is  46s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  talequale,  and  for  ordinary  black 
45.5.  is  wanted  on  the  spot.  The  Balmoral  Castle  has 
brought  15  packages  from  Mossel  Bay. 

The  exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during 
February  amounted  to  33,793  lb.,  against  78,369  lb.  in. 
February  1911:  for  the  two  months  ending  February  the 
exports  were  84,806  lb.,  against  154,275  lb.  in  1911. 

Anise  Oil  (Star). — Sellers  still  quote  "  Eed  Ship"  at 
5s.  9c?.  spot,  and  to  arrive,  quotations  vary  between  5s.  Id. 
and  5s.  8d.  c.i.f. 

Arsenic  is  again  dearer,  the  quotation  for  best  English, 
white  powdered  being  15?.  in  barrels  and  161.  per  ton  ia 
kegs. 

Asafetida. — All  the  cheap  lots  of  asafetida  have  beeK 
disposed  of.  and  there  is  nothing  now  available  under  100s. 
per  cwt.  About  250  packages  are  expected  to  be  offered 
in  the  auction  a  month  hence. 

Balsam  Toltt.- — One  holder  still  asks  2s.  4c?.  in  square 
tins,  but  in  another  direction  slightly  less  will  buy. 

Buchu. — The  Balmoral  Castle  has  brought  35  packages, 
all  in  transit  for  the  U.S.A.  market.  Several  lots  ex 
auction  have  been  sold  at  As.  9c?.  for  fair  green  round 
slightly  stalky  leaf.  Genuine  clean  longs  are  much 
wanted,  but  the  market  is  bare. 

The  exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during 
February  1912  were  71.876  lb.,  valued  at  11,530/.,  against 
39.237  lb.,  valued  at  6,011?.,  in  1911.  During  the  two 
months  ending  February  the  exports  were  86.610  lb. 
(13.319/.),  against  55,213  lb.  (7,949/.),  or  31,397  lb.  more.  Ia 
recording  the  shipments  from  the  Cape  during  the  quarter 
(January-March  1912)  in  last  week's  issue,  which  were 
96,234  lb.,  against  69.798  lb.,  we  stated  the  figures  showed 
a  decline  of  about  27,500  lb.,  whereas  it  was  an  increase 
by  this  amount. 

Calabar-beans. — Small  sales  have  been  made  in  Liver- 
pool at  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  ex  quay. 

Calumba. — The  Dunvegan  Castle  has  brought  406  pack- 
ages from  Mozambique.  Market  is  quiet,  the  price  of 
natural  sorts  being  from  15s.  to  25s.,  and  washed  sorts 
25s.  per  cwt. 

Camphor  (Crude). — The  value  of  China  crude  remains 
at  155s.  spot  for  small  lots,  nothing  being  offered  for  ship- 
ment ;  the  quotation  of  Japanese  Monopoly  camphor  for 
shipment  is  unaltered  at  from  142-s.  6d.  to  150s.  per  cwt. 
c.i.f.,  according  to  quality. 

Camphor  (Refined). — The  German  refiners  announce  an 
advance  of  Id.  per  lb.,  the  price  of  bells  in  5-cwt.  lots 
being  Is.  104,c?.  less  2^  per  cent.  English  refined  in  bells  is 
quoted  at  Is.  lid.  in  5-cwt.  lots,  but  an  advance  is  contem- 
plated. Japanese  slabs  have  been  sold  at  Is.  6^c?.,  and 
J-  oz.  tablets  at  Is.  l^d.  c.i.f.  for  May-June  shipment. 

Carbolic  Acid  remains  firm,  a  well-known  maker  in  the 
North  quoting  9c?.  per  lb.  for  40°  ice  crystals  in  large 
bulk  packing  of  2J,-  cwt.  drums  and  overcasks. 

Cassia  Oil  has  been  in  better  request  on  spot,  80  to  85 
per  cent,  selling  at  3s.  10c?.  and  70  to  75  per  cent,  at 
3s.  8c?.  ;  to  arrive,  80  to  85  per  cent,  is  quoted  5s.  8rf.  and 
75  to  80  per  cent.  5s.  7^c?.  c.i.f. 

Castor  Oil. — Steady,  Hull  make  of  first-pressing  offer- 
ing at  29/.  per  ton  for  prompt  to  December  delivery  in 
barrels ;  pharmaceutical  quality  is  50s.  extra,  delivered 
free  on  wharf  London.  Belgian  for  prompt  and  forward 
is  quoted  29/.  ex  wharf  London.  The  spot  quotation  in 
Liverpool  is  3§cZ.  per  lb.  for  good  seconds  Calcutta,  with 
a  very  firm  forward  market. 

Cinchona. — The  small  supply  of  325  packages  was 
offered  at  London  auction  on  Tuesday,  of  which  250  sold 
at  a  considerable  advance,  the  average  unit  being  %d. 
against  fsd..  or  fully  equal  to  the  Dutch  parity  of  4  cents. 
Of  Java  208  bales  offered  and  203  sold,  including  Ledgeriana 
stem  chips  at  5c?.  to  b-&d. ,  root  3c?.  to  4^c?.,  branch  4rf.  to 
4of/.,  twigs  l|c?.,  and  hybrid  root  44, tf.  ;  of  Ceylon  31  bags 
offered  and  sold,  comprising  Succirubra  natural  quilly  chips 
at  3c/.  to  34.c?.,  and  broken  quill  at  3fc/.  ;  of  East  Indian 
14  bales  offered  and  sold  at  l^d.  for  Crown  natural  stem 
chips,  and  2^d.  to  2^c?.  for  root.  The  bought-in  lots  were 
afterwards  sold  at  full  prices;  the  amount  of  "quimno 
in  the  bark  "  in  the  above  offerings  was  about  1,600  kilos. 
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urther  particulars  in  regard  to  the  Amsterdam  auction 
>  be  held  on  May  2  show  that  the  6,778  packages  to  be 
'fered  weigh  about  502,390  kilos.,  and  contain  the  equiva- 
nt  of  36,702  kilos,  quinine  sulphate.  The  manufacturing 
irk  weighs  519,326   kilos.,    the    quinine-content  being 

i,  694  kilos.,  with  an  average  percentage  of  6.49,  against 
59  per  cent,  in  March  and  6.42  in  February.  The 
larmaceutical  bark  weighs  33,694  kilos.,  and  contains 
008  kilos,  of  quinine  sulphate.  The  Lime  Branch  has 
rought  82  packages  from  Payta  (Peru)  to  London. 
Citric  Acid  is  unaltered  at  Is.  4c/.  for  foreign  and  Is.  4ci. 

■  la.  4i<*.  for  English. 

Coca-leaves. — The  total  weight  of  the  1,081  packages 
i  be  offered  at  Amsterdam  on  May  2  is  56,225  kilos.  The 
ital  alkaloids  represented  is  858  kilos.,  the  average  per- 
'iitago  being  1.54. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Market  is  flat  and  easier,  agents  offer- 
ig  best  Norwegian  brands  of  new  oil  at  from  60s.  to 

ii.  per  barrel  c.i.f.,  and  ex  wharf  63s.  will  buy.  The 
rimary  cause  of  the  lower  market  is  the  satisfactory  fish- 
ig  in  the  Finmarken  districts,  and  buyers  hold  off  in 
iticipation  of  lower  prices.  If  the  bulk  of  the  Finmarken 
itch  should  be  turned  into  steam-refined  oil,  then  these 
iticipations  may  prove  correct. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  April  15  that  the 
-li inff  is  still  very  satisfactory  at  Rest,  in  Lofoten,  and 
Iso  at  many  places  in  Finmarken.  The  market  remains 
try  quiet,  with  prices  showing  a  declining  tendency,  and 
nest  non-concealing  oil  is  worth  about  65s.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 
trow.    Tho  official  reports  give  the  following  statistics: 

1910      1911  1912 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)   3*         33.2       61  8 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)  ...  28.500  23.2C0  47  210 
Livers  for  "raw "oil  (hect.)   ...     9.850     5.150  7,950 

lie  total  exports  from  the  whole  of  Norway  since  the  begin- 
ing  of  tho  season  to  the  end  of  March  amounted  to 
619  barrels. 

According  to  cabled  advices  received  from  Norway,  the 
itch  and  output  of  cod-liver  oil  up  to  April  20  was  as 
>!lows : 

Catch  of    Livers  for  Raw      Yield  of 
C"d         Oil  (hect.)     c.l.o.  (hect.) 
mniarken,  1912       ...     3.175  000    ...    1,816       ...  2,700 

ofoteo,  1911    10,500.000    ...      760       ...  7.862 

'hole  Country,  1912  ...    64,101.000    ...    9,211       ...     49  124 
„      1911  ...    34,900,000    ...    5,350      ...  24,164 

Writing  airiiin  on  April  22.  our  Bergen  corresponded 
sports  that  the  cod-fishing  is  still  going  on  at  the  most 
estera  places  of  Lofoten  ( Vfero  and  Rost),  and  with  fair 
stilts.  At  Finmarken  the  fishing  has  been  hindered  by 
ormy  weather,  but  the  output  is  nevertheless  satisfactory, 
o-day  s  report  gives  the  following  figures: 
„.  .    .     ,  ,   .„.  1909         1910     1911  1912 

<  ateh  of  cod  (millions)      ...       40  8  16  7       34  9      65  2 

Yield  of  c.1.0.  (hect.)  ...  41  900  29,700  24,200  49,^00 
Livers  for"  raw  "oils  (hect.)    15,000        11.300   5,350  9,200 

The  condition  of  the  cod  and  its  liver  in  Finmarken  is 
bout  the  same  as  last  year,  that  is,  the  fish  are  rather  small, 
ut  livers  fat.  Tho  market  is  still  weak  and  depressed, 
I  hough i  it  appears  as  if  tho  foreign  buyers  have  been  more 
H .Tested  lately,  and  several  contracts  have  been  made.  The 
ncc  tor  finest  non-congealing  Lofoten  cod-liver  oil  is  about 
M,  per  barrel  c.i.f. 

Copaiba  is  in  fair  demand  and  again  firmer.  Filtered 
laranham  in  tins  is  quoted  2.?.  8c/.  and  in  barrels  at 
-'•  <</..  and  Central  American  at  2s.  Ail.  per  lb. 

'  0*PBB  Sulphate  remains  as  last  week,  ordinary  Liver- 
W>1  brands  offering  at  24/.  15s.  for  prompt  delivery  and 
«.  5s.  for  June.  * 

Olucose.— The  quotation  for  the  usual  brands  of  liquid 
j?  .  ".vstals  is  now  14s.  7£d.  per  cwt.  in  lots  of  at  least 
a  barrels,  smaller  quantities  being  3c/.  per  cwt.  more. 
''.i.YCERiN.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Glycerin  Association, 
eld  on  Tuesday,  it  was  decided  to  advance  the  price  of 
hcm.cally  pure  s.g.  1.260  by  2?.  per  ton  to  87/.  in  drums 
iKed  and  91/.  m  56-lb.  tins  in  cases  on  5-ton  contracts, 
nd  the  market  is  firm  thereat. 

GoIOTA-Qbains  are  cheaper,  offering  in  Liverpool  at 
Da.  per  cwt.  r 

I  Oim  ACACIA.— In  Soudan  gums  business  has  been  done 
t  trom  42s.  6«\  to  45s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  hard  sorts,  and 
arrlve         C.i.f.  is  quoted,  being  higher,  with  second- 


hand sellers  asking  41s.  c.i.f.  East  Indian  gums  are 
scarce,  particularly  Aden.  Senegal  gum  is  dearer,  arrivals 
at  Bordeaux  being  readily  taken  up,  and  the  business 
includes  a  parcel  to  arrive  at  about  40s.  per  cwt.  f.o.b. 

Gtjiuun  Balsam. — Last  week's  auction  prices  cannot  be- 
repeated,  sellers  asking  from  tyd.  to  4c/.  per  lb. 

Hydrastis. — One  of  the  principal  dealers  asks  22s.  6d. 
per  lb.  net. 

Insect-flowers. — A  Trieste  report  states,  although, 
prices  are  low,  the  demand  is  slack  for  open  and  half-closed, 
flowers  ;  closed  continue  very  scarce,  especially  finest  quali- 
ties of  wild  Montenegro.  The  following  prices  are  quoted  : 
Prime  open,  76s.  to  78s. ;  good  half-closed,  81s.  to  104s.  6c/.  ~r 
fine  half-closed,  126s.  6c/.  to  150s.  6d.  ;  cultivated  closed, 
159s.  6d.  to  163s.  6d.  ;  and  wild,  176s.  6d.  to  182s.  6d.  per- 
cwt.  c.  and  f. 

Insect-powder. — Trieste  reports  a  brisk  demand  ;  guar- 
anteed pure  from  1911  crop  is  quoted  from  177s.  6d.  to- 
189s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  from  wild  closed  flowers  ;  144s.  6c/.  to 
156s.  6c/.  from  cultivated  closed  ;  99s.  6c/.  to  Ills.  6c/.  from' 
finest  half-closed  ;  and  84s.  6c/.  to  92s.  6cZ.  from  open  flowers,, 
in  kegs,  c.  and  f.  U.K. 

Lemon-juice. — An  improved  demand  is  reported  for  Eng- 
lish-squeezed raw  lemon-juice,  the  price  of  which  is- 
ls.  4^'/.  per  gal.  ex  warehouse  London.  Sicilian-squeezed 
raw  in  pipes  is  quoted  Is.  3c/.  per  gal.  c.  and  f .  London  on 
the  basis  of  11  oz.  citric  acid  per  gal. 

Lemon  Oil. — A  Palermo  advice  dated  April  20  reports 
the  market  as  entirely  unaltered.  Consumers  generally 
keep  off  the  market,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  sellers  have- 
so  far  not  felt  depressed  by  the  absence  of  business,  and, 
no  further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  easier  feeling. 
On  the  contrary,  for  the  small  business  done  full  prices- 
and  occasionally  a  slight  premium  has  been  paid.  It 
appears  as  if  both  sellers  and  buyers  are  trying  their 
strength,  and  the  further  development  of  the  market 
mainly  depends  on  whether  consumers  abroad  will  continue 
or  not  to  hold  off  and  limit  their  trading  to  hand-to-mouth 
business.  For  shipment,  prices  vary  from  6s.  Id.  to 
6s.  3jcZ.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  London,  according  to  shipper. 

Manna  is  extremely  scarce  and  firm.  Large  flake  is 
offered  at  420s.,  small  at  320s.,  and  Gerace  prime  sorts  at 
290*.  per  cwt.  c.  and  f. 

Menthol. — Steady  but  quiet  at  22s.  6c/.  per  lb.  spot  for 
Kobayashi,  at  which  a  retail  business  is  being  done.  At 
the  close  Suzuki  has  been  sold  at  21s.  4^d.  c.i.f.  for  April- 
May  shipment. 

Mtjsk  remains  very  scarce,  the  value  of  fine  thin  skin 
blue  pile  1  Tonquin  pod  being  80s.  and  good  well-trimmed 
old  style  pile  1  being  60s.  per  oz.,  at  which  small  sales 
have  been  made.  Russian  Gabardine  is  steady  at  19s. 
per  oz. 

Olibanum. — Small  sales  of  good  fair  drop  have  been  made 
at  47.';.  6c/.,  middling  but  rather  badly  garbled  at  35s.,  and. 
sittings  at  21s.  per  cwt. 

Opium. — The  recent  business  for  American  account  in 
Smyrna  has  apparently  given  the  market  a  better  tone  on' 
the  other  side.  But  apart  from  this  no  business  is  reported, 
and  prices  are  nominal,  buyers  waiting  new-crop  develop- 
ments. Good  Turkey  druggists'  on  the  spot  is  worth  from- 
21s.  6c/.  to  22s.,  but  sales  are  quite  hand-to-mouth. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  April  5  that  sellers- 
have  at  last  consented  to  part  with  old  extra  Karahissar 
at  18s.  Qd.,  which  figure  for  the  past  three  weeks  the 
Americans  have  been  offering.  Sixty-four  cases  therefore^ 
changed  hands,  which  about  clears  the  market,  for  the 
moment,  of  all  weak  holders.  The  firm  dealers  will  not 
sell  at  present,  preferring  to  wait  the  outturn  of  the  crop,, 
as  until  July  nothing  is  certain.  Local  speculators  have  also 
come  forward  and  bought  twelve  cases  new  at  17s.  to  18s. 
as  to  quality.  The  market  closes  firmer  with  more  specu 
lative  buyers,  and  no  sellers.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna 
amount  to  1,159  cases,  against  4.436  at  same  period  last 
year.  Reporting  on  the  trade  of  Ispahan  and  Yezd  for 
the  year  ending  March  20,  1911,  the  British  Consul  states 
that  although  the  cultivation  of  opium  has  been  declining 
during  the  last  ten  years,  it  still  remains  the  most  important 
product  for  export  of  the  district.  The  average  annuaL' 
amount  handled  in  Ispahan  in  the  last  five  years  is  esti- 
mated at  about  2.000  cases,  inclusive  of  the  raw  opium. 
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ilrom  Burujird,  Hamadan,  and  other  places  for  manipulation 
in  Ispahan.  That  from  Hamadan  is  estimated  to  produce 
about  200  cases  of  prepared  opium.  Favourable  weather 
•conditions  in  the  spring  of  1910  had  given  rise  to  hopes 
•of  an  exceptionally  large  crop,  but  the  yield  would  appear 
■to  have  been  very  little,  if  at  all,  above  the  average  (2,000 
■oases).  During  the  year  under  report  1,550  cases  of  opium 
were  forwarded  for  export  over  the  Ahwaz  road,  about 
410  cases  are  believed  to  have  been  forwarded  to  Bushire 
via  Shiraz  for  export.  Of  the  total  of  1,960  cases  about 
350  to  400  cases  would  appear  to  have  been  opium  of 
previous  crops.  At  the  end  of  March  308  cases  were  await 
ing  transport  to  Ahwaz,  and  it  was  estimated  that  about 
"700  to  800  cases  or  the  equivalent  thereof  (partly  1910 
crop,  partly  the  remains  of  previous  crops)  were  in  the 
hands  of  exporters  and  small  holders.  At  the  approach  of 
spring  of  1911  the  prospects  of  the  new  crop  were  very 
-poor.  The  severe  cold  which  prevailed  from  the  end  of 
.November,  1910,  to  the  beginning  of  February,  1911,  had 
proved  disastrous  to  the  sowings,  50  to  80  per  cent,  of 
•which  were  then  estimated  to  have  been  killed  by  the 
frost.  In  some  cases  spring  sowings  were  made,  but  in 
i;he  majority  it  was  decided  to  substitute  cotton  or  wheat. 
Later  it  was  reported  that  the  spring  sowings  had  proved 
a  failure,  and  that  the  opium  crop  of  1911  would  not  even 
attain  10  per  cent,  of  the  average.  Holders  of  opium 
•perhaps  sought  to  give  publicity  to  these  pessimistic  reports, 
hoping  thereby  to  force  up  prices. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  April  12  that  American 
"buyers  continued  their  purchases  this  week,  and  have  taken 
thirty  oases  new  extra  Karahissar  talequale  at  17s.  9(7.,  and 
four  cases  old  ditto  at  18s.  9(7.,  bringing  up  the  number  of  the 
two  weeks'  sales  to  104  cases.  The  position  has  naturally 
strengthened,  and  for  an  immediate  repetition  of  the  same 
business  buyers  must  be  prepared  to  pay  fully  6(7.  more. 
The  weather  m-osnects  continue  favourable  for  opium  ali 
over  the  growing  •districts.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount 
to  1,159  cases,  against  4,458  at  same  period  last  year. 

Orange  Oil. — From  the  primary  markets  quotations 
are  unchanged  with  little  business.  For  sweet  from  8s.  2d. 
to  8s.  4£tf.  is  quoted,  and  bitter  8s.  4(7.  to  8s.  4J,(7.  per  lb. 
•c.i.f.  London. 

Origanum  Oil.— Cretan  is  offered  from  the  Trieste 
market  at  7.5.  6(7.  per  lb.  c.  and  f.  for  genuine. 

Orris.— Florentine  is  firm  at  from  50s.  to  54s.  for  fair 
•sorts  on  the  spot.  Trieste  reports  a  very  scarce  and  higher 
market,  prime  Florentine  sorts  offering  at  49s.  6(7.,  bold 
Verona  at  39s.  6c7.,  and  natural  36s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  c.  and  f. 

Peppermint  Oil.— Sellers  of  good  brands  of  American  oil 
in  tins  quote  12s.  net,  and  outside  brands  are  quoted  6(7. 
less;  the  value  of  H.G.H.  is  14s.  9(7.  London  terms.  For 
Japanese  6s.  8d.  spot  is  quoted  for  Kobayashi,  and  6s.  6(7. 
for  Suzuki,  afloat  6s.  4^(7.  c.i.f.  As  regards  American  oil, 
all  reports  are  agreed  that  the  yield  will  be  curtailed  this 
year  as  the  result  of  damage  to  roots  by  the  severe  winter 
in  the  North- West. 

Quicksilver  is  unaltered,  first-hands  quoting  87.  12s.  6(7. 
and  second-hands  87.  7s.  6(7.  per  bottle,  being  6(7.  easier. 
Two  arrivals  of  5,000  bottles  each  have  taken  place  from 
Seville  this  week. 

Quinine. — Pending  the  result  of  the  Amsterdam  bark- 
auction  to  be  held  on  May  2,  the  speculative  market 
'iias  been  quieter,  but  the  undertone  is  none  the  less 
firm,  and  there  are  few  sellers.  The  export  demand  is 
good  and  buyers  in  many  cases  are  asking  for  prompt 
■delivery.  Towards  the  close  of  last  week  sales  from 
second-hands  aggregating  100,000  oz.  were  made,  includ- 
ing spot  at  from  8§(7.  to  8^(7.  for  B.  and  S.  and  (or)  Bruns- 
wick and  October  delivery  at  8|(7.  ;  also  Amsterdam  and 
Java  at  8|(7.  Early  this  week  there  were  second-hand 
sellers  of  the  usual  German  brand  at  8J,(7.,  Amsterdam 
and  Java  at  8^(7.,  and  October  delivery  of  German  at  8§c7. , 
at  which  business  was  done.  On  Wednesday,  however, 
-there  were  buyers  at  these  prices,  and  to-day  sales  of 
October  have  been  made  at  8g(7.  to  8f|(7.,  but  at  the  close 
buyers  ask  9(7.,  market  closing  very  firm.  The  German 
makers'  price  is  nominal,  as  they  are  not  sellers  and  have 
none  to  offer. 

The  exports  of  "  quinine,  quinine  salts  and  combinations  " 
from  Germany  during  the  two  months  ending  February  were 
as  follows  : 

1910  1911  1912 

Kilos   39,200  24,200  33,900 

A  leading  London  bark  and  quinine  broker,  in  a  circular 
elated  April  24,  states  that  there  has  been  a  very  firm  tone  in 


the  market  both  for  bark  and  quinine  during  the  past  month. 
The  improvement  was  started  by  the  unexpected  action  of 
the  importers  of  Java  bark  in  refusing  to  sell  below  3.40  to 
3.50  cents  per  unit  at  the  auctions  held  in  Amsterdam  on 
March  28 — an  advance  of  about  10  per  cent,  on  the  preceding 
sale.  Although  at  the  sale  they  were  only  able  to  sell  a 
little  more  than  half  the  quantity  offered,  the  balance  has 
since  been  sold  at  the  sale  unit  to  a  further  advance.  The 
exports  of  bark  from  Java  to  April  15  are  the  smallest  for 
manv  years,  and  show  a  deficiency  of  1,500.000  lb.,  compared 
with  1911,  and  1,400,000  lb.  compared  with  1910.  There  were 
small  auctions  of  bark  held  in  London  on  April  23,  when  only 
325  packages  were  offered  (chiefly  Java).  Importers  were 
again  firm,  and  the  whole  has  been  sold  at  and  after  the 
sales  at  a  considerable  further  advance,  the  value  of  the 
unit  being  quoted  Id.  per  lb.  against  a  full  xgd.  per  lb.  at  the 
last  London  auctions.  This  result  is  fully  equal  to  4  cents 
per  unit  Amsterdam  terms.  The.  improvement  in  the  bark- 
market  was  quickly  followed  by  a  speculative  demand  for 
quinine,  and  orders  were  sent  to  the  German  manufacturers 
at  7g(7.  per  oz.,  but  after  a  few  sales  they  declined  to  go  on, 
and  on  April  15  they  raised  their  quotations  Id.  per  oz.  to 
8g(7.  per  oz. ;  the  spot  market  quickly  followed,  and  within 
a  few  days  orders  were  sent  to  them  at  8j(7.,  but  after  selling 
a  small  quantity  they  have  again  declined  to  do  business. 
During  the  month  probably  400,000  to  500,000  oz.  have  been 
bought  for  re-sale,  but  up  to  the  present  there  has  been  no 
general  speculative  demand.  The  business  has  been  chiefly 
confined  to  executing  a  few  large  orders.  The  latest  quota- 
tions are  :  German  manufacturers  nominally  8^d.  (but  they 
do  not  offer)  B&S  &/or  Brunswick,  spot  8g<7.,  ditto  October 
delivery  Sid.  to  9(7.  Java  or  Amsterdam  spot  8^(7.,  October 
delivery  8g(7.  to  8^(7.  per  oz.  There  is  still  no  definite  infor- 
mation available  as  to  the  progress  of  the  negotiations  in 
Batavia. 

Rosemary  Oil. — Pure  Dalmatian  is  offered  at  225s.  per 
cwt.  from  the  Trieste  market,  from  whence  stocks  are 
reported  to  be  nearly  exhausted. 

Sassafras-bark  is  dearer  at  8-^(7.  net  on  the  spot. 

Senega  is  firmer,  the  general  spot  quotation  being  2s.  9(7. 
per  lb.  net. 

Shellac  continues  quiet,  the  small  spot  sales  including 
fair  standard  TN  orange  at  64s.  For  arrival  April-May 
shipment  of  TN  is  quoted  at  65s.,  and  May- June  ship- 
ment of  AC  Garnet  at  60s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f. 

Soda  Nitrate  has  advanced  from  lg(7.  to  l^d.  per  cwt., 
ordinary  offering  at  lis.  2-^d.  and  refined  at  lis.  4g(7. 
Liverpool  is  unchanged  at  lis.  to  lis.  3(7. 

Spices. — At  auction  Ginger  was  quiet.  Out  of  474  bags 
Cochin  and  Calicut  77  sold  without  reserve  at  68s.  6d.  for 
B-cut  and  small  washed  Cochin  at  40s.,  these  prices  being 
cheaper.  Of  Jamaica  265  bags  and  78  barrels  offered  and 
24  sold,  including  dull  washed  at  52s.  6(7.  and  common  in 
bags  at  50s.  6d.  Privately  the  market  for  African 
is  steady,  only  small  quantities  being  offered  at 
27s.  6(7.  transit  terms,  or  27s.  ex  quay  Liverpool.  Of 
Cloves  100  bales  of  Zanzibar  were  bought  in 
at  7(7.,  22  bags  of  Seychelles  at  l±d.,  also  21 
bags  of  Amboyna  at  10J,(7.  for  good.  Privately  the  spot 
price  for  Zanzibar  is  firm  at  6|(7..  and  for  delivery  a 
large  business  has  been  done,  including  2,500  bales  June- 
August  at  6|(7. ;  August-October  6ff  (7.  to  6f|(7.  to  6|rf. ; 
to  arrive  March-May  shipment  at  6|(7.  to  6f£(7. ;  and  April- 
June  at  6f£<2.  c.i.f.  delivered  weight.  Nutmegs  and  Mace- 
were  not  offered  at  auction.  Capsicums  were  steady,  59 
bags  of  ordinary  medium  stalky  East  Indian  selling  with- 
out reserve  at  17s.  Pimento  is  quiet,  33  bags  being  bought 
in  at  3(7.  per  lb.  A  slow  demand  was  shown  for  Pepper 
at  auction,  the  bought-in  offerings  comprising  30  bags 
Tellicherry  at  5|(7.  for  good,  and  57  bags  Alleppy  at  5|(7. 
for  fair.  Privately  the  arrival  market  is  firmer,  the  sales 
including  Singapore  for  May-June  shipment  at  5^(7.  with 
further  sellers  at  5|(7.  Lampong  has  been  sold  at  5(7. 
(and  buyers)  for  July-September  and  August-Octobar  ship- 
ment. On  the  spot  fair  Singapore  is  offered  at  5^(7. 
Of  White  pepper  at  auction  185  bags  Singapore  were  bought 
in  at  8|(7.,  and  87  bags  Penang  at  7|(7.  for  fair.  Privately 
the  arrival  market  continues  quiet  with  sellers  of  Singa- 
pore for  April-June  shipment  at  7-|-|-(7.  Penang  has  been 
sold  at  7£c7.  c.i.f.  for  May-June  steamer,  and  there  are 
sellers  of  Muntok  at  8^(7.  c-i.f.  The  spot  price  of  fair 
Singapore  is  8(7.  per  lb.    Privately  Cinnamon  is  quoted  at 
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Is.  Id.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  for  the  usual  Ceylon  assortment,  and 
at  2-fed.  c.i.f.  for  chips. 

Starches. — Since  last  quoted  maize  starch  has  advanced 
to  13.5.  3d.  for  powdered,  and  pearl  to  13s.  per  cwt.,  in  lots 
of  at  least  two  tons:  smaller  quantities  are  od.  per  cwt. 
extra. 

Tamarinds. — New  crop  Barbados  are  offered  at  17s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  in  bond. 

Taraxacum. — German  is  offered  at  39s.  per  cwt.  c.  and  f . 

Tartaric  Acid  is  very  firm  and  in  good  demand. 
Foreign  is  quoted  Is.  O^d.  and  English  Is.  0%d. 

Tonka-beans. — Frosted  Para  have  been  selling  at 
various  prices  between  7s.  and  8s.  11,(1. .  and  further 
supplies  are  available  at  7s.  6d..  which  has  also  been  paid; 
black  Para  are  worth  4s.  Angostura  are  offered  to  arrive 
at  17s.  6d.  c.i.f.,  but  do  not  attract  buyers;  only  limited 
spot  lots  are  available  at  21s.  per  II). 

Turpentine. — American  shows  an  advance  of  about 
Is  od.  per  cwt.  on  the  week,  closing  at  34s.  9c/.  spot  and 
35s.  for  May-June  delivery.  True  Venetian  is  very  scarce, 
transparent  offering  at  140s.  and  cloudy  at  120s.  per  cwt. 
c.  and  f.  Artificial  is  cheaper  at  from  32s.  to  39s.  6d.'  as 
to  quality. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Sales  of  fine  Chilian  have  been  made  in 
Liverpool  at  11.  lis.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Paraffin. — The  Scottish  mineral-oil  companies 
intimate  an  advance  of  ^d.  per  lb.  in  the  price  of  paraffin 
wax,  making  the  basis  price  2\d.  per  lb.,  or  12-J,-  per  cent, 
more.  This  advance,  in  conjunction  with  the  advances 
recently  announi  ed  in  naphtha  and  lubricating  oils, 
materially  alters  the  position  of  the  Scottish  mineral-oil 
companies  for  the  better.  It  is  evidently  the  result  of 
a  better  understanding  with  the  Standard  Oil  Co., 
while  the  Galician  output  is  also  declining.  The  present 
output  of  paraffin  wax  in  Scotland  amounts  to  about  25,000 
tons  per  annum. 

Wax,  Vegetable. — Japanese  is  offered  on  the  spot  at 
42i.  6d.,  and  for  arrival  4os.  c.i.f.  is  quoted,  which  price 
has  been  paid.  Supplies  of  Curriauba  wax  are  small ; 
157s.  6d.  c.i.f.  has  been  paid  for  chalky  grey  for  shipment, 
and  the  spot  market  has  been  cleared  of  this  description 
at  150s.  and  even  more. 

Manchester  Chemical-market. 

April  23. 

To-day's  attendance  on  the  Chemical  Exchange  was  fairly 
Rood,  but,  speaking  generally,  there  is  still  some  delay  in 
delivery  of  heavy  chemicals.  In  this  connection  there  is 
little  or  no  change  to  report  in  prices.  Sulphate  of  copper 
continues  on  the  up-grade,  this  being  accounted  for  by  the 
dearness  of  the  raw  material ;  inquiry  is,  however,  "slow. 
(Jenerally  speaking,  the  quotation  is  25/.  to  25/.  5s.  per  ton 
for  best  brands  delivered  Manchester.  Brown  acetate  of 
lime,  is  the  turn  dearer,  and  arsenic  again  favoured  sellers. 
Acids  and  cream  of  tartar  remain  fairly  steady.  Coal-tar 
products,  taken  as  a  whole,  are  in  fair  demand.  Sulphate 
of  ammonia  is  quiet  at  13/.  17;*.  6(7.  to  14/.  2s.  6d.  on  rails 
Manchester. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Thero  is  considerable  activity  in  the  heavy-chemical 
market,  and  manufacturers  are  now  able  to  make  better 
deliveries,  though  in  many  cases  they  are  not  yet  up  to 
normal  proportions.  Orders  generally  have  accumulated, 
and  thpso  are  being  worked  off  as  quick  as  possible,  with 
every  endeavour  to  meet  consumers'  requirements.  Main 
products  are  in  strong  demand,  among  which  may  be 
specially  mentioned  bleaching-powder,  caustic  soda,  am- 
monia, alkali,  soda  crystals,  and  saltcake.  Values  generally 
are  on  the  firm  side,  with  advancing  tendencies  rather  than 
otherwise. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  maintains  a  steady  tone,  with  present 
nearest  figures  as  follows:  Beckton.  prompt,  25  per  cent, 
ammonia  guaranteed.  14/.  5s.  ;  London  terms,  14/.  2s.  6<Z.  ; 

Ui  lha  id  2,1  M'  ;   Liverpo01,  15'-  ls-  Zd-;    and  Hull> 

Barium  Compounds  remain  very  steadv,  with  good  all- 
round  consumptive  demand.  Blanc  fixo  'pure  precipitated 
barium  sulphate  in  paste  form  6/.  10*.  to  6/.  15s.  per  ton  in 
usual  8-9  cwt.  casks.  Mineral  sulphate  of  barvtes  35s.  to  90s. 
per  ton,  according  to  quality,  quantity,  and  package, 
inlonde  of  barn...,  crystals  somewhat  irregular,  but  tends 
dearer  from  5/.  12s.  td.  to  6/.  per  ton  in  8-10  ewt.  casks. 


Precipitated  barium  carbonate  dearer  at  5/.  10s.  to  61.  5s- 
per  ton  in  2-cwt.  bags.  Crude  calcjned  barium  sulphide- 
iirmor  owing  to  higher  costs  of  production ;  70  to  75  per 
cent.  5/.  5s.  to  5/.  15s.  per  ton  in  5-6  cwt.  casks.  Hydrate 
of  barium  in  fuller  inquiry,  crystals  12/.  5s.  to  13/.  5s.  The 
fused  concentrated  product  is  rather  quieter,  though  un- 
changed in  value;  50  to  60  per  cent,  ball  solid  in  6-7  cwt. 
drums  13/.  10s.  to  13/.  15s.  per  ton,  and  crushed  14/.  15s.  to> 
15/.  per  ton  in  special  3-4  cwt.  drums. 

Continental  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Balsam  Canada. — The  comparatively  high  price  of  ni.525 
to  m.550  is  still  asked.  Interest  is,  however,  not  great,  a^ 
it  is  hoped  that  tho  former  low  prices  will  return,  though 
for  the  present  there  is  not  much  prospect  of  this. 

Ergot. — Prices  are  very  irregular  in  producing  countries — 
•:.g.,  German  is  quoted  m.650,  Russian  m.700.  and  Spanish/ 
■  n.900  to  in. 950  per  100  kilos.  The  opinion  is  that  for  some 
time  past  prices  have  been  too  high,  and  business  in  the- 
preparatiohs  has  been  very  slow.  On  the  Hamburg  market, 
freer  offers  have  made  buyers  hold  off,  German  offering 
at  m.575  and  Russian  m.650  per  100  kilos.,  while  for  Spanish 
m.9  per  kilo,  is  asked. 

Glycerin. — Crude  glycerin  has  advanced  on  the  Pari? 
market  by  fr.20  to  fr.155.  This  sudden  rise  must  be  attri- 
buted to  the  large  orders,  which  will  probably  influence  the- 
market  for  chemically  pure.  The  Marseilles  market  has 
also  advanced,  saponified  being  quoted  up  to  fr.155,  and 
f r.  125  for  80-per-cent.  crude.  In  certain  cases  these  prices 
v«ere  exceeded.  The  result  is  that  the  market  was  very 
active,  but  is  now  quieter.  The  following  are  the  quota- 
tions :  Saponification  for  spot  delivery  fr.152.50,  for  1912  anc.i 
1913  fr.150.  Crude  glycerin,  80  per  cent,  fr.127.50,  and* 
1912  and  1913  fr.125  per  100  kilos.,  unpacked  in  buyers' 
casks  f.o.b.  to  the  usual  European  ports  in  quantities  of  at 
least  10,000  kg.  in  one  bottom,  with  3£  per  cent,  discount 
for  saponified,  and  i  per  cent,  discount  for  80-per-cent,. 
crude. 

American  Peppermint  Oil. 

Messrs.  R.  W.  Greefi  &  Co.  write  :  "  Our  principal,  Mr. 
F.  M.  Rudd,  of  Bronson,  Michigan,  cabled  on  April  23  that 
a  personal  examination  has  confirmed  the  numerous  reports 
received  from  growers  that  the  peppermint  fields  have  suf- 
fered considerable  damage  in  consequence  of  the  prolonged 
and  severe  frosts,  which  have  only  recently  disappeared. 
There  appears  to  be  barely  sufficient  roots  left  to  make  halt 
the  usual  crop ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  serious  shortage 
of  roots,  the  previous  year's  acreage  will  have  to  be  sub- 
stantially curtailed.  The  roots  are  alive,  but  are  generally 
weak  and  lacking  in  vitality,  and  it  may  be  regarded  as  a' 
foregone  conclusion  that  the  crop  this  year  will  be  much 
smaller  than  was  originally  anticipated.  The  position  in- 
the  U.S.A.  is  much  firmer  in  consequence  of  these  unfavour- 
able reports,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  price  of  oil  next- 
season  will  exceed  that  of  the  two  previous  years.'' 

Potash  from  Kelp. 

In  view  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  market  for  iodine- 
and  its  preparations,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  has  just  published,  in  a  report  orn 
potash,  a  description  of  a  potash-producing  plant  which  is- 
now  in  actual  operation  in  the  United  States.  This  plant 
is  in  Southern  California,  about  thirty  miles  north  of  San 
Diego,  where  it  is  stated  that  operations  in  the  commercial 
extraction  of  potash  from  kelp  or  seaweed  would  begin 
about  March  1.  The  plant  is  owned  by  the  Coronado 
Chemical  Co.,  which  has  been  working  on  the  potash-kelp 
problem  for  several  years.  It  consists  of  four  furnaces 
capable  of  treating  6.000  lb.  of  dried  kelp  every  twenty-four 
hours,  and  additional  furnaces  are  under  construction  with 
a  proposed  total  capacity  for  treating  36,000  lb.  of  dried  kelp- 
a  day.  The  year  1912,  the  report  states,  will  probably  show 
a  substantial  output  of  potash  in  the  United  States,  in 
addition,  of  course,  to  that  obtained  from  wood-ashes. 

Socotra. 

"  The  Times  "  of  March  27  contains  an  interesting  article 
on  the  mission  to  Socotra  of  Sir  James  Bell.  Resident  of 
Aden,  in  connection  with  the  looting  of  the  Kuala,  wrecked 
on  the  coast  of  the  island  some  time  ago.  It  is  mentioned 
that  "  from  the  earliest  times  the  island  has  been  famous 
for  gum  and  resin  producing  plants,  dragon's-blood  trees, 
and  the  aloes  _  perryi,  the  Sokotrian  aloes  of  commerce, 
called  in  the  island  '  tayef,'  and  by  the  Arabs  '  suba.'  ' 
It  is  also  stated  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  "may 
practically  be  divided  into  two  classes — the  Bedouins,  who. 
it  is  believed,  are  the  aborigines,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  mixed  population,  the  descendants  of  Arabs.  Indians. 
Africans,  Portuguese,  and  several  other  nations."  It  wilt 
be  noticed  that  the  writer  of  the  article  u?es  a  "  k  "  instead 
of  a  "  c  "  in  spelling  the  name  of  the  island. 
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Memoranda  lor  Correspondents. 

A.1!  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist "  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 

National  Insurance  Dispensing-charges. 

Sir, — For  more  than  a  twelvemonth  I  have  dispensed 
for  a  county  Anti-tuberculosis  Association,  and  from  the 
nature  and  amount  of  drugs  required,  I  should  be  very 
■chary  of  any  per  capita  fee  that  might  perhaps  include 
such  cases.  I  hope  ample  formulae  for  stock  pills,  oint- 
ments, etc.,  will  be  published  (and  priced).  Also  a  com- 
plete price-list  of  drugs  and  sundries  for  all  extra  require- 
ments, but  that  ordinary  mixtures  may  be  based  on  some 
simple  system,  say  the  following  : 

A  price  per  dose  (xd.). 

A  mixture  to  contain  up  to  (say)  four  ingredients  selected 
from  a  schedule. 
The  schedule  to  contain  all  drugs  the  maximum  dose  of 

which   did   not  exceed   —d.  in  cost.    But  as  this  might 
a 

possibly  exclude  a  few  widely  used  drugs,  these  might  be 

included  with  an  official  maximum  *d.  worth  where  this  is 

a 

.at  all  useful  in  amount). 

A  mixture  would  be  priced  thus: 
xd.  x  number  of  doses  (+  container). 
Profit  would  be : 

(-pp  x  number  of  doses)  +  ingredients  less  than  four 
4-  doses  less  than  maximum. 

The  schedule  would  tend  to  keep  prescribers  to  ordinary 
lines,  while  the  price-list  would  serve  to  price  extras.  I 
^.hink  prescribers  would  keep  to  the  ordinary  schedule  as 
much  as  possible,  for  the  sake  of  a  good  margin  .of  liberty 
where  really  necessary.  Whatever  xd.  might  be,  there 
would  be  a  margin,  though  too  low  an  xd.  would  need  a 
larger  denominator  than  8  and  fewer  ingredients  than 
four.  The  system  might  be  modified  to  include  powders, 
and  a  minimum  per  item  arranged.  The  money  available 
won't  buy  luxuries,  and  it  rests  with  the  trade,  I  think,  to 
show  how  far  it  can  be  made  to  go  with  justice  to  our- 
-selves.  If  xd.  was  ^d.,  the  schedule  would  be  a  most 
raseful  one,  at  -fed.  per  ingredient  per  dose. 

Yours  truly, 

Mortar.  (148/50.) 
Qualified  and  Unqualified. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  S.  L."  writes  that,  in  the 
■words  of  a  great  statesman,  "there  is  a  limit  to  human 
•endurance."  This  profound  remark  is  worthy  of  that 
great  man,  and  would  naturally  appeal  to  a  thinker  like 
"  S.  L.,"  who  is  himself,  in  my  opinion,  somewhere  about 
the  limit.  He  has  not  attempted  to  answer  any  of  the 
points  raised  in  my  last  letter,  but  contents  himself  with 
references  to  "education,"  "professional  ability,"  and 
"  sterling  worth."  If  the  unqualified  men  already  possess 
all  this,  I  fail  to  see  what  more  they  need.  "  Sterling 
worth  "  alone  is  a  veiy  considerable  asset,  but  when  com- 
bined with  such  trifles  as  "education"  and  "professional 
ability  "  it  must  be  irresistible !  Still,  it  occurs  to  me 
that  if  in  addition  to  the  above  qualifications  they  had 
added,  during  their  apprenticeship,  the  certificate  of  the 
'Preliminary  examination,  "  S.  L."  might  have  included 
in  the  list  of  their  virtues  th»  possession  of  a  little  common- 
sense.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  at  least  nineteen 
out  of  twenty  of  the  aspirants  for  the  I.S.P.  and  D.S.P. 
'"diploma"  cannot  present  themselves  for  the  Minor 
■examination  because  they  have  not  passed  the  Preliminary. 

So  much  for  the  "education"  of  these  gentlemen! 


Now,  Sir,  a  boy  who  by  reason  of  defective  schooling 
has  not  during  his  apprenticeship  passed  so  moderate 
a  test  as  the  Preliminary  examination,  must  lack 
either  brains  or  application.  In  either  case  he  is 
unfit  to  be  in  the  business.  If  he  lacks  the  brains 
necessary  for  the  examination  he  is  a  duffer.  "  S.  L." 
asks  me  if  I  have  ever  met  the  "  qualified  duffer." 
I  have.  There  are  qualified  duffers  in  every  profession. 
Every  chemist  has  met  the  medical  "duffer"  ;  many  men 
to  their  cost  find  that  they  have  employed  the  legal 
"duffer"  ;  many  congregations  sit  under  the  clerical 
"  duffer  "  ;  whole  regiments  have  been  led  to  glory  by  the 
military  "  duffer"  ;  there  are  duffers  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  others  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Is  it  surprising, 
therefore,  that  there  are  pharmaceutical  duffers  ?  Among 
qualified  men  the  "duffer"  is  the  exception  and  not  the 
rule,  but  among  the  great  unqualified  he  is  the  rule  and 
not  the  exception. 

"  S.  L."  quotes  "  Carica,"  who  remarked,  "Why  spend 
time,  money,  and  perhaps  brains  upon  the  present-day 
farce  of  qualifying?"  Exactly;  why  do  so,  if  men  like 
"  S.  L.,"  who  have  spent  none  of  these  things,  can  open 
what  is  to  all  appearances  a  chemist's  shop  and  display 
that  which  to  the  "  man  in  the  street"  looks  like  a  certi- 
ficate of  competency?  "  S.  L."  says  he  has  not  the  least 
anxiety  to  display  his  competency.  Then  why  display  the 
"diploma"  of  the  I.S.P.  and  D.S.P.  ?  He  makes  a  great 
point  of  the  money  obstacle  to  qualifying.  This  is 
ridiculous,  as  anyone  conversant  with  the  facts  knows. 
There  are  hundreds  of  men  who  have  passed  the  Minor 
without  losing  a  day  off  until  the  day  of  examination,  and 
many  hundreds  of  others  who  have  studied  and  passed 
while  in  half-time  berths.  Any  young  fellow  who,  having 
served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  a  competent  man  and 
afterwards  been  for  a  year  or  two  in  a  situation,  cannot 
earn  enough  to  enable  him  to  put  sufficient  by  to  pay  the 
moderate  sum  required  by  the  Society  and  by  one  of  the 
Pharmacy  Schools  must  be  an  ass  indeed.  Will  "  S.  L." 
answer  this  query  ?  Assuming  that  he  himself  were  a 
father — he  may  be  one — and  had  a  son  whom  he  wished  tq 
bind  as  a  "  regular  apprentice  to  a  competent  man," 
would  he  indenture  him  to  a  pharmacist  or  to  one  of  the 
men  who  display  the  "  diploma"  of  the  I.S.P.  and  D.S.P.  ? 
If  "  S.  L."  replies  that  he  would  do  the  latter.  I  must 
respectfully  ask  him  to  tell  that  tale  to  the  marines,  not 
to  the  readers  of  the  0 .  <£•  D.  I  affirm  what  everyone 
connected  with  our  business  knows,  that  the  "  florid, 
meaningless  diploma  "  of  the  I.S.P.  and  D.S.P.  is  intended 
to  deceive  the  public,  by  giving  them  the  impression  that 
the  holders  are  qualified  men.  If,  as  "  S.  L."  remarks, 
there  is  no  desire  to  "display  their  competency,"  then  I 
suggest  that  their  purpose  would  be  still  better  served, 
were  they  to  have  the  word  "  duffer  "  inscribed  upon  it 
in  letters  of  gold.  The  public  would  then  be  able  to 
appraise  that  parchment  at  its  exact  value. 

Yours  truly, 

Wrexham.  L.  B.  Rowland. 

Mr.  R.  TV.  Rovahton  (Luton)  writes  thanking  "  S.  L."  for 
his  able  and  common-sense  letters  in  defence  of  unqualified 
men.  and  recommends  Mr.  Rowland  to  digest  the  old  adage — 
"  Live  and  let  live." 

Selling  Mercury  and  Nitric  Acid. 
Sir, — Allow  me  to  emnhasise  through  your  columns  a 
danger  which  we,  as  an  Association,  come  across  only  too 
often.  It  has  been  called  attention  to  many  times,  but 
as  the  result  of  thoughtlessness  it  continues  to  give  trouble 
— we  refer  to  the  nitric  acid  and  mercury  danger.  People 
buy  these  chemicals  for  the  purpose  of  making  what  they 
are  pleased  to  call  a  "silver-plating"  solution,  and  they 
often  bring  a  bottle  and  ask  the  chemist  to  put  both  the 
acid  and  metal  into  it.  The  result  is  that  after  the  bottle 
has  been  corked  up  for  some  time,  gas  is  evolved,  the 
cork  is  blown  out  and,  along  with  it,  more  or  less  of 
the  nitric  acid.  If  the  explosion  happens  in  the  pur- 
chaser's pocket,  the  results  are  ruined  clothing  and  pos- 
sibly bad  burns  on  the  body.  If  it  happens  while  the 
bottle  is  being  carried  in  the  hand,  the  acid  is  scattered 
about  in  a,  shower  of  spray,  and  the  results  are  even 
more  disastrous.    We  have  recently  had  a  case  through 
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our  hands  in  which  the  acid  was  sprayed  over  several 
people  in  the  member's  shop,  one  customer's  face  and 
clothing  and  another's  eyes  and  clothing  being  rather 
badly  injured,  and  involving  compensation  to  within  a 
few  shillings  of  60/.  May  we  earnestly  urge  all  your 
readers  to  strictly  forbid  their  employes  from  selling 
mercury  and  nitric  acid  in  the  same  vessel  ?  There  need 
be  no  difficulty  about  that,  as  it  is  quite  easy  to  supply  the 
mercury  separate  in  a  strong  pill-box. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  Johnston, 
Secretary,  Chemists'  Defence  Association,  Ltd. 


Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  of  opinions 
among:  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 


Apprentices  under  the  National  Insurance  Act. 

A  Subscriber  (22/19),  who  read  our  reply  to  "  H.  C.  R." 
\C.  <fc  D.,  April  13,  index  folio  560)  regarding  the  position 
of  chemists'  apprentices  under  the  National  Insurance  Act, 
wrote  to  the  Commissioners  asking  how  he  is  situated  as 
regards  an  apprentice  who  has  not  paid  any  premium,  does 
not  receive  wages,  and  lives  with  his  parents.  He  has  now 
received  from  the  English  Commissioners  the  following  reply, 
dated  April  20,  1912  : 

"  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.  <as  to  the  position 
of  apprentices  under  the  National  Insurance  Act.  1911,  I  am 
directed  by  the  National  Health  Insurance  Commission 
(England)  to  inform  you  that  under  Part  I.  (a)  of  the  First 
Schedule  to  the  Act  employment  under  a  contract,  of  appren- 
ticeship without  any  money  payment  is  excluded  from  the 
classes  of  employment  coming  under  the  provisions  of  Part  I. 
of  the  Act  in  regard  to  compulsory  health  insurance.  No 
weekly  contribution  will  therefore  be  required  in  respect  of 
apprentices  who  .receive  no  money  payment." 

The  Eclipse. 

With  two  long  poles  stuck  out  of  a  top  bedroom  window  at 
a  giddy  angle  and  a  camera  (which  the  man  across  the 
street  described  as  a  sugar-box  with  a  brass  knob  in  the 
front)  we  took  some  very  good  pictures  of  the  solar  eclipse 
on  Wednesday,  April  17,  and  thereby  achieved  a  certain 
local  notoriety.  The  camera  was  home-made,  the  bellows 
were  produced  from  a  piece  of  fabric  4£  ft.  square,  made 
by  pasting  thin  black  twill  on  each  side  of  a  stout  piece  of 
brown  paper.  The  folding  was  a  work  of  patience,  lasting 
the  whole  of  one  afternoon  and  evening,  and  the  result  was 
a  concertina  12  in.  square  and  having  an  extension  of  nearly 
4  ft.  A  plain  board  fixed  to  the  front,  13  in.  square  and  half 
an  inch  thick,  bore  the  lens;  and  a  support  for  a  ground- 
glass  focussing  screen  and  a  10  in.  by  8  in.  dark  slide  was 
attached  to  the  other  end.  This  has  proved  a  very  useful 
piece  of  apparatus  for  enlarging  or  copying,  yet  the  whole 
•  lung  did  not  cost  5s.,  the  lens  and  dark  slide  being  extra, 
lliero  is  no  rack  and  pinion  for  focussing,  for  when  used 
on  a  flat  table  the  weight  of  the  whole  keeps  it  steady. 

The  camera,  placed  flat  on  the  table,  was  carefully 
foeussed  on  the  houses  at  the  further  end  of  the  street,  the 
largest  aperture  being  used.  Thin  wooden  laths  were  then 
tacked  to  front  and  back  each  side  to  keep  the  focus  accurate, 
and  the  lens  (the  front  combination  only  of  a  whole  plate 
rectilinear)  was  stopped  down  to  f .64. '  Two  1-in.  square 
poles  were  pushed  upwards  out  of  the  window  until  they 
pointed  directly  at  the  sun,  the  ends  were  nailed  to  the 
floor  and  the  camera  was  fastened  to  these,  looking  like  a 
truck  on  a  railway  line. 

The  image  thrown  on  the  ground-glass  screen  was  very 
satisfactory  indeed,  considering  the  crude  nature  of  the 
apparatus,  and  the  whole  progress  of  the  eclipse  could  be 
watched  there  without  anv  strain  on  the  eves.  Bv  using 
a  lens  of  such  long  focus  the  image  was  quite  large' enough 
to  give  good  direct  prints,  whereas  the  negatives  from  an 
ordinary  quarter-plate  hand  camera  were  too  small  to  be 
of  service,  unless  cnlareed,  even  with  onlv  one  portion  of 
the  lens  in  use,  and  the  fuzzinoss  resulting  from  the  unavoid- 
ably inaccurate  focussing  of  the  image  became  very  apparent 
<>n  attempting  to  enlarge  these. 

A  10  in.  by  8  in.  plate  was  used  in  the  dark  slide  and 

xne  shortest  possible  exposure  was  given  with  a  cap,  and 

this  proved  to  be  fairly  correct.    From  these  plates  prints 

were  made  on  3£  in.  square  vigorous  art  Velox,  using  a 

o-in     mask,   which   gave   a   nice   white  border   round  the 

mack  picture     The  prints  were  pasted  on  cabinet-size  stout 

grey  bevelled  boards,  and  underneath  each  photograph  was 

RVfm  Solar   Eclipse.  Wednesday,   April   17.  1912" 

-I,™  V!'  °,r  "1210  PM ••"  and  th^  w«re  s°Id  in  the 
*nop  on  Thursday  at  6d.  each  or  10£rf.  the  pair 


A  row  of  these  finished  pictures  was  placed  along  the  front 
of  the  photographic  window,  in  the  middle  was  a  white 
mount  bearing  quarter-plate  enlargements  from  the  nega- 
tives, showing  the  sun's  disc  as  large  as  a  half-crown  piece  ; 
and  at  the  back  of  the  window  were  placed  glass  shelves,  one 
above  the  other,  on  which  were  displayed  lifteen  or  sixteen 
shop-soiled  hand-cameras,  reduced  in  price  and  plainly 
marked  and  described.  One  of  these  was  sold  .during  the 
day  for  36s.,  and  the  whole  proved  a  very  effective  draw. 
The  photographs  were  a  very  fruitful  topic  of  conversation 
and  a  centre  of  interest  to  all  the  neighbourhood. 

The  moral  is  surely  obvious : 

It  is  better  to  keep  your  name  bejore  the  public  than  to 
let  them  forr/ct  you. 

If  you  make  your  window  an  ever-changing  source  of 
interest,  the  public  will  certainly  appreciate  it.  They  will 
go  out  of  their  way  to  visit  your  shop  to  see  if  you  have 
anything  new  to  show  them,  and  you  will  probably  find 
that  window  shows  of  scientific  or  technical  interest  will 
prove  to  be  particularly  attractive.  The  result  of  this  will  be 
that  they  will  become  so  used  to  associating  you  with  all 
things  that  are  new  and  up-to-date,  that  when  they  want 
the  freshest  drugs,  the  very  latest  proprietary  medicine,  or 
the  last  word  in  folding  pocket  cameras,  they  will  turn  to 
you  without  hesitation  as  the  most  likely  man  to  satisfy 
their  requirements. — Arthur  E.  Bailey  (Highgate). 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  for  the  discussion  and  solution  of  dispensing: 
problems  and  prescriptions  submitted  by  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 
We  are  always  pleased  to  recsive  the  opinions  of  readers  for 
publication.  "The  Art  of  Dispensing  "  ("  C.  &  D."  Office,  6s.) 
is  the  standard  book  of  reference  on  this  subject. 


"H.  H.'s"  Suppository  Query. 

Sir, — I  think  the  quickest  plan  where  a  suppository  looks 
difficult  is  to  mass  up  to  about  9  grains;  line  the  mould 
with  cocoa-butter  (tinted,  if  the  ingredients  are  dark,  with 
a  little  cocoa-powder)  by  quickly  filling  and  emptying  it, 
and  then  rotating  in  the  fingers  till  cool,  then  load  the 
lined  mould  by  hand  as  tightly  as  possible;  fill  with  cocoa- 
butter  (colour  as  before),  and  thoroughly  cool.    I  had 

Pot.  chlor   gr.  ij.  , 

Ext.  hamamelidis  ...       ...       ...    gr.  iv. 

Suevi  benzoat.    q.s.  * 

lately,  and  was  unsuccessful  till  I  tried  the  above. 

Yours  faithfully. 

Mortar  (148/50). 

A  Quinine  Mixture. 
/.  .1/.  (139/39)  asks:  "Can  the  subjoined  prescription  be 
made  up  in  any  kind  of  presentable  form?  " 

Quinin.  sulph.    gr.  Xx. 

Acid,  salicyi.    ...    3 1  j . 

Spt.  amm.  arom   ^iij. 

Tr.  nucis  vom.       ...    3ij. 

Tr.  aurantii  gij. 

Tr.  digitalis  31. 

(xlycerini  •   3j. 

Mist,  camphor,  ad   3x. — M. 

5ss.  every  third  hour  in  water. 

[This  prescription  does  not  lend  itself  to  the  production 
of  a  really  elegant  mixture.  When  compounded  as  follows, 
however,  a  fairly  presentable  and  workable  mixture  results: 
Place  the  quinine  sulphate  and  salicylic  acid  in  a  mortar 
with  15  grains  of  powdered  tragacan'th  and  triturate  well 
together:  to  them  add  the  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia  and 
the  tinctures  of  nux  vomica,  orange,  and  digitalis,  and.  after 
mixing,  stir  in  the  glycerin;  finally  add  the  camphor- 
mixture  gradually,  with  steady  and  continuous  trituration, 
to  obtain  the  particles  of  insoluble  matter  very  fine  and 
uniform.] 

Lecithin  in  Pill. 

Sir,— During  the  past  week  I  had  occasion  to  dispense  the 
following  prescription  : 

Lecithin    gr  jj 

Ft.  pil.  j.  Mitte  xxx.  in  argent. 
I  added  1  grain  each  of  sapo  animalis  and  lycopodium  The 
resulting  pill  was  too  soft  to  silver  well.  Can  vou.  or  one  of 
your  correspondents  more  experienced  than  m'vself,  give  me 
a  really  good  formula,  which  will  result  in  a  hard  pill  and 
yet  not  add  too  greatly  to  the  bulk  ? 

Yours  faithfully. 

Junior.  (141/16.) 
[Soap  is  not  permissible  as  an  excipient  for  lecithin,  the 
alkali  of  the  soap .being  ant  to  split  it  up.    Moreover  soap 
is  not  a  good,  softener.    Two  grains  of  powdered  liquorice 
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is  better  than  the  soap  and  lycopoclium.  Lecithin  varies  in 
consistence.  A  nice  pill  can  be  made  with  a  sottish  variety 
by  tho  following  procedure  : 

Place  1  grain  of  beeswax  in  a  small  basin,  heat  on  a  water- 
bath  till  it  just  melts,  add  the  2  grains  of  lecithin,  and  mix; 
remove  from  the  water-bath,  allow  to  cool,  then  work  up 
gently  with  1  grain  of  powdered  liquorice-root  or  powdered 
marshmallow-root,  and  roll. 

The  proportions  of  wax  and  powder  can  bo  adjusted  to  suit 
the  consistence  of  the  lecithin  in  stock  at  the  moment.] 


Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1912,  pp.  43s  to  454, 
where  most  legal  difficulties  are  anticipated,  before  writing 
about  your  difficulty 


J.  E.  (239/38). — See  reply  to  another  query. 

Ignoramus  (145/40). — In  the  sale  of  Cooper's  sheep-dip 
the  requirements  of  the  Arsenic  Act  as  regards  recording 
the  sale  have  to  be  strictly  followed  by  all  retail  vendors. 
These  requirements  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  C.  d-  D.  Diary, 
pp.  436-7,  under  "Arsenic  Act." 

Simplex  (151/4)  puts  the  following:  A.  is  employed  by 
B.  to  serve  behind  the  counter  six  hours  daily,  and  by 
arrangement  it  is  agreed  he  shall  work  from  11  to  1  and  from 
5.30  to  9.30.  Is  A.,  under  the  Shops  Act,  entitled  to  a  half- 
holiday  every  week?  [Yes,  from  1.30  p.m.  on  one  day  per 
week. "| 

W.  H.  (238/21)  asks:  "On  closing  day,  shall  we  be  allowed 
to  give  an  order  to  a  traveller  if  he  calls  in  the  afternoon  ?  " 
[We  see  nothing  in  the  Act  to  prevent  it.  "Closing"  in  the 
general  sense  means  closing  "  for  the  serving  of  customers," 
and  not  "for  the  transaction  of  business"  other  than  the 
serving  of  customers.] 

A.  B.  (243/13).— Epsom  salts,  Seidlitz  powders,  pills, 
children's  powders,  and  corn  applications  are  medicines; 
enema-syringes  and  glass  ear-syringes  are  surgical  appli- 
ances, and  there  need  never  be  any  hesitation  in  regard  to 
selling  these  during  closing  hours  under  the  Shops  Act,  1912. 
See  also  reply  to  another  correspondent. 

H.  F.  (149/171).— The  Shops  Act  does  not  make  payment 
of  shop-assistants  a  condition  for  their  exemption  from 
Section  1  (half-holiday  to  assistants).  In  the  case  of  a 
brother  who  has  neither  salary  nor  commission,  if  he  is 
maintained  by  the  brother  who  owns  the  shop  and  dwells  in 
his  house,  he  (the  employed  brother)  is  exempt  from  the 
conditions  of  Section  1. 

Suburban  Chemist  (151/47)  does  a  fairly  large  amount  of 
dispensing  for  local  doctors,  most  of  the  work  being  done 
and  sent  out  after  1  p.m.  Can  he  employ  his  errand-boy  to 
take  medicine  out  after  the  shoo  is  closed  on  the  early- 
closing  day  ?  [Yes  ;  errand-boys  can  be  employed  then,  pro- 
vided the  limit  of  seventy-four  hours  oer  week,  including 
meal-times,  is  not  exceeded.] 

.  A.  F  (146/32).— (1)  As  to  the  exhibition  of  the  notice  out- 
side the  shop,  see  reply  to  another  subscriber.  (2)  If  a 
chemist's  shop  is  closed  absolutely  011  'the  early-closing  day, 
it  is  not  necessary  for  him  to  display  the  notice;  it  is  only 
in  the  event  of  the  chemist  arranging  to  serve  customers 
with  medicines  a;-.d  medical  and  surgical  appliances  during 
closing  hours  that  the  notice  is  required. 

W.  C.  (237/38).— (1)  A  notice  placed  inside  the  window 
is  not  '  outside  "  in  the  sense  of  the  Act,  The  door  would 
be  tho  best  place  for  the  outside  notice.  (2)  A  feeding-bottle 
with  fittings  is  a  feeding  appliance,  and  methylated  spirit 
tor  burning  is  fuel.  In  certain  circumstance's  they  may 
become  a  medical  appliance  and  a  medicine.  Theso  must 
bo  the  subject  of  specific  inquiry  addressed  to  the  customer. 

A  Regular  Subscriber  (149/11)  employs  one  assistant  who 
gets  away  at  1  o'clock  on  one  day  of  the  week.  Can  the 
Shops  Act  compel  "Regular  Subscriber"  to  close  his 
premises  at  1  o'clock  upon  one  day  providing  he  employs  no 
other  services  except  his  own  upon  said  premises?  [Not  if 
he  sells  only  exempted  goods  during  closing  hours  and  puts 
up  outside  and  inside  the  shop  the  notice  to  that  effect.] 

Nemo  (150/59)  has  several  shops,  each  with  its  own 
manager,  and  he  has  a  spare  manager,  who  relieves  each 
manager  one  day  per  week  from  1.30  p.m.  Is  "Nemo" 
forced  to  close  his  shops  half  a  day  per  week,  or  can  he  go 
along  doing  what  he  is  doing  at  present?  [Yes,  subject  to 
the  condition  that  he  must  not  on  a  half-holiday  sell  in  the 
shops  anything  except  exempted  goods,  and  he  must  notify 
that  the  shop  is  open  only  for  the  sale  of  medicines  and  other 
exempted  goods.] 


G.  B.  (239/23)  asks  if  "a  reasonable  covering"  under 
the  Shops  Act  means  blinds  for  shop  windows.  [This  refers- 
to  the  provision  as  to  mixed  shops  in  th?  Home  Office's 
memorandum  requiring,  so  far  as  is  reasonably  practicable, 
no  goods  to  be  exhibited  either  inside  or  outside  the  shop- 
on  half-holidays.  We  consider  that  the  closing  of  the- 
window  by  half-high  shutters  or  by  the  blind  meets  the 
outside  condition,  and  that  inside  the  shop  a  dust-cloth 
might  be  placed  over  non-exempted  goods.] 

Amicus  (144/67). — (1)  You  are  not  compelled  to  close  your- 
shop  absolutely  on  a.  half-holiday.  You  may  keep  it  open 
for  the  sale  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical  appli- 
ances. See  our  issue  of  April  13,  index  folio  538.  (2) 
Errand-boys  and  others  engaged  in  delivering  goods  at  the 
houses  of  customers  or  in  going  round  for  orders  are 
not  shop-assistants  within  the  meaning  of  the  Shops  Act, 
1912  ;  but.  if  they  do  work  in  the  shop  as  well,  they  may- 
come  within  Section  2.  which  limits  the  employment  in  a; 
shop  of  persons  under  eighteen  years  of  age  to  seventy-four 
hours  per  week,  including  meal-times.  It  would  be  wise, 
therefore,  to  exhibit  the  notice  required  by  the  section. 
The  half-holiday  need  not  be  specified  on  the  notice. 

Tot  (150/62)  asks,  in  the  event  of  his  not  coming  into  line 
with  other  chemists  in  his  district  as  to  closing  entirely  at 
1  p.m.  on  one  day  per  week,  if  he  can  be  compelled  to  close. 
That  is,  must  he  not  light  up  his  window  or  shop,  and  must 
he  keep  his  door  shut  ?  [The  regulations  made  under 
Section  4  require  that  those  who  keep  open  on  the  half- 
holiday  for  the  purpose  of  relling  medicines  and  other 
exempted  goods,  must  not  exhibit,  so  far  as  is  reasonably 
practicable,  either  inside  or  outside  the  shop,  goods  which 
do  not  come  within  the  exemption  provisions.  Chemists  are 
not  compelled  to  shut  their  doors  and  put  out  their  lights ; 
but  we  expect  that  those  who  continue  these  manifestations 
that  business  is  going  on  will  lead  themselves  into  temptation, 
and  will  be  caught  infringing  the  Act  very  soon.  That  is  one 
reason  for  them  falling  in  with  the  common  arrangements.]! 

F.  B.  (149/12). — You  will  find  most  of  the  points  in  your 
letter  dealt  with  in  other  replies.  The  point  about  the 
P.O.  stores  may  be  of  general  interest.  Post  Office  business 
is  provided  for  in  Section  12  of  the  Act.  Sub-section  1  (a)> 
states  that  "  if  the  shop  is  a  telegraph  office  the  obliga- 
tion to  close  on  the  weekly  half-holiday  shall  not  apply  to  the 
shop  SO  far  as  relates  to  the  transaction  of  Post  Office  busi- 
ness thereat."  This  means  that  if  a  chemist's  shop  is  a 
telegraph  office  it  may  be  kept  open  for  the  above  specific 
purpose,  as  well  as  for  selling  medicines  and  medical  and 
surgical  appliances.  It  cannot  be  kept  open  for  selling 
anything  that  the  chemist  plea-ses.  By  Sub-section  1  (b)  the 
Postmaster-General  may  certify  to  what  extent  shops  doing 
Post  Office  business  may  continue  such  business  on  early- 
closing  days,  and  Section  1  (c)  provides  that  orders  for  early- 
closing  in  the  evenings  shall  be  submitted  to  him. 

G.  E.  O.  (148/27)  writes  as  to  compulsory  meal-times: 
'"  How  will  it  be  possible  for  employes  to  obtain  the  regula- 
tion meal-times,  more  especially  those  who  work  shops  on> 
the  '  one-horse  '  principle  ?  Of  course,  the  employe  may 
demand  the  meal-times,  but,  if  he  does,  he  will  only'  be  dis- 
missed, just  as  qualified  men  are  dismissed  now  if  they 
dare  utter  a  word  against  their  unqualified  colleagues.  You 
have  done  very  good  work  in  continually  pointing  out  that 
the  words  chemist,  or  druggist,  or  pharmacist  do  not  appear 
in  any  part  of  the  Shops  Act,  and  that  anyone  may  keep 
open  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  medicines  or  surgical  appliances. 
The  draper,  the  grocer,  or  the  corn-chandler,  or  the 
tobacconist  may  therefore  keep  his  shop  open  for  the 
sale  of  medicines,  as  well  as  the  druggist  or  the  seller  of 
scheduled  poisons."  [Mr.  Glyn-Jones  warned  Mr.  Winston 
Churchill  that  this  provision  of  the  Act  could  not  be  carried 
out  without  the  co-operation  of  shop-assistants,  who  are  not 
likely  to  act  as  informers  upon  their  employers.  The  in- 
spectors of  local  authorities  may  find  out  when  the  Act  is 
infringed.] 

./.  M.  M.  (147/51)  finds  it  difficult  to  understand  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Shops  Act,  1912,  and  asks  enlightenment 
on  the  following  points:  (1)  He  employs  two  assistants. 
If  he  arranges  to  let  one  off  on  Monday  and  the  other 
on  Wednesday,  will  this  comply  with  the  Act,  or  must  he 
also  refrain  from  selling  anything  other  than  medical  and 
surgical  appliances  on  a  half-day  each  week  ?  [This  query 
arises  from  confusing  the  requirements  of  Section  1  with 
those  of  Section  4.  Under  Section  1,  "On  at -least  one 
week-day  in  each  week  a  shop-assistant  shall  not  be  em- 
ployed about  the  business  of  a  shop  after  half-past  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon."  Section  1  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  closing  of  the  shop,  provisions  for  which  are  made 
in  Section  4.  Our  subscriber  will  be  quite  right  in  letting 
off  one  assistant  on  Monday  and  the  other  on  Wednesday. 
He  can  choose  any  day  of  the  week  he  likes  for  his 
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half-holiday  closing  clay,  and,  having  two  assistants,  it  follows 
that  ono  of  these  may  be  in  the  shop  to  servo  customers 
■during  the  closing  hours,  but  nothing  except  medicines  and 
medical  and  surgical  appliances  can  be  sold.  The  shop 
<does  not  really  require  to  be  closed.]  (2)  If  over  two-thirds 
■of  the  shops  agree  to  close  for  half  a  day  each  week,  must 
our  subscriber  also  do  likewise?  [Not  necessarily.  Any 
shop  in  which  exempted  goods  are  sold  may  be  kept  open 
for  the  sale  of  such  goods,  but  it  must  be  "  closed "  in 
respect  to  all  other  goods.  See  the  "Mixed  Trades" 
■memoranda  in  the  C.    &  1).,  April  13,  index  folio  538.  | 

J.  M.  (147/11)  (1)  keeps  no  assistants.  How  does  the 
.Shops  Act,  1912,  alt'cct  him?  [On  one  afternoon  per  week 
from  1  P.M.  he  must  not  sell  anything  except  medicines 
and  medical  or  surgical  appliances,  or  other  exempted 
goods,  whether  an  order  is  made  by  the  local 
.authority  or  not.  Also,  if  the  local  authority  make  an 
order  for  early  closing  in  t  ho  evenings  generally 
applicable  to  his  district,  he  will  have  to  do  the  same 
-as  on  half-holidays.  Our  subscriber  is  in  business  in  the 
North  of  London,  and  ho  should  watch  what  his  Borough 
"Council  does  in  the  matter.  The  same  applies  to  any  other 
district  in  the  United  Kingdom.]  (2)  Would  toilet-soap, 
tooth-brushes,  perfume,  fuller's  earth,  violet  powder,  and 
similar  sundries  come  under  the  exemption  ?  [If  any  of 
these  is  required  for  the  express  purpose  of  being  used  as 
a  medicine  or  a  medical  or  surgical  appliance  it  mav  be 
sold,  but,  speaking  generally,  it  is  not  advisable  to  exhibit 
■these  goods  for  sale  on  an  early-closing  day.  Under  the 
older  Acts  sales  of  hair-brushes  and  toilet-soap  during 
closing  hours  were  held  to  be  an  infringement  of  the  law.] 
(3)  What  is  the  exact  definition  of  "  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  "  ?  [No  definition  is  given  in  the  Act.  The 
simplest,  rule  to  follow  will  be  to  sell  only  appliances  which 
are  used  for  medical  and  surgical  purposes.  We  have  suffi- 
cient faith  in  the  intelligence  of  the  retail  drug-trade  to 
believe  that  they  will  be  able  to  answer  any  question  about 
that  as  it  arises.  A  rule  which  is  generally  and  universally 
applicable  to  specific  articles  seems  impossible.] 

W.  C.  F.  (140,  42)  closes  his  pharmacy  one  day  weekly  at 
1  p.m.,  and  reopens  from  6  to  9  P.M.  The  assistant  who 
goes  off  at  1  P.M.  remains  off  entirely  that  day,  and  the  shop 
is  managed  by  another  assistant,  who  is  only  employed  froiv: 
'6  p.m.  onwards  every  day.  Does  this  arrangement  comply 
with  the  requirements,  and  would  there  be  any  restrictions 
as  to  the  class  of  goods  sold?  In  the  absence  of  a  com- 
pulsory closing  order,  would  our  subscriber,  so  long  as  his 
"  all-day  "  assistant  gets  his  regular  half-day  free,  be  quite 
on  the  right  side?  [You  will  be  perfectly  right  in  continuing 
the  practice  of  allowing  the  day  assistant  off  at  1  p.m.  on  one 
■day  per  week  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  The  Act  does 
not,  however,  make  any  exception  to  assistants  who  come  on 
duty  at  6  p.m.  daily  for  the  remainder  of  the  time  during 
which  a  shop  is  open  on  that  day.  The  terms  of  the  Act 
are  quite  specific — namely  : 

Section  1  (1).  On  at,  least  one  week  day  in  each  week  a 
shop-assistant  shall  not  be  emploved  about  the  business  of 
a  shop  after  half-past  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon:  Pro- 
vided that  this  provision  .shall  not  apply  to  the  week 
preceding  a  bank  holiday  if  the  shop-assistant  is  not 
•employed  on  the  bank  holiday,  and  if  on  one  week  day 
in  the  following  week  in  addition  to  the  bank  holiday 
the  employment,  of  the  shop-assistant  ceases  not  later  than 
half-past  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

(2)  The  occupier  of  a  shon  shall  fix.  and  shall  specify  in 
a  notice  in  the  prescribed  form,  which  must,  be  affixed  in 
the  shop  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time  as  may  be 
prescribed,  the  day  of  the  week  on  which  his  shop-assistants 
are-not  employed  after  half-oast  one  o'clock,  and  may  fix 
different  days  for  different  shop-assistants. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  6  p.m.  man  cannot  be  employed 
as  hitherto  on  one  day  per  week  after  the  end  of  this  month.' 
We  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Home  Secretary  and 
"Mr.  W.  S.  Glvn-Jones,  M.P..  to  the  anomaly.    On  one  half- 
day  per  week  there  is  restriction  on  the  classes  of  goods  sold 
by  chemists,  whether  there  is  an  earlv-clcsing  order  or  not 
See  C.  <6  D.,  April  13,  index  folio  538.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

Ajuja  (137/62). — You  may  use  Japan  white  wax  in  place 
of  bleached  beeswax  in  the  preparation  of  cold  cream.  The 
quantity  necessary  you  will  have  to  adjust  by  experiment. 

Hants  (142/3).-- Chiropody. — We  do  not  know  where  in- 
struct ion  is  obtainable  in  corn-cutting,  but  much  can  be 
gathered  by  carrying  out  the  directions  given  in  the  follow- 
ing'books  :  Wagner's  "  Handbook  of  Chiropody  "  (Osborne. 
Garrett  &-  Co..  5r.)-;  Hu-jhe's  "  Manual  of 'Chiropodv " 
(Wyman  &  Son,  2c/.).  The  last-named  is  a  War  Office 
manual. 


Curious  (140/47)  has  not  sent  his  name  and  address,  but 
thcro  is  no  problem  in  the  prescription  that  he  sends,  it 
lieing  written  in  metric  terms,  and,  according  to  the  Con- 
tinental custom,  all  the  ingredients  have  to  be  taken  by, 
weight. 

J.  S.  (Malta)  (127/72).— ;Mandfactuee  of  Iodine.— The  pro- 
cess of  manufacturing  iodine  from  seaweed  consists  in 
burning  it  to  a  light  ash  and  lixiviating  the  charcoal  with 
water  in  large  vats  heated  by  steam.  The  liquid  is 
evaporated  in  cast-iron  boiling-pans,  potash  salts  separating 
during  the  process  and  after  cooling,  the  mother  liquid  being 
again  evaporated  and  crystallised.  The  mother  liquid  con- 
tains the  iodine  salts,  and  is  mixed  with  sulphuric  acid, 
which  causes  a  deposit  of  sulphur,  the  liquid  being  separated 
and  run  into  the  iodine-still  and  the  iodine  distilled  off, 

m;iir/:ni        dioxide  being  added  a1  intervals  to  the  contents 

of  the  still — a  hemispherical  iron  pot,  heated  by  an  open  fire, 
with  earthenware  arms,  the  iodine  being  carried  through 
these  with  the  steam.  The  iodine  is  caught  in  stoneware 
receivers  known  as  udells,  the  distillation  of  fresh  liquors 
being  carried  on  until  the  udells  aire  full  of  iodine.  The 
deposition  of  the  iodine  in  successive  layers  squeezes  out  the 
moisture,  the  water  being  run  off  by  means  of  a  stopper  in 
the  bottom  of  each  udell. 

Subscriber  (Dublin)  (126/28). — Lavendeb-watee. — If  you 
refer  to  the  C.  <fs  D.,  March  23,  1912,  index  folio  460,  you 
will  find  that  we  dealt  fully  with  a  similar  inquiry  to  yours. 
The  hints  there  given  will  help  you  to  economise  on  the 
English  oil  of  lavender. 

F.  D.  (Budapest)  (125/42). — Phonograph-records. — See 
C.  &  D..  April  29,  1911,  index  folio  648,  and  September  2, 
index  folio  397. 

Scrutex  (121/55). — Shampoo-fowder. — The  price-limitation 
you  mention  makes  it  difficult  to  supply  you  with  a  "  good  " 
formula.  You  should  conduct  experiments  with  powdered 
soap  and  sodium  carbonate  to  see  the  cheapest  mixture  that 
will  give  a  reasonable  lather. 

Colonial  (New  Zealand)  (140/24). — Spratt's  crissel  is  a 
food  material  for  animals  prepared  by  Spratt's  Patent,  Ltd. 
We  recently  published  a  recipe,  for  rat-poison  containing 
this  ingredient  as  a  tempting  bait,  and  inquiries  for  crissel 
have  since  been  made  from  abroad,  where  the  substance 
appears  not  to  be  so  well  known  -as  it  is  in  this  country. 

E.  A.  B.  (137/10). — Liquid  Paraffin  is  a  poor  solvent  for 
vegetable  astringents,  but  some  paraffins  are  soluble  in 
alcohol,  and  of  this  property  advantage  might  be  taken. 
Oleic  acid  is  miscible  with  liquid  paraffin,  and  might  be 
utilised  as  an  intermediary  solvent. 

Farsa  (136/52).—  Medical  Preliminary. — The  preparation 
for  this  is  described  fn  detail  in  Docld's  "Guide  to  Pre- 
liminary Examinations,"  a  new  edition  of  which  we  are 
publishing  this  week. 

,S'.  S.  (Grahamstown)  (133/37). — Steel  spatulas  may  be  used 
in  the  preparation  of  sulphur  ointment,  as  the  fat  prevents 
any  reaction  which  might  be  anticipated. 

Stomi-qlass  (133/6). — Chemical  Weather-glass. — You  must 
not  expect  very  exact  indications  from  chemical  weather- 
glasses, as  it  is  probable  that  changes  of  temperature  have 
more  to  do  with  the  variations  in  the  precipitate  than  the 
atmospheric  pressure.  Wo  indicated  our  preference  of  the 
various  formulas  in  the  C.  <!■  D.,  December  23,  1911,  index 
folio  936. 

E.  S.  B.  (127/18). — Creme  Fouettee  pour  la  Peau. — This 
formula  was  given  in  the  C.  <0  D.,  December  22,  1906;  it 


makes  a  good  toilet-cream  : 

Prepared  lard         ...    jiiss. 

White  wax    ...       ...       ...       ...  3ij. 

Powdered  white  Castille  soap  ...  jij. 

Rectified  spirit    3ij. 

Distilled  water    5xvj. 

Otto  of  rose  ...       ...    iirx. 

Essential  oil  of  almonds  ...       ...  nrv. 

Oil  of  cloves   mv. 

Oil  of  rose-geranium    m.v. 


Melt  the  lard  and  wax  in  a  water-bath,  and  add  to  the 
soap  in  a  warm  mortar.  Rub  smooth,  and  add  the  water 
(warm)  gradually,  reducing  the  temperature  of  the  last 
portions.  When  cool,  add  the  perfume  dissolved  in  the 
spirit,  stir  till  the  froth  has  subsided,  and  pour  the  mixture 
into  opal  pots  when  it  is  on  the-  point  of  setting. 

Nemo  (114/70). — (1)  Books  on  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. — Galabin's  "  Diseases  of  Women  "  (16.s., 
Churchill)  ;  Freyberger's  "  Pocket  Formulary  for  the  Treat- 
ment of  Disease  in  Children  "  (7s.  6d..  Rebman).  (2)  We  do 
not  know  what  you  intend  to  convey  by  the  term  "  sexual 
science."     (3)    The   selling-price  of    ammonium  carbonate 
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varies  according  to  whether  the  customer  requires  it  for 
trade-purposes. 

It.  W.  B.  (134/39).— Freezing-salts.— The  following  are  the 
chief  mixtures  of  salts  used  for  freezing  ice-cream  and 
similar  purposes  : 

1'.  Sodium    phosphate,    5   parts;    ammonium  nitrate, 

3  parts;  dilute  nitric  acid,  4  parts. 

2.  Ammonium   chloride,    5   parts;    potassium  nitrate, 
5  parts ;  water,  16  parts. 

3.  Ammonium    chloride,   5   parts;    potassium  nitrate, 
5  parts;  sodium  sulphate,  8  parts;  water,  16  parts. 

4:  Sodium  sulphate,    5  parts;    dilute   sulphuric  acid, 

4  parts. 

5.  Ammonium  nitrate,  1  part ;  sodium  carbonate,  1  part ; 
water,  1  part. 

6.  Sodium    sulphate,    6    parts:     ammonium  chloride, 
4  parts;  potassium  nitrate,  2   parts;  dilute  nitric  acid, 

4  parts. 

7.  Sodium  sulphate,  9  parts;  dilute  nitric  acid,  4  parts. 

8.  Sodium     sulphate.     6    parts;     ammonium  nitrate, 

5  parts;  dilute  nitric  acid,  4  parts. 

Those  numbered  2  and  3  are  most  suited  for  retail  sale,  the 
amount  of  water  required  being  indicated  on  the  packet  of 
mixed  salts. 

J.  ■  It.  B.  (121/68). — Paint-driers. — The  paste  form  is 
cheapened  by  employing  larger  proportions  of  barytes  and 
whiting.  The  following  is  a  representative  recipe  of  the 
cheaper  class  of  driers  : 

Barytes  ...       ...       ...       ...      5  cwt. 

Whiting    8  cwt. 

White  lead    28  lb. 

■  ■   ■  Boiled  oil     '  14  gals. 

Drying-liquor    3-^  gals. 

These  are  thoroughly  mixed  in  the  edge-runner  or  pug- 
mill.  The  drying -liquor  is  made  by  placing  manganese 
sulphate  28  lb.,  lime  acetate  25  lb.,  with  water  30  gals,  in 
a  .cask  and  boiling  until  dissolved.  The  steam  is  turned  off, 
the  liquid  cooled  down,  and  acetic  acid  28  lb.  is  added, 
with  stirring.    The  liquid  is  finally  strained  through  muslin. 

C.  W.  (122/21).— Compound  Capsicum  Liniment.— This  pre- 
paration appears  to  answer  your  requirements;  the  formula 
is  as  follows  : 

Powdered  capsicum    1  part 

Spirit  (0.834)   3  parts 

Macerate  for  eight  days,  and  press.  Of  this  tincture  take 
525  parts  and  add — 

Camphor       ...       ...       ...       ...     30  parts 

Rosemary  oil, 

Lavender  oil, 

Thyme  oil, 

i  Clove  oil    of  each     10  parts 

Solution  of  ammonia      ...       ...    100  parts 

Hard  soap     ...       ...    3  parts 

Allow  to  remain,  with  occasional  shaking,  until  dissolved. 

Brokers  (123/48). — Reducing  Density  of  Liquid  Paraffin. 
Wo  believe  there  is  a  process  in  use  which  involves  treating 
the  liquid  paraffin  with  pure  sulphuric  acid  followed  by  lime, 
but  we  do  not  know  the  details  of  the  method.  The 
superiority  of  some  proprietary  hair-dressings  composed  of 
liquid  paraffin  is  stated  to  be  due  to  a  process  to  which  they 
have  been  subjected  to  reduce  the  density.  The  limpidity  of 
some  "  liquid  paraffins  "  is  due  to  admixture  with  alcohol. 
Synthetic  perfumes  are  much  employed  for  imparting  the 
required,  scent  to  liquid  paraffin.  Experiments  should  be 
conducted  with  heliotropin,  terpineol,  nerolin,  and  artificial 
musk. 

Bogside  (138/8). — Treatment  for  Chronic  Hoven  in  a 
Cow. — The  following  are  additional  draughts  to  those  men- 
tioned in  "Veterinary  Counter-practice."  Each  recipe  is 
for  one  powder,  to  be  given  before  food  : 

1.  2. 
Ammon.  carb.      ...   3ii j.-iv.     Sodii  hyposulph.  ...  3iv. 
Pulv.  nuc.  vora.  ...   3j.  Pulv.  nuc.  vom.  ...  oj. 

Pulv.  gentians,  Pulv.  anisi, 

Pulv.  zingib.       aa.   3ss.  M.   Pulv.   fceniculi  aa.   5ss. — M. 

3. 

Sodii  bicarb.    3j. 

Pulv.  nuc.  vom.      ...       ...       ...  oj. 

Bismuth,  subnit.     ...       ...       ...  3iv. 

Pulv.  anisi, 

Pulv.  fceniculi    aa.  5ss. 

Thriving  drinks  may  be  given  continuously  for  a  week, 
and  thereafter  on  alternate  days  for  a  fortnight. 

S.  F.  S.  (124/68).— Sulphur  Chloride.— There  are  three 
sulphur  chlorides,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  indication  as  to 
the  use  of  the  compound  we  assnmo  that  you  are  referring 
to  sulphur  monochloride.  This  is  a  liquid  prepared  by 
direct  union  of  chlorine  and  sulphur;  dry  chlorine  is  passed 


over  melted  sulphur,  and  the  chloride  distilled  from  excess 
of  sulphur.  It  is  much  employed  in  the  Abbott  and  Parkes' 
processes  of  vulcanising  indiarubber.  goods,  and  also  in  the 
Eastes'  process  of  defecating  oane-juice  and  refining  sugar. 

C.  B.  (127/20).— Waterproofing  Concrete  Blocks.— The- 
Sylvester  process  consists  in  applying  alternately  hot  solu- 
tions of  soap  and  alum.  The  solution  of  alum  should  be 
saturated  and  the  soap  solution  syrupy,  so  that  it.  can  be 
readily  applied  with  a  brush.  The  Sinclair  method  consists 
of  applying  the  following  composition  by  means  of  a  brush : 

Cum  damar   ...  1  lb. 

Turpentine  or  mineral  oil        ...   1  gal. 

Dissolve  by  heat,  and  add 

Paraffin  wax   2  lb. 

A  modification  of  this  method  is  shown  in  the  following; 
waterproofing  fluid  which  is  employed  by  stonemasons:  , 

Boiled  oil      5  gals. 

Resin  oil   5  gals. 

Resin  spirit  ...       ...       ...       ■■•   li  gal. 

Burgundy  pitch   4£  lb. 

Carnauba  wax        ■'■  2j  lb. 

Mix  after  melting  the  solids  in  the  oil. 
Sodium  silicate  is  also  used,  this  being  merely  painted  on. 
the  surface. 

Pork  (141/2).— Pork-butchers'  Preservative.— This  is 
sodium  sulphite  with  a  small  proportion  of  rosaniline  to 
tint  it  pink. 

Grubscn  (127/38).— (1)  Pulping  Wood, is  practised  on  a  large 
scale  in  paper-making,  the  chief  processes  being  treatment 
with  caustic  soda  and  bisulphites.  The  last-named  is  most 
employed,  and  consists  in  digesting  the  wood  with  sulphites 
of  calcium  and  manganese  (3  to  5  per  cent,  sulphurous 
acid)  at  150°-170°  C.  for  from  thirty  to  eight  hours  respec- 
tively. (2)  Hardening  Soft  Wood.— There  have  been  several 
processes  suggested,  which  involve  the  impregnation  of  the 
wood  with .  metallic  salts,  such  as  iron,  zinc,  lead,  and 
aluminium,  in  a  vacuum  apparatus.  Whether  these  are 
successful  as  hardening  processes  we  cannot  say,  preservation 
being  generally  the  main  object  of  the  methods. 

Comis  (131/37).—  Violin-resin.— The  ordinary  variety  of 
violinists'  resin  is  a  selected  brown  resin  melted  over  water 
and  poured  into  paper  moulds.  Another  kind  is  prepared' 
from  Venice  turpentine,  which  is  evaporated  over  water 
until  of  proper  consistency,  this  being  judged  by  taking  out 
a  little  and  cooling  it  on  glass.  When  ready  pour  into 
cold  water,  knead  well,  break  into  pieces,  and  dry  in  the 
sun. 

F.  11".  D.  (139/9).— The  veterinary  powder  you  send  con- 
tains aloes,  but  the  fact  that  it  is  not  homogeneous  may 
account  for  the  variation  in  colour  which  you  have  noticed 
between  hand-mixed  and  machine-mixed  powders. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  ".The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  April  is,  i86a. 


Chloroformic  Solution  of  Gutta  Percha. 

18th  March,  1862. 
Sir,— I  have  just  seen  the  February  number  of  The. 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  containing  the  'formula  for  a 
"  Chloroformic  solution  of  Gutta  Percha."  Some  months 
ago,  having  seen  the  same  formula  in  an  American  journal, 
I  followed  the  directions  there  given,  but  failed  to  obtain  like 
results ;  in  fact,  the  solution  had  lost  very  little  of  its  colour 
from  the  process,  although  it  was  repeated  twice  with  the 
same  Gutta  Percha.  A  much  better,  simpler,  and  less  expen- 
sive process  for  obtaining  an  almost  colourless  solution  is  by 
simply  adding  as  much  Chloroform  to  the  Gutta  Percha  as 
will  make  a  thick  paste.  This  paste  is  then  placed  in  very 
hot  water,,  and  kneaded  with  the  fingers.  After  consider- 
able manipulation  the  Gutta  Percha  loses  much  of  its  colour, 
and,  if  the  process  is  repeated,  becomes  very  nearly  colour- 
less, having  only  a  pale  straw  tint.  A  Chloroformic  solu- 
tion may  then  be  made  of  any  strength,  which  is  useful  for 
many  purposes— when  thin,  as  a  substitute  for  court  plaster, 
and  when  thick,  as  a  stopping  for  decayed  teeth.  The 
quantity  of  Chloroform  used  at  first  is  of  course  lost,  but 
this  is  very  small ;  while  that  in  the  American  receipt  is 
enormous  As  a  colourless  solution  of  Gutta  Percha  is  a 
desideratum,  I  trust  you  will  excuse  the  length  of  thi& 
communication.  Yours,  etc., 

J.  M.  M. 

[Apparently  written  by  the  late  Professor  Maisch.]  ■ 
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